

K'irtiil 


*J Mil* 

I 





^ " ') ll|,'|. ,. 


i im; 

lies .. 

1 l., it 


WiWi (Ii 



" ! Jr r 

!■»•*! v: 

in ! 

'’"ill,,; 


tvin- 

Ill,; 

.1, 

't- 


n i .■ 

1 . 

1* 

»»!V w . 

tn; ■ 

1 \ 

' 

Willi U 1 

I’:-,.. 


Hi.*- 

uv'U .i . 

■ 

4 ‘ 

bi ■ 

Lis ., 

\ . 

, | \ 

'•4. 

'Milk*. 




nilu I: 

i 

"i'lr . 


at in. hi* 

i ■ . i i 

' "MLi! 

• . 

.ijv w,j- 

• >i 

1 

. ■ i 

“!tv 

Ilk' siik* 

M 1!; „ 





1 “i Mu - 

i t 

• 

ps.itiiu-,: 

,, 


i 

1 * 

but nib. 

! , . 

i i 

Ml, 

lift it L 


'••I ii, n 

I'fc- 


Wvsi n\. . i , ,v . 


" ,n,W -I ‘! ' 

U.lllc.1 I.-. . '"“fc. 


IClMCtl 


LU| fkT- 


■ ••••«>. | , Av j . 

I! 


iiuiwiii.i! 

»: ,n > i* 1 - • 

1! * ■»:-■!• iJksi,,. l ;‘ 

V-'s.,.. f 

* W ""V ;■ naup*^ 

4'M Mi ..:i ■ii,;,, n .^' 

I- 1 .:.lUVhT,! 

M\ . ’ 1:1, M. . 

Blit V. • • ■_• ■ 

. , n.^ 

>|VK-v,.. .. \ii, MjV 

'•.ini t ,{■ •• • » •■ m jj, ; ., 
’ l •: ■>■'■ • *’ r « 


M.SK-. 


‘Morninu-iifiiT’ 
dri\i*rs nm Jim 
be lmtm ou r 


l.UM'1 \ 
lu;l • 

.1 

point-!; 

.HC '1.'. 

uo;l. '■». 
!i •!<! 1. j i' 


!!!.*!! 1 "■ "‘-i- 

ri<! •'! :• - r 

.lift: . ■■■•■" 

Ki-.v:. .. ^ A 


In- "i: 

-i». 1 1! . 
.Ml .!*• I ! i 

ii- *! ■! ; 1 
.stilv . 

Sfc'M 


\iisir.ilians ^ 

twit il rink i ml: 1» sn bat 

UT.’I 

r.v i t \\|i: : * 


lii-t >• 


.■•r! *« 




I ll llt ll " Ul 


Ilf turn- « illll,,v 


j i 


1 .... 

! %{■• •..* 


i chii ; 

C1SI1 ,1 ‘ 




!, i 


J 

* ..... 


i. Hi • • 


ill. ■ 

, ' li.i-" 

u I:- 1 '*- •• . ’ / 


i !L r;:;..\. - n - ■" 




"TEHRAN (R) — Iranis set to award two multi-million dollar 
oilfield contracts that could provoke American sanctions if for- 
eign films win the deals to cany out development work at the 
offshore fields. Stale-owned National Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC) will award contracts to develop irs Soroush and Balal 
offshore oilfields by ihe end of March, a NIOC manager said on 
Saturday. Final proposals of the interested companies have been 
received by NIOC and the winners will be announced bv the end 
of March,” Seyed Jalilian. NIOC’s director of offshore division 
told, Reuters in an interview in Tehran. European, Asian and 
Iranian companies were being considered for the work at the two 
fields. Mr. Jalilian added. U.S. President Bill Clinton signed the 
Iran-Libya sanctions bill last year, citing the two states as lead- 
ing sponsors of international terrorism, a charge denied by 
Tehran, The law allows Mr. Clinton to chose from a broad range 
of trade and financial penalties against any firm that invests $40 
million or more a year in Iranian and Libyan oil industries. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued on 
Saturday ratify ing a set of regulations for issuing 
temporary driving licences to non-Jordanians. 
According to these rules non- Jordanians could be 
issued driving licences valid up to 10 years. Also a 
Royal Decree was issued endorsing new regulations 
governing allowances to the staff of the Social Secu- 
rity Corporation. Another decree approved new regu- 
lations of issuing visiting visas for foreigners to the 
Kingdom. According to these regulations, visas will 
be issued for one or several visits from the Ministry of 
Interior and from Jordanian embassies abroad. Anoth- 
er decree was issued stipulating that those who rent 
cars should be at least 25 years old and the rented 
vehicles should be used only by the person who rents 
the car under a contract with the rental company. 
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King hosts if tar 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sat- 
urday hosted an iftar for 
notables from the Ma’an, 
Tafileh, Aqaba and Madaba 
govemorates at the A1 Hus- 
sein Youth City. The ban- 
quet was attended His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Royal fam- 
ily members. Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and the King's 
advisens. 


Russian envoy 
holds talks in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Russian 
presidential envoy Boris 
Kousyk had talks here Sat- 
urday with Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Mussa 
on the Middle East peace 
process and bilateral rela- 
tions. Mr. Kousyk. who 
arrived late Friday in 
Cairo, told reporters he 
would be holding talks 
Sunday with President 
Hosni Mubarak ‘‘focusing 
mainly on bilateral rela- 
tions between the two 
countries.” Russia “under- 
stands perfectly well the 
policies of Mr. Mubarak in 
the Middle East and in the 
world and these policies 
have the support of Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin." Mr. 
Kousyk said. 


Flash floods kill 
7 in S. Arabia 


JEDDAH AP) — floods 
caused Jiy heavy rains, have 
killed seven people in the 
country's western region, 
newspapers reported Satur- 
day. Four workers drowned 
in flash floods, one man 
died when he fell into a 
flooded ditch and a couple 
were killed when flood 
waters overturned their 
vehicle, the papers report- 
ed. Helicopters were 
brought in to airlift people 
marooned by the floods, 
including one pregnant 
woman about to give birth, 
the papers said. Rains have 
caused extensive damage 
in the usually dry western 
region, uprooting electrical 
cables and flooding homes. 
Saudi authorities have 
warned people to stay away 
from valleys liable to over- 
flow because of the rain, 
the papers reported. Four 
people died last November 
when rainstorms lashed the 
mostly desert kingdom. 
Saudi Arabia has an annual 
rainfall of about 15 cen- 
timetres. 


Kurds vow support 
for Cyprus 


ATHENS (AFP) — Kurdish 
representatives in Athens 
said Saturday they would 
support Greek Cypriots 
against their “common 
enemy,” Turkey, in the wake 
of tensions between Ankara 
and Nicosia over a planned 
missile deployment. The 
National Liberation Front of 
Kurdistan (ERNK) said in 
astatemeni that “in case of 
war in die Aegean or in 
Cyprus" Kurdish militants 
“will fight alongside the 
Greeks and the Greek 
Cypriots against the com- 
mon enemy.” The ERNK is 
the political wing of the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), which is fighting 
Ankara for a separate state 
in southern Turkey. The 
Kurdish separatist struggle 
is "also a war of historic 
vengeance for the Greek 
people, in Cyprus and in 
Greece," the statement said. 
The Greek-Cypriol govern- 
ment of Cyprus announced 
a deal early this month to 
purchase S-300 Russian 
missiles, which have a 
range of 150 kilometres and 
could reach targets in south- 
ern Turkey. Turkey respond- 
ed by warning it would be 
willing to attack the south- 
ern part of the island if the 
missiles were deployed. 


Hebron celebrates freedom 
ahead of Arafat visit, PNA 
meeting in divided town 

, I 

Palestinian president set eyes on Arab Ehst Jerusalem 


HEBRON (Agencies) — Palestini- 
ans here on Saturday celebrated their 
new-found independence after 30 
years of Israeli occupation, but Israel 
dampened their joy by closing shops 
in its pan of the divided West Bank 
city. 

Several thousand Palestinians 
marched in front of Hebron’s munic- 
ipal building, which was draped with 
green, black, white and red Palestin- 
ian flags to mark the handover of 80 
per cent of the flashpoint city to 
Palestinian rule on Friday. 

Scout bands marched down the 
streets, chanting, holding flags and 
pictures of Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, who was expected to 
visit Hebron in the next few days. 

“These two days are better than all 
the past 30 years of occupation put 
together” said Nuheil Abdel Aziz, a 
45-year-old shop owner. 

But Palestinians living in the 
Israeli-controlled zone said they 
feared the redeployment would now 
mean they would' forever live in a 
divided city. “This is worse for us. 
Now instead of one thousand Israeli 
soldiers spread through out Hebron, 
we now have all of them concentrat- 
ed right on top of us” said Omar, 28, 
who works in a metal shop in the old 
part of the city. — 

"We want Palestinian control of 
the whole city and not just our part 
for us and a part for them,” he 
added, not giving is full name. 

Meanwhile, in'the old city market 
next near the enclave where 450 
Jewish settlers live in Hebron guard- 
ed by soldiers, the army maintained 
the closure of shops imposed after 
scuffles with Palestinians the day 
before. 

On the edges of the Israeli-con- 
trolled areas, long lines of Palestin- 
ian cars were backed up at new 
Israeli check-points set up on Friday. 


Palestian police took up their 
duties directing vehicles on the 
streets in their part of the city, noto- 
rious for its traffic jams. 

Shortly after the Palestinian flag 
was raised in Hebron, Mr., Arafat 
proposed that Jerusalem could be the 
capital of two states, Israel and 
Palestine. The future of Jerusalem 
has not been tackled yet in Israeli- 
Palestinian peace talks. 

“Why not have the same capital — 
as Rome?” Mr. Arafat said. “Rome is 
the capital of two states, the Vatican 
and Italy. So we can have the same 
capital of Israel and Palestine.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu vowed that Jerusalem 
would remain Israel’s capital “for 
eternity.” 

In an interview with the French 
daily Le Figaro published on Satur- 
day, Mr. Netanyahu said: “There 
will never be a redeployment in 
Jerusalem ” r 

Arab East Jerusalem is the last 
Palestinian city occupied by Israel 
now that its troops have left most of 
Hebron. 

Palestinian negotiator Mahmoud 
Abbas said he expected Mr. 
Netanyahu and. his party would ulti- 
mately agree to a Palestinian state. 


Hebron since self-rule, said his 
adviser, Nabil Abu Rdaina. adding 
that it tould be Sunday or Monday. 

The Palestinian cabinet, which 
usually meets on Friday, was prepar- 
ing to hold its next meeting in 
Hebron. The meeting could be 
moved up to accommodate the visit 
by Mr. Arafat, who is to travel to 
Rome on Tuesday for a conference. 

The Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA), which took control of SO per 
cent of Hebron on Friday after 
months of torturous negotiations 
with Israel, was to hold a meeting in 
the city on Saturday to celebrate the 
arrival of self-rule, officials said. 

The cabinet has already announced 
“an economic and social reconstruc- 
tion plan for Hebron” to repair dam- 
age in the city, which has been a 
flashpoint of violence between Jews 
and Arabs. 

About 400 armed Palestinian 
police deployed in Hebron Friday 
without fanfare or ceremony, making 
the city the last major populated area 
on the West Bank to obtain self-rule 
but the only one which is divided. 

Under the accord reached on 
Wednesday, about 20 per cent of 
Hebron will remain under Israeli 


- rWe-are confident that at the end of — with soldiers posted there to 
those talks with the t the -j^e ^ps wil | 

end up with an independent Pakstm- hn , v 


ian state with Arab East Jerusalem as 
its capital.” Mr. Abbas said. 

In an apparent softening of his 
hardline position on Palestinian 
statehood, Mr. Netanyahu told Le 
Figaro: “We can consider iL.JBut we 
must first define the word ‘state’. We 
need a new model which would 
grant autonomy in some fields and 
not in others ” 

Mr. Arafat was in the autonomous 
West Bank town of Ramallah on Sat- 
urday preparing for his first visit to 


also guard the Ibrahim Mosque, holy 
to both Muslims and Jews. 

In contrast to the euphoria which 
greeted the PNA arrival in Bethle- 
hem, Ramallah and Nablus in late 
1995, Hebronites’ joy was muted by 
the fact that Israeli troops remain in 
a fifth of the city. 

A clash broke out Friday near the 
mosque on the border between 
Palestinian and Israeli-held zones, 
highlighting the potential for trouble 
in the divided dry. 


Israel's 'objective' is 
restricted Palestinian 
self-rule — Netanyahu 


PARIS (AFP) — In all its 
dealings with the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA). Israel is seeking to 
limit Palestinian autonomy 
in areas which could threat- 
en Israeli security. Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu says in an inter- 
view published Saturday. 

The Israeli leader told the 
French newspaper Le 
Figaro that the “objective” 
of che Israeli government is 
to "maintain a Palestinian 
autonomy without certain 
prerogatives which could 
endanger our country.” 

The paper did not say 
when the interview had 
been conducted. r. 

On Friday, the PNA, led 
by Yasser Arafat, took con- 
trol of the key West Bank 
town of Hebron after a his- 
toric deal with Mr. Netan- 
yahu’s right-wing govern- 
ment. 

According to Le Figaro, 
Mr. Netanyahu said Israel’s 
policy "is safeguarding the 
land of our forefathers.” 

“This was “precisely 
what we did in the Hebron 
accord: We are staying in 
Hebron and we are deploy- 
ing in the town, not out- 
side," he said. 

"It’s a good agreement for 
both sides.” he added. 

“We want the Palestinians 
to respect all the commit- 
ments they made, including 
the amendment of the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation 

Organisation) Charter 
which demands the 
destruction of the Jewish 
state: the dismantling of 
lerronst organisations and 


infrastructures: the confis- 
cation of arms ...” 

Referring to Jerusalem — 
claimed by both Jews and 
Palestinians as their right- 
ful capital — Mr. Neta- 
nyahu said: “Jerusalem will 
never be negotiated. People 
should know that once and 
for all.” 

Asked about the possibil- 
ity of a resumption of talks 
with Syria, as demanded by 
Washington. Mr. Netany- 
ahu said that after a period 
of tension, “we are moving 
ahead slowly but surely 
towards resuming peace 
talks.” 

But “the Syrians have still 
not accepted our proposals 
to restart the talks.” 

He added. However, that 
the issue of the Golan 
Heights, “annexed" by Isra- 
el and demanded by Syria, 
was “not negotiable.” 

“We need the Golan 
Heights for strategic, his- 
torical and economic rea- 
sons.” he said, adding that 
“one quarter of Israel’s 
water resources come from 
the Golan Heights. One can 
live without oil but no-one 
can live without water.” 
Referring to a subject that 
caused tension in relations 
between Israel and France, 
Mr. Netanyahu said he 
wanted Europe to play a 
“balanced and moderated” 
role in the peace process.” 
“Zionism is not dead,” he 
said, saying he believed 
that “in the next 10 years, 
the majority of Jewish peo- 
ple will live in Israel.” 


Hebron agreement 
changed nothing for 
Syria, official says 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
A Syrian official on Saturday 
reiterated Damascus' demand 
that Israel accept the principle 
of withdrawing from the 
occupied Golan Heights 
before talks resume between 
the two foes. 

“The talks will not resume 
until the current Israeli gov- 
ernment accepts the principle 
of full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights to the pre-war 
June 4. 1967 border lines,” 
one official told Reuters. 

The statement came die day 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu "was 
quoted in the French daily Le 
Figaro as saying Israel would 
□ever give up the Golan. 

“We must keep the Golan 
for strategic, historical and 
economic reasons,” he said. 

But Mr. Netanyahu, who 
last week signed the long- 
delayed deal turning over SO 
per cent of Hebron in the 
occupied West Bank to Pales- 
tinian self-rule, said Israel and 
Syria were inching towards 
talks. 

Israel's previous Labour-led 
government, which was 
defeated in elections in May 
by Mr. Netanyahu, broke off 
talks with Syria in March last 
year after a wave of suicide 
bombings iij8$rael in which 
59 people w^nrkilled. 

Meanwhile, .Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim Khad- 
dara returned borne from 
Cairo after talks with Egypt- 
ian leaders on how to boost 
Arab solidarity, officials said. 

Mr. Khaddam was accom- 
panied by Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa- 


Syrian officials said that Mr. 
Khaddam, who met President 
Hosni Mubarak during the 
visit, “discussed the Arab situ- 
ation and means of reactivat- 
ing joint Arab action." 

Damascus’ state-run radio, 
in an implicit reference to the 
Hebron deal, said that by sign- 
ing the deal Mr. Netanyahu 
was trying to delude the world 
and show that he was a man of 
peace. 

In Cairo, Mr. Khaddam and 
Mr. Sharaa also tnet Prime 
Minis ter Kama! AJ Ganzuri 
and Foreign Minister Amr 
Mussa before wrapping up a 
two-day visit to Cairo. 

On Friday Mr. Khaddam 
met Mr. Mubarak and handed 
him a message from Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad on 
“the Arab situation and peace 
efforts” following the imple- 
mentation of the Hebron 
accord, the Egyptian news 
agency MENA reported. 

The Syrian and Egyptian 
officials did not release any 
statements at the end of the 
two-hour meeting, but MENA 
said they discussed “ways of 
bolstering common Arab 
action and developments in 
the peace process." 

An Egyptian official said on 
Friday that Mr. Mubarak was 
to discuss the future of the 
peace process following the 
conclusion of the accord turn- 
ing Hebron over to Palestin- 
ian rule. 

The Syrian delegation went 
to Cairo after Mr. Mubarak 
held discussions on the tele- 
phone Thursday with Mr. 
Assad, who is recovering 
from prostate surgery. 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Saturday 
visit with the mayor of Amman, Mamdouh Abbadi, at his office at the Greater 
Amman Municipality { photo by Yousef ‘Allan ) 


King expresses pride in capital; 
Prince Hassan urges council 
to contribute to employment 


By Ramadan Rawashdeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein expressed 
pride in Amman and called 
for preserving the achieve- 
ments of its municipal 
council to make it as a 
model to be emulated by 
others in the Middle East. 

During a visit to the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity (GAM) along with HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
at a meeting with the 
mayor, GAM members and 
officials. King Hussein said 
Amman's cleanliness and 
well-organisation are now a 
source of admiration by 
every visitor. 

“I might be one of the 
oldest inhabitants of the 
city of Amman amongst 
you, and 1 remember it 
when it was a mere vil- 
lage.” the King told the 
gathering. 

“Then it was a kind of 
exaggeration to describe it 
us a city. Everyone of us 


used ro know the other 
people, their telephone 
numbers and the private 
and public transport cars." 
he noted. 

“Now when I visit a place 
1 have visited earlier, I find 
it difficult to reach my des- 
tination because the city 
has changed.” 

He said it was natural for 
such a change to bring with 
it many challenges and 
problems, but said he was 
confident in che city' coun- 
cil’s ability to overcome 
the challenges and prob- 
lems. 

“It is natural for this 
change to bring with it 
many challenges, require- 
ments and problems, but 
with your resolve, sincerity 
and perseverance, as well 
as with dialogue, (interac- 
tion) and joint convictions, 
you will achieve all your 
aspirations and hopes 
which are. of course, our 
hopes and aspirations too. 

“We hope that we will be 
able to establish and build 


on our achievements to 
enable the coming genera- 
tions to enjoy w hat we were 
deprived of." the King con- 
cluded. 

After His Majesty con- 
cluded his visit to the 
municipality. Prince Has- 
san addressed the meeting 
by calling on the munici- 
pality to play a greater role 
in providing job opportuni- 
ties to citizens. 

Prince Hassan dwelt on 
the historical significance 
of the city, saying for exam- 
ple that the Amman citadel 
dates back to 4,000 years. 

The Crown Prince said 
that in the world’s great 
capitals there are internal 
urban areas, such as the 
case with the cities of Lon- 
don and Birmingham. 

“Here 1 point out to an 
unkown role, and that is the 
role of developing urban 
conditions in the inner 
cities. And here I would 
like to point to the role of 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan, Iraq conclude 


oil, trade agreements 


BAGHDAD (Agencies') — 
Iraq will raise the amount 
of oil supplied free to Jor- 
dan to S300 million in 
1997 from $250 million 
last year, the official Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said 
on Saturday. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein announced the 
decision during a meeting 
in Baghdad with Minister 
of Trade and Industry Ali 
Abul Ragheb and Minister 
of Energy Hashem Dabbas. 

“President Saddam Hus- 


sein has given the order for 
Iraq to provide for all Jor- 
dan's needs for crude oil 
and petroleum products at 
preferential prices," the 
agency said. 

The sum of $300 million 
“will be deducted from the 
value of petroleum prod- 
ucts exported to Jordan," it 
added. 

Official sources said Jor- 
dan’s bill for the import of 
oil from Iraq will therefore 
be raised by $70 million a 
year. 


The two ministers began 
talks with Iraqi officials on 
Thursday in a bid to renew 
agreements to import Iraqi 
oil and to renew- a trade 
protocol between the two 
countries. 

An oil agreement signed 
in 1 990 calls on Iraq to sup- 
ply Jordan with 3.2 million 
tonnes of crude and 1 .2 mil- 
lion tonnes of petroleum 
products but Jordan wonted 
to increase its imports by 


(Continued on page 7) 


Sudan says invaders pushed back; 
rebels report continued advance 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — The 
Sudanese government said on Saturday its 
army had pushed back attacks in the east of 
the country, where it says Ethiopian forces 
invaded last Sunday. 

In Cairo the opposition National Democ- 
ratic Alliance (NDA). which says it is 
responsible for the attacks, denied the gov- 
ernment’s account. “They are liars,” oppo- 
sition spokesman Farouq Abu Eissa told 
Reuters in Cairo. 

'The armed forces have made a big 
advance at the barde fronts, especially in 
the Kurmuk and Qeissan areas,” said the 
government newspaper A1 Sudan A1 
Hadith. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak ruled 
out Ethiopian and Eritrean involvement in 
the fighting, the official Egyptian news 
agency MENA reported 

"What is happening now' in Sudan are 


internal Sudanese problems. Ethiopia and 
Eritrea are not involved, as Sudan claims, 
in the attacks," Mr. Mubarak said at the 
opening of the International Cairo Book 
Fair, MENA said. 

Mr. Mubarak's remarks came three days 
after he received Sudanese Vice-President 
A1 Zubair Mohammad Saleh in Cairo. 

Sudan tried to secure Egypt’s support 
against the atiacks on its easiem border, 
which it said were launched by Ethiopia 
and Eritrea. 

But Egypt insisted on giving a low-pro- 
file to rhe meeting, barring television crews 
from filming the encounter and failed to 
issue any official statement after the 
encounter. 

■The Egyptian government has underlined 
its support to the unity of Sudan,” Mr. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Food, medicine to begin 


i arriving soon for Iraqis 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Iraq soon 
should begin receiving shipments of food 
and medicine under the U.N. oil-For-food 
plan now that the first revenues from oil 
exports have been deposited in a U.N.-con- 
trolled bank account, U.N. officials said 
Friday. 

U.N. spokesman Fred Eckhard said the 
first revenues from oil sales were deposited 
this week in an escrow account at the 
Banque Narionale de Paris. As of Friday, 
SI 13 million had been placed in the 
account, he said. 

A U.N. diplomat, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said the account was expect- 
ed to grow to about S219 million by the end 
of the month. 

Funds from the account will be used to 
purchase food and medicine for the Iraqi 
people, who have been suffering the effects 
of more than six years of Internationa] 
sanctions. 

Those sanctions were imposed in 1990 
after President Saddam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait. The Security Council refuses to lift 
the sanctions until it is convinced Iraq has 
complied with U.N. orders to dismantle its 
long range missiles and nuclear, biological 
and chemical weapons. 

But last year, the council agreed to relax 
the embargo to allow Iraq to sell up to $2 
billion worth of oil for an initial six months 


to buy humanitarian goods. 

The supplies will be distributed under 
U.N. supervision. 

Mr. Eckhard did not say precisely when 
the first shipments of food and medicine 
would reach Iraq. But U.N. officials said 
the first major contract for food sales to 
Iraq had been approved. 

It was for S50 million worth of wheal pur- 
chased from Australia, the officials said on 
condition of anonymity. 

On Thursday. U.N. officials told Security 
Council diplomats that the first of the 155 
U.N. monitors who will oversee the 
humanitarian distribution were expected to 
arrive in Iraq in early February. 

Mr. Eckhard said the U.N. financial crisis 
bad delayed their arrival. 

'Their recruitment, qf course, has been 
hindered by the fact that there hasn't been 
money,” Mr. Eckhard said. ‘‘Subject to 
availability of funds, we’re planning to 
start deploying them either later this month 
or early February and complete deployment 
by the end of February." 

About 30 U.N. monitors are already in 
Iraq to oversee the arrival of. the goods at 
ports and airports. Their operation is sepa- 
rate from the planned 151 monitors who 
will supervise distribution throughout the 
country. 


Jordanian 

faces 


extortion 


charge in 


Cyprus 


NICOSIA (AFP) — A Jordan- 
ian working in Cyprus as a wait- 
er was charged on Friday with 
trying to extort S2 million from 
die French embassy here, police 
said. 

Nasser Hussein Mohammad. 
23. was charged at Nicosia crim- 
inal court with making threats to 
extort money and was remanded 
in custody until the trial on 
March 24. 

Mohammad was arrested in a 
telephone booth in the southern 
pon city of Limassol while on 
the line to the French embassy, 
police spokesman Gavcos 
Xenos told AFP. He said the man 
was "demanding 52 million 
before Dec. 31 or else several 
French interests would be 
bombed - 

Police told the court Moham- 
mad admitted the offence, 
between 1994 and 1996. and that 
he claimed io he a member of an 
organisation called “Ansar Al- 
Haq." t friends of the right). 

Aeeimling to Cypriot police. 
Ansar Al Haq. based in 
Lehanon. was involved in the 
Dec. 3 attack on a Paris under- 
pound trjin in which four peo- 
ple were killed ;ind 9 ] wounded. 

Investigators in Paris believe 
that militants from Algeria were 
behind the attack. Police sakl 
Mohammad liad received train- 


ing in "terrorist” activities in 
three countries w hich he refused 
to idemiv. In court. Mohammad 
asked Ctprus io gram him polit- 
ical asylum, and pleaded for the 
case to be sent to the United 
Nations. 


Lebanon upholds immuni ty 
for detained Iraqi diplomats 


BEIRUT (AP) — The 
Foreign Ministry has 
said that three Iraqi 
diplomats detained for 
the 1994 assassination 
of a dissident have 
diplomatic immunity 
and cannot be tried for 
murder. 

The ruling could lead 
to the release of the 
diplomats, who have 
been held in police cus- 
tody since shortly after 
the April 1994 assassi- 
nation of Taleb Ali Al 
Suheil, a key figure in a 
failed 1993 plot to over- 
throw Iraqi leader Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Four Iraqi diplomats 
were arrested after the 
murder, but one died in 
1995 of a brain hemor- 
rhage. 

The Foreign Ministry 
said the men were 
accredited diplomats 
who enjoy immunity 
from prosecution even 
though Lebanon no 
longer had diplomatic 
ties with Iraq, the inde- 
pendent Al Nahar news- 
paper reported Saturday. 

Prosecutor-General 
Adnan Addoum on Sat- 
urday confirmed the 
Foreign Ministry ruling, 
but added that the “For- 
eign Ministry’s memo- 
randum is not binding 
on judicial authorities. It 
is up to judicial authori- 
ties to decide what to do 


next. 

An Nahar said Beirut 
rosecutor Abdullah 
itar was considering 
requests by the diplo- 
mats' lawyers to free the 


men. 

Two of the diplomats 
were arrested near the 
Iraqi embassy shortly 
after Al Suheil was 
gunned down as he 
answered the door to his 
Beirut apartment The 
two others took refuge 
in the Iraqi mission, 
sparking a standoff with 
authorities that led to 
Beirut severing diplo- 
matic ties with Baghdad 
several days later. 

Those diplomats were 
seized by security men 
at Beirut airport after a 
car chase across the city 
following the embassy’s 
closure and the expul- 
sion of its staff. 

At the time of the 
arrests, Iraq insisted that 
the men had diplomatic 
immunity. Authorities 
held the diplomats and 
asked the Foreign Min- 
istry to clarify their sta- 
tus. 

The Foreign Ministry 
did not explain the more 
than 2 1/2 year delay in 
the decision. 

But the decision could 
signal a thawing of rela- 
tions between Iraq and 
both Lebanon and Syria. 

A Lebanese delegation 
visited Iraq last month 
for talks on a possible 
resumption of relations. 
Arab diplomats in Cairo 
said, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Iraq is a bitter foe of 
Syria, the dominant 
power in Lebanon. 



Iraqis chanting anti-Israeli slogans and praising Saddam Hussein demonstrate in the 
streets of Baghdad on Saturday to mark what the government designated as’ science 
day,' ffie day six years ago when Iraq launched Scud missiles against Israel in the Golf 
war (AFP photo) 


Iraqis celebrate launching of Scud 
attacks against Israel in Gulf war 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq held ral- 
lies on Saturday for “science day,” its fust 
commemoration of the 1991 Gulf war mis- 
sile strikes on Israel. 

- “Science day... The day Al Hussein mis- 
siles hit selected targets in Tel Aviv and 
Haifa causing horror and fear among indi- 
viduals of the Zionist enemy,” the official 
Ai Qadissiya said in a front page editorial. 

More than 10,000 Iraqis took to the 
streets of Baghdad chanting slogans prais- 
ing Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and 
carried banners denouncing U.S. and Zion- 
ist aggression against Iraq. 

Ceremonies were also held in schools, 
universities and ministries during die day to 
celebrate the Iraqi technology used to adapt 
the Soviet-made Scuds to allow them to 
reach Israel. 

Newspapers also gaves pages of analysis 
and reports to the anniversary of the first 
firing of the Al Hussein Scud at Israel, with 
the official Al Jumhouriya saying the AJ 
Hussein had “buried forever the theory of 
Israeli security.” 

Between January and February 1991, Iraq 
fired a total of 39 Scud missiles at Israel, 
killing two people and injuring more than 
300. 

The first celebration of the Scud attacks 
follows Thursday's celebration of the Gulf 
war during which President Saddam insist- 
ed Iraq had emerged victorious from the 
battle despite the fact his forces were dri- 


ven out of Kuwait and a vast pan of Iraq’s 
military and industrial infrastructure was 
destroyed. 

Iraq is still suffering from tough econom- 
ic sanctions imposed by the United Nations 
after the August 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
and which the U.N. insists will not be lifted 
until Iraq proves it no longer has long- 
range missiles. 

The U.N. Special Commission on disarm- 
ing Iraq (UNSCOM) insists Baghdad is still 
hiding between six and 16 long-range mis- 
siles. 

The Sunday’s rallies were attended by 
senior ruling Baath party officials and thou- 
sands of school and university students. 

Newspapers carried editorials and arti- 
cles condemning Israel and praising the 
missile assault, saying it was in “revenge 
for the children of Palestine... And to punish 
this expansionist and aggressive entity 
(Israel) which is occupying Palestine.” 

“Iraqi missiles have awoken the spirit of 
resistance and defiance among Arabs and 
Muslims and reasserted their satisfaction 
that victory would be theirs,” Al- 
Jumhouriya said. 

Al Jumhouriya said the attack has “bro- 
ken up the theory of Israel’s security." 

Iraq and Israel are theoretically at war 
with each other. Iraqi troops took part in all 
Arab-Israeli wars. In 1982 Israeli war- 
planes raided and destroyed an Iraqi 
nuclear reactor close to Baghdad. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ir anian seeks IAEA position 


q'EHRAN (R) — Iran has nominated the bead of its 
atomic energy body as secretaiy-general for the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (LAEA), Iranian 
newspapers reported on Saturday. Iran had proposed 
Reza Amrollahi, bead of the country’s Atomic Energy 
Organisation (IAEO) for die position which will 
become vacant in December 1997, the Tehran Times 
reported. Switzerland, Italy, Ukraine, Egypt and Zam- 
bia had also submitted names of candidates for the 
post, the official Iranian news agency IRNA reported. 
Iran’s first nuclear power station at the southern Iranian 
port of Bushehr will come on stream in three years with 
the help of Russian technicians, Mr. Amrollahi was 
quoted as saying earlier this month. The U.S. has 
objected to the $800 million Iran-Russia deal on the 
grounds that Tehran might use the technology to devel- 
op nuclear arms. Iran denies it has any intention of 
building a nuclear bomb and says it wants alternative 
energy sources and that its sites are open to 
international inspection. 


Beirut sentences 4 Islamists to death 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s highest court on Friday sen- 
tenced to death the head of a small radical group and 
three supporters for the 1995 killing of a rival Islamist 
cleric. The judicial council convicted Palestinian 
Ahmad Saadi of |ordering the killing of Sheikh Nizar AI 
Halabi, head of the pro-Syrian Al Ahbash Sunni group. 
Three members of his Esbat Al Ansar faction — two 
Lebanese and a Palestinian — were also sentenced to 
death for carrying out the assassination. Halabi was 
gunned down in, ms car in west Beirut in August 1995. 
The judicial cbuncil, whose rulings can not be 
appealed, had opened the trial of 20 group members — 
of whom Saadi and two others are at large — in May 
1996 on charges of killing Halabi and belonging to a 
violent armed group. The court also sentenced two 
group members, a Palestinian and a Lebanese, to life in 
jail for their part in killing Halabi and two others 
received a 20-year and five-year jail terms respectively 
for previous failed attempts against his life. Twelve 
men accused of belonging to Esbat Al Ansar (band of 
supporters) received shorter jail terms for carrying unli- 
censed weapons. 


Turkish publisher in court for rights report 


ISTANBUL (R) — A Turkish publisher and translator 
appeared in court on Friday accused of insulting the 
Turkish security forces by disseminating a report by the 
U.S.-based rights group Human Rights Watch. The 
pair, Aysenur Zarakolu and Ertugrul Kurkcu, face 
between two and six years in jail. They translated and 
published in Turkey the 1995 report “Weapons Trans- 
fers and Violations of the Laws of War in Turkey,” 
which criticised Ankara’s handling of a 12-year-old 
Kurdish rebel conflict. Defence lawyer Osman Ergin 
told the court the prosecution had taken particular 
offence at a sentence in the report that quotes an 
unnamed senior official at the U.S. embassy in Turkey 
as describing crack Turkish policemen as “brutal 
thugs.” “I simply translated the book and I can see no 
crime in that,” translator Kurkcu told the court. “These 
are two words in quotes are not even ideas or com- 
ments of the writer himself.” The prosecution did not 
speak at the hearing, which was adjourned until Feb. 
21. A delegation from Human Rights Watch monitored 
the triaL 


Egypt detains 45 suspected militants 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian police on Saturday detained 
for questioning 45 suspected members of a militant 
group on charges of plotting to kill high-ranking offi- 
cials, sources at the prosecutor's office^said. They said 
the detainees were members of the Qotbioun group, a 
spin-off of the illegal and influential Muslim brother- 
hood. The group takes its name from one of the Broth- 
erhood's key members, Sayed Qotb, who was executed 
by the state in the 1960s. The group believes that the 
structure of Egyptian society contradicts Islamic prin- 
ciples and that Islamic law is the only true way to gov- 
ern. Unlike the Brotherhood, which believes in chang- 
ing the government by political means, the sources said 
the Qotbioun resort to violence. More than 1,000 peo- 
ple have been killed and hundreds wounded since mil- 
itant groups began fighting the government in 1992 to 
set up a strict Islamic state. Police captured the group, 
and seven of their leaders, in several districts of Cairo, 
the sources said. The prosecutor will hold them in cus- 
tody for 15 days pending investigations, they added. - 
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Jordan Valley..., 
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Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 


Yesierday’s high temperatures: 
Ammnn \ 1 , Aqaba 19 Humidity 
readings: Amman 60 per cent. 
.Aqaba 45 percent. 


gency. 199 

Rescue ftilioe — 1 92 621 1 11.637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police. 843402 


Traffic Police. 


.4596390 
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AMMAN: 

Dn Mohammad Shuqair ..652693 

Dc Nidal Al Assa*d .751673 

Dr. IsamAlAsmar S90504 

Dr. Osama AIHnssemi -847289 
Ftras pharmacy 661912 


Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800. 

Price Complaints 661176 
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University Hospital 845845 
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The Islamic, Abdali — 666126/37 

Al-AhH. Abdali 664164/6 
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Special Surgery -.865199 
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Zaiqa Govt Hospital 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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and seas calm. 
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Home News 


Muasher criticises press for 
‘monotonous performance’ 
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- AMMAN (J.T.) ■ — Minister 
of Information Marwan 
Muasher Saturday criti- 
cised the Jordanian press 
stating that although daily 
newspapers enjoy high 
credibility they still per- 
form monotonously and 
seem afraid to tackle con- 
troversial issues. 

Weekly papers or tabloids 
have little credibility and 
their reports have been crit- 
icised especially in terms of 
news reports, the minister 
stated in remarks during a 
ceremony held at the Jor- 
dan Press Association 
(JPA) to swear in 23 new 
journalists as JPA mem- 
bers. 

The press must remain 
careful and committed to 
reporting what government 
officials say in order to 
rebuild confidence between 
government and press, he 
said. 

Accurate information and 
credible reporting should 


form the basis of the jour- 
nalist trade, according to 
Or. Muasher who stated 
that there are certain' rea- 
sons to restrict press free- 
doms and other times the 
press must be empowered 
to tackle all topics freely 
without restrictions. 

The minister also con- 
firmed that the Parliamen- 
tary Administrative and 
Guidance Committee Tues- 
day will begin debate 
regarding a package of 
media draft laws. 

Referring to Jordan Tele- 
vision, he maintained that 
financial constraints, 

bureaucracy and political 
developments have pre- 
vented. television from pur- 
suing its development and 
promoting its performance. 

The government is 
preparing a new financial 
system to take care of the 
problem, he said. « 


Tabloid editor receives 


six-month sentence 


By Rana Hussein i 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 25-year 
old editor of a weekly 
tabloid, who Thursday was 
sentenced to six months 
imprisonment and ordered 
to pay a JD 500 fine for 
violating the Press and 
Publication Law, plans to 
appeal the verdict. 

“The sentence was harsh 
beyond our expectations 
and we plan to take the case 
to the Court of Appeals,” 
Defence Attorney Mazen 
Majali told the Jordan 
Times. 

Abdullah Bani Issa. for- 
mer. editor of A1 Hiwar, was 
found guilty by the Amman 
Court of First Instance on 
Thursday of publishing 
material considered slan- 
‘ 1 derflus to His Majesty Kirigf 
: flussehr and’ BF ■publishing' 
. hews items covering an 
illegal organisation (Hezb 
A1 Tahrir). 

On Jan. 6, 1996, Mr. Bani 
Issa, who had been 
detained for two days, 
pleaded not guilty to both 
charges and told the prose- 
cutor during interrogation 
that there was a press code 
which allowed for the pub- 
lication of interviews with 
officials from Hezb A1 
Tahrir and that the inter- 
view was not slanderous to 
the King. 

According to die prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, Mr. Bani 
Issa had permitted the pub- 
lication of an interview 
with Islamist spokesman 
Atta Abu Rishleh, of the 
illegal Hezb AJ Tahrir (Lib- 


eration Party), to be pub- 
lished in October of 1995. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh, 53, was 
sentenced to three years 
imprisonment in 1996 after 
being found guilty by the 
State Security Court of 
slandering His Majesty 
King Hussein in the Octo- 
ber newspaper interview. 

Mr. Bani Issa, who testi- 
fied for the prosecution, 
told the State Security 
'Court then that he resolved^ 
to publish Mr. Abu 
Rishteh’s interview as he 
saw no Royal family names 
in the interview. 

A1 Hiwar weekly was 
bankrupt five months after 
its establishment and Mr. 
Bani Issa is now the editor 
of the weekly A1 Hayat 
newspaper. 

Mr, Abu Rishteh was 
, arrested several. pjpes_ .oyer 
the .past .^pjpars /ot mili : 
,tapt .activities ^nd, , affrlia- 
tion with Hezb A1 Tahrii 1 , A * 
fundamentalist group 
which does not recognise 
any existing Arab or Mus- 
lim regime and calls for 
establishing a caliphate 
style Islamic state. 

Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) President Seif Sharif 
told the Jordan Times Fri- 
day that the union is plan- 
ning no interference in the 
case. 

“We do not interfere in 
the course of justice, and as 
a sentence was issued we 
cannot intervene” Mr. 
Sharif said, adding that the 
JPA interference “occurs 
only when a journalist is 
detained for questioning by 
the prosecutor.” 


WHAT’S QOING QN 


CONCERT ’ 

* Performance by artists from Madaba goyernorate at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at S:00 p.m. 

PLAY 

* Play (in Arabic) entitled “Total Fiasco” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.in. . 

EXHIBITIONS 

11 

■* Paintings by Muhammad Ali Shaker at the Orient 
^Gallery, Issam Ajlouni Street, Shmeisani. until Jan. 30. 

■ • ♦'•photographic exhibition on the life of the Founder of 
Pakistan at Quaid-e- Azam HaH, Embassy of Pakistan, 
Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 622787. 624680), until January 31. 

r’* *Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled “The New 
*©0Hection” at Darat A1 Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 

■ $13251/2), until Feb. 27. 

1 \ 

Works by Jordanian artists at die Royal Cultural Cen- 

■ dlfe, until Jan. 30. 
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New parties emerge 


University increases hourly 
wage for student workers 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Universi- 
ty of Jordan has increased 
the hourly wage for stu- 
dents working on campus 
"from 600 fils to 700 fils to 
encourage more students to 
join the work programme, 
Waleed Ma’ani. vice-presi- 
dent of administrative 
affairs said this week. 

The campus work pro- 
gramme, which enables 
students to work up to 20 
hours per week, offers stu- 
dents the opportunity to 
earn money while gaining 
work experience. 

Some students work in 
the library and reading 
rooms while others opt to 
work in university hostels. 

“Many women choose to 
work in our all-female hos- 
tels for religious reasons,” 
Dr. Ma’ani said. 

He affirmed that last year 
a total of JD30,700 was 
proffered to students 
involved in the programme. 

“I estimate that we will 
employ approximately 150 
students this semester," he 
added. 

Other financial aid 
includes loans and grants 
from the university student 
fund 

This semester, 70 stu- 
dents. out of 206 appli- 
cants, were offered grants. 

The 136 students who did 
not receive these grants 
may apply for a student 
loan, however many stu- 
dents do not apply for 
available loans. 

“Students prefer grants to 


loans as many fear they will 
not find subsequent 
employment to pay back 
the loan,” Dr. Ma’ani said. 

The loan requires the stu- 
dents to begin repayment 
six months after gradua- 
tion. 

Heretofore, this semester, 
517 students have received 
loans, 18 less than the 535 
students who applied last 
semester. 

Loan prerequisites 
include a high grade point 
average as well as proof of 
financial need. 

The student fiind was 
established in 1974, “in the 
hopes of encouraging acad- 
emic excellence and afford- 
ing students the opportuni- 
ty to attend the university 
who otherwise could not," 
Dr. Ma’ani said. , 

“The fund is now almSst 
completely self-supportSig 
as it is replenished wlten 
students pay back dfeir 
loans,” boasted Dr. Ma’ani. 

However, Dr. Ma'ani 
lamented the lack of out- 
side benefactors which, be 
said, limits the number of 
grants to students. 

“We have only around 20 
benefactors from which 
eight students have 
received grants this year, 
we would love to award 
more grants but cannot 
afford to do so,” he said. 

Dr. Ma’ani estimates that 
approximately JD 100,000 
was spent from the student 
fund this academic year. 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to the J onion Times 

AMMAN — The peace 
process and normalisation 
with Israel at the regional 
level as well as the need 
for stemming tribalism 
and initiating social 
reforms at the national 
level emerged as the key- 
points in the political pro- 
grammes of the newly- 
established Jordan Popu- 
lar Movement (JPM) and 
Jordan's Peace Party. 

While some observers 
and scientists see disaf- 
fection and indifference 
towards organised politi- 
cal life in the high num- 
ber of political parties, the 
founders of the new par- 
ties maintain that there is 
a widespread need for 
new and more modem 
parties, shaped on Jor- 
dan's changing political, 
social and economic con- 
texts. 

In fact, the end of 1996 
was marked by the regis- 
tration of four new politi- 
cal parties which raised 
die number of political 
groupings in the King- 
dom to 26. 

Together with the JPM 
and the Peace Party, two 
new groups, the Arab 
Land Party and the 
Homeland Party, entered 
into the political arena. 

At the international 
level, the Arab-Israeti 
peace process has both 
created economic devel- 
opment opportunities and 
presented new political 
challenges, such as the 
thorny question of the 
normalisation process 


with Israel, JPM Secre- 
tary General Jamal Khat- 
ib stated. 

“The peace process ini- 
tiated political debate and 
our main goal is to deal 
with new Jordanian reali- 
ties,” Dr. Khatib told the 
Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview. 

Stressing the role of the 
1992 Madrid conference 
as a turning point in the 
history' of both Jordan and 
the Arab World, Dr. Khat- 
ib called for “a real and 
significant normalisation 
process” as opposed to 
“empty slogans.” 

“The normalisation 
process will gradually be 
implemented, but the pre- 
sent phase needs to be 
translated into concrete 
action,” he said. 

Leader of the Peace 
Party Shaher Khreis 
echoed Dr. Khatib in both 
supporting the peace 
accord and criticising the 
current phase in Arab- 
Israeli relations. 

Notwithstanding the 
long-awaited finalisation 
of the Hebron agreement, 
under which the Israeli 
pull-out from the Pales- 
tinian town commenced 
Friday, Dr. Khreis criti- 
cised the policies of hard- 
liner Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“For the first time in die 
history of Israel, most 
powers are being concen- 
trated in the hands of the 
prime minister and I do 
not think such an experi- 
ment will bring positive 
results,” Dr. Khreis com- 
mented. 

If at the international 


urging social reform 


level both leaders seem to 
share similar points of 
view and praised the lead- 
ership of His Majesty 
King Hussein, at the 
domestic level the Peace 
Party places a greater 
emphasis on the need for 
socio-economic reforms,, 
while the 450-strong 
JPM, mostly middle-, 
class, insists on the fight 
against tribalism. 

“Our party calls on all 
the people to demonstrate 
their strong support for 
the Hashemite leadership 
and King Hussein.” said 
Dr. Khreis. who started 
his political carrier in the 
Arab Ba’ath Socialist 
Party and has militated in 
professional unions. 

“Under the leadership 
of King Hussein, Jordan 
was able to play its 
unique role in the peace 
process, gaining a new 
status and regional and 
international w recogni- 
tion,” added Dr. Khatib. 
referring in particular to 
the vital role the King 
played in the Palestinian- 
lsraeli negotiations of the 
recent agreement for the 
Israeli redeployment from 
Hebron. 

According to Dr. Khat- 
ib, in what he defined as 
the political culture which 
should prevail in Jordan, 
“citizens should be loyal 
to their parties and not to 
their tribes and they 
should shape their politi- 
cal stands on the basis of 
ideology and not on the 
basis of their own or their 
relatives’ benefit” 

In a democratic society, 
citizens should be party- 


oriented, and not tribe- 
oriented. he summarised. 

Education. pensions, 
job opportunities and 
financial measures to 
favour small and medium 
businesses are the main 
; issues to be tackled inter- 
nally. said Peace Party’s 
Dr. Khreis. 

As for the election law 
slated for passage before 
the November 1 997 gen- 
eral elections, Dr. Khreis 
formulated a comprehen- 
sive articulated proposal 
which envisages the raise 
in the number of parlia- 
mentary sears from the 
current 80 up to 120, one- 
third of which should be 
reserved for minorities. 

Of the forty seats 
reserved, “at least 17 
.should be allocated to 
women and 1 1 to 
refugees, who constitute a 
large portion of Jordanian 
society and should be 
given adequate represen- 
tation in Parliament,” he 
said. 

According to Dr. 
Khreis’ proposed election 
law, in each of the twelve 
constituencies, every 
given voter would be 
granted the possibility of 
expressing three prefer- 
ences: "One for the candi- 
date who could serve 
hinder at the local level, 
the second for the candi- 
date who could serve 
him/her at the national 
level, and the third for a 
minority candidate.’’ he 
said. 


Kingdom to combat desertification 
with executive programme 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has embarked on the preparation of an executive programme 
to combat desertification. Arab Organisation for Agricultural Development (AOAD) 
Director General Yahya Bakour announced Saturday. 

AOAD specialists will help implement the study, he added. 

The study identified desertification problems as well as pollutants affecting the environ- 
ment and Dr. Bakour maintained that the desertification-combating programme is slated to 
Jast 20 years — from 1997 until 2017. 

;- He explained, that the programme’s priority projects will be implemented in 'the first five 
"years of die time frame and that Jordan and the AOAD have divided the project into 16 seg*- ’ 
ments. 

The AOAD-sponsored study suggested the establishment of a coordination committee to 
create a national fund to stem desertification while maintaining cooperation with the 
AOAD. 

AOAD Regional Director Abdul Hamid Kayed described the programme as delineating 
three objectives in dealing with land which receives very little rain: 

• Preventing future deterioration of pasture lands that they might become productive 
again. 

• Increasing the production of animal feed from pastures 

• Increasing the kingdom’s livestock wealth. 

The study encourages active public participation and environment and drought aware- 
ness, Dr. Kayed maintained. 

He also said that the study calls for the implementation of a comprehensive plan for 
afforestation and soil protection as well as discouragement of expanding urban regions to 
the detriment of agricultural territory and increasing research and agricultural extension 
services. 

The study also recommends the establishment of a specialised department within the 
Ministry of Agriculture to maintain pasture lands of which, it says. Jordan is in large part 
comprised. 


Ministerial committee reviews water situation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Interior Awad 
Kbleifat Saturday chaired a 
water and agricultural min- 
isterial committee meeting : 
to discuss the water situa- 
tion in Jordan. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti attended 
part of the meeting which 
focused on the quality of 
water pumped to farmlands 
as well as underground and 
surface water available in 
the country. 

A statement released fol- 
lowing the meeting 
affirmed that the govern- 


ment will take a number of 
measures to minimi se 
waterwaste as well as facto- 
ry waste water treatment 

The committee groups 
ministers of water and irri- 
gation. municipal and rural 
affairs and the environ- 
ment, agriculture, planning 
and the minister of state for 
prime ministry affairs. 

The statement affirmed 
that the committee will 
hold a follow-up meeting 
next week. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) Sat- 
urday announced that jain 


over the past few days has 
added 1.097 million cubic 
metres to those reservoirs 
mainly used for irrigation 
purposes. 

The announcement delin- 
eated the largest amount of 
rain-water as measured in 
the King Taial dam which 
received 915.000 cubic 
metres. Altogether, it said, 
the Kingdom’s dams now 
altogether contain 51.382 
million cubic metres with 
the King Taial Dam com- 
prising 39.1 million. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prime minis ter offers condolences over accident deaths 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Saturday sent a cable to his 
Egyptian counterpart Kamal Janzouri condoling him over the death of several Egyptians 
in a major bus accident last week. 


Advisor to King leaves to participate in UAE programme 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King advisor for Islamic Affairs Chief Justice Izzeddin Khatib 
Tamimi, Saturday left for the United Arab Emirates to participate in a television pro- 
gramme entitled “Open Dialogue on Jerusalem." 


CDD responds to 728 accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Defence Department responded to 728 accidents in the 
past week. These were tabulated as follows: 48 home fires, 643 emergency situations and 
37 accidents. 


Tragic accidents claim three lives 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An 80-year- 
old woman and two chil- 
dren were killed Friday in 
three separate tragic inci- 
dents in Amman. Baqaa 
and Zarqa, police ...and 
Civil.Defence Department 
(CDD) reports said. 

In the Ramzi neighbour- 
hood of Zaiqa, two-and-a- 
half-y ear-old Mohammad 
Iyman. was killed when 
the aluminium roof of the 
kitchen he was standing in 
collapsed showering 
bricks to the floor, police 
reports said. 

The mother of the child 
told police that she was 
cleaning and moving 
stored objects from the 
kitchen when the incident 


occurred. 

In the Baqaa Refugee 
Camp on Friday an 11- 
year-old child, identified 
as Mohammad Sabri, was 
instantly killed after being 
struck by a pick-up truck 
driven by Ghassan 
Ismael. j . 

Traffic officials blamed 
the truck driver for failing 
• -to yield to pedestrians. • 

In the Abu Alanda area, 
an SO-year old woman 
was burned to death while 
taking a bath in her home, 
CDD reports said. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times Saturday 
that the woman, Sharaa’ 
Mfadi. went to draw a 
bath and took a kerosene 
heater with her. 

“Apparently the woman 
placed the heater in prox- 


imity of clothes hanging 
in the bathroom and they 
caught on fire engulfing 
the area," the CDD offi- 
cial said. 

The woman was rushed 
to A) Bashir hospital by 
CDD units but declared 
'"‘tfejia "on 1 arrival, official 
reports said. 

A CDD official urged 
people to take precaution- 
ary measures when han- 
dling portable heaters 
such as keeping them in a 
safe area away from chil- 
dren. 

Another measure would 
be to keep the heaters 
away from flammable 
materials such as curtains, 
clothes and furniture, he 
said. 



ARAB BANK 


is pleased to announce the introduction of its 



at Arab Bank/ Al Medina Al Munawara Street 



Tel / Fax: 847625, Mobile: 079 44260 - 079 44270 
P.OJBox: 720 Tla’a Alali 11953 Amman-Jordan 




4 World News 


Serb opposition continue 
protests; Socialists resist 


BELGRADE lR) — The 

Serbian opposition mounted 
more protests Saturday to 
reinstate November election 
results, but ruling Socialists 
were expected to mount 
fresh challenges. 

Leaders of the opposition 
Zajedno (Together) Coali- 
tion. who have been holding 
daily demonstrations tor 
two months to force the co- 
vemmeni to reinstate the 
municipal election results, 
said the)' were increasingly 
pessimistic about making 
progress. 

"We are quite sure (Ser- 
bian President Slobodan) 
Milosevic will not imple- 
ment the recommendation 
of the Gonzalez mission." 
Vuk Draskovic, a Zajedno 
leader, told reporters. 

He was referring to u fact- 
finding trip to Serbia by for- 
mer Spanish Premier Felipe 
Gonzalez who made a re- 
port last month for the Or- 
ganisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) that said the elec- 
tion results should be res- 
tored. 

Pressure has been mount- 
in'; on Mr. Milosevic to ac- 


cept the Gonzalez report, 
which said the opposition 
won the municipal elections 
in 14 Serbian cities. 

But hardline Socialists are 
baulking at this. 

Tahir Hasanovich, general 

secretary of the moderate 

New Democracy Party -that- 
is . part of the ruling coali- 
tion. said be -expected the 
Socialists to ask the courts 
to overturn Electoral Com- 
mission rulings recognising 
the Zajedno victory" in the 
capital Belgrade: 

“My unofficial informa- 
tion is that today they will 
use the complaint against 
this decision l of the Elec- 
toral Commission of Bel- 
grade." Mr. Hasanovich told 
Reuters by telbphone. 

“l| have some unofficial 
information from the city 
boaftl of ibei SPS (Socia- 
lists! fcodfr yj*terday- eve- 
ning tbit -thcj[ will -use this 
morning to complain." he 
added. J 
“If they usje complaints 
agaiast the Election Com- 
mission of Belgrade proba- 
bly ! tomorrow we’ll have 
soiree meeting in New De- 
mocracy ... ^because that 


■f 

1 2 



means that they are not 
ready to use this elegant 
way to get through." Mr. 
Hasanovich added. 

Zajedno and their student 
allies, who have been 
mounting protest demon- 
strations for 62 days across 
Serbia, called for bigger 
crowds to increase the pres- 
sure on the government. 

About 3,000 Serbian stu- 
dents. blowing whistles and 
cheering "victory,” marched 
through the streets of Bel- 
grade early Saturday when 
police withdrew after an all- 
night stand-off. 

! the cordon of 300 riot po- 
lice, plus more in buses, left 
Belgrade's Terazije Square 
after preventing the students 
from marching an hour after 
fnidnight as they have for 

r e past few nights. 

"This is proof that the 
police and the government 
cannot destroy the protests,” 
Tedomir Jovanovic, a stu- 
dent protest leader, said 
after students began march- 
ing when the police with- 

E w at 6:30 a.m. 

They can only make the 
dents stop if they give us 
what they want," Mr. 
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Deposed Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto of thl Pakistan People’s Party 
speaks a a rally in Hubi, Baluchistan Province. Friday ( AIpP photo) 

Bhutto says PPP will sweep polls 

KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — “Rigging will not work klinister Naseerullah Babar 

Pakistan’s ousted Prime this rime." she told her' par- Is contesting against former 
Minister Benazir Bhutto ty's First election rally in cricket star Imran Khan. 


KARACHI. Pakistan tR> — 
Pakistan’s ousted Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
said Friday her party would 
sweep the general election 
set for Feb. 3. 

"Feb. 3 will be the day of 
victory for ihe Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) and 
the day of defeat for Legha- 
ri." she said in reference to 
President Farooq Leghari, 
who dissolved the National 
Assembly (lower house i 
and dismissed her iliree- 
> ear-old government on 
Nov. 5 on disputed charges 
of corruption and misrule. 

A caretaker government 
has since been ruling the 
country. 


Karachi, referring to the 
1990 elections. 

Ms. Bhutto had earlier said 
that the results were manipu- 
lated in those elections, ena- 
bling her arch-rival Nawaz 
Sharif to clinch victory. 

"Neither Pakistan nor the 
PPP is going to fall apart. It 
will be Leghari and the ene- 
mies of Pakistan who will 
be shattered on Feb. 3," she 
told the rally. 

The rally was organised in 
Karachi ’s'westem district of 
Baldia Town, the con- 
stituency from where Ms. 
Bhutto's former Interior 


is contesnng against tormer 
picket star Imran Khan. 

: On Thursday, Ms. Bhutto 
said there had been the per- 
ception that the PPP could 
not launch a proper election 
campaign because of uncer- 
tainty about the polls and 
also because of her petition 
now being heard by the 
Supreme Court. 

Ms. Bhutto is seeking the 
restoration of the 217-seat 
National Assembly and her 
government. 

But she said the party had 
now started a fully fledged 
campaign as the court 
would not reach a verdict 
before the poll date. 


Defeat in parliament exposes 
strain in Italy government 


ROME (R) — A centrist 
minister called Friday for a 
summit of government coa- 
lition party leaders to clear 
the air alter an embarrassing 
defeat in the Italian parlia- 
ment that exposed the shak- 
iness of the alliance. 

Communications Minister 
Antonio Maccanico. a lead- 
ing moderate, issued his call 
after the government lost a 
vote on a bill linked to its 
privatisation programme 
when the party which en- 
sures its majority. Commu- 
nist Refoundation, ab- 
stained. 

“It is always opportune, 
when things like this hap- 
pen. to have a review, a 
common reflection of all the 
forces lhai support the gov- 
ernment." Mr. Maccanico 
told Italian radio. 

Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi’s centre-left “Olive 
Tree” government has no 
outright majority of its own 
in the Chamber of Deputies 
(lower house), where it 
must rely on Communist 
Refoundation’s 35 deputies 
to pass legislation. 

The Marxist Party pro- 
vides external support to 
Mr. Prodi but is opposed to 
many of his key economic 
policies, including on pri- 


vatisation of strategic in- 
dustries and social spending 
cuts. 

It demonstrated its power 
Wednesday night by ab- 
staining in a lower house 
vote to transfer a controlling 
interest in telecoms holding 
STET from state conglom- 
erate IRI to the treasury as a 
prelude to STET’s privati- 
sation. 

The ensuing four-vote 
defeat was'pffltlyTfiE' result 
of poor organisation — ma- 
ny coalition deputies 
missed the ballot — but 
highlighted Mr. Prodi’s 
dependence on Refounda- 
rion for survival. 

Mr. Prodi has insisted the 
privatisation programme 
will go ahead and (hat the 
transfer arrangements can 
be made in other ways. 

However, he acknowl- 
edged the implications of 
the defeat. "It was an im- 
portant alarm signal, a polit- 
ical message. That is the 
way I took it,” he told re- 
porters during a visit to 
Croatia Thursday. 

Mr. Prodi’s Oliyc . Tree 
Alfaanw.-whicfi item a gener- 
al election last ApriL-rangcs.- 
from centrists to the large ex- 
communist Democratic Party 
of the Left (PDS). 


The STET debacle fired 
fresh calls from w'ithin the 
coalition to seek support 
from the centre-right oppo- 
sition Freedom Alliance on 
policy which Communist 
Refoundation will not back. 

“Nobody can stop the 
Olive Tree from seeking 
consensus in parliament, 
especially on privatisation, 
which is one of the issues 
dear to the Freedom Al- 
liance.” said Franco Marini, 
leader of the centrist Po- 
pular Party. 

He was echoed by Mr. 
Maccanico. who said a vote 
for the government was 
welcome wherever it came 
from. 

“The government present- 
ed itself to parliament with 
a programme that was very 
precise on the problem of 
privatisation and it won a 
vote of confidence on that 
programme." he said. 

**lt therefore has every 
right to carry it forward.” 

Some Freedom Alliance 
deputies expressed guarded 
readiness to consider the of- 
fer but the ralk of Fishing for 
opposition support received 
-short shrift from Communist 
Refoundation, which indicat- 
ed that such moves would 
add to the strains. 


Jovanovic said. 

Zajedno has called for a 
massive demonstration later 
in the day by people wear- 
ing their professional uni- 
forms — to show that Ser- 
bians of various profes- 
sions, including uniformed 
police, want democracy. 

But Zajedno's Draskovic, 
speaking at a joint news 
conference with U.N. Hu- 
man rights rapporteur Elisa- 
beth Rehn. said he had told 
her about the opposition’s 
growing pessimism and 
scepticism that international 
pressure will do any good. 

“Mr. Milosevic is encour- 
aged in a strange way by be- 
haviour of the international 
community, the Security 
Council, the European Un- 
ion,” Mr. Draskovic said. 

“Mr. Mi lose vie i took two 
obligations in 1 Dayton 
(where a peace accord was 
signed in 1995) to respect 
the principles of democracy 
and to establish a safer 
peace in this region. He’s 
damaging both of them,” 
Mr. Draskovic said. 

“The international com- 
munity.. .doesnT respect its 
own decisions,” he said. 

Pakistan 
Sunni 
leader, 15 
others killed 
by bomb 

LAHORE, Pakistan (R) — 
A bomb exploded outside a 
courthouse in the Pakistani 
city of Lahore Saturday, 
killing at least 15 people, 
including the leader of a 
militant Sunni Muslim 
group, and wounding 90, 
officials said. 

The bomb, apparently 
left on a motorcycle, went 
off at about 12.30 p.m. 
(0730 GMT) as Sipah-i- 
Sababa Pakistan (SSP) 
group leader Zia-Ur-Rah- 
man Faruqi and his deputy, 
Azam Tariq, arrived at the 
court to be greeted by sup- 
porters showering them 
with flowers. 

Faruqi, SSP patron-in- 
chief, died in hospital 
while Mr. Tariq, who had 
survived a grenade and 
rocket attack in 1994 in the 
central province of Punjab, 
of which Lahore is the cap- 
ital, was seriously wound- 
ed. doctors said. 

One of Mr. Tariq's legs 
was shattered by the re- 
mote-controlled bomb, the 
Associated Press of Pakis- 
tan f APP) said. 

Eyewitnesses said most 
of the casualties were po- 
licemen. journalists, law- 
yers or SSP supporters. A 
big area outside the court 
was littered with limbs of 
the victims and police caps. 

Doctors had earlier put 
the death toll at 12. but a 
senior local government 
official. Deputy Commis- 
sioner Kamran Lasbari. 
said 15 people had died 
with 90 wounded. 

Nobody claimed respon- 
sibility for the bombing, 
which appeared to be the 
latest move in a long-run- 
ning feud between militant 
groups of the majority sun- 
ni and minority Shi’ite 
Muslim sects that cost 
nearly ;170 lives last year in 
Pakistan. 

But APP quoted a police 
official as saying a man 
suspected of “some link 
with this act of sabotage” 
had been arrested while he 
trying to flee from the blast 
scene. 

Faruqi and Mr. Tariq 
were due to appear before 
the Sessions Court in cen- 
tral Lahore on charges of 
involvement in sectarian 
killings of Shi’ites. 

Shi’ites form about 15 
per cent of Pakistan’s pre- 
dominantly Sunni popula- 
tion of over 130 million but 
are the majority in neigh- 
bouring Iran. 

The secretary of Iran's 
National Security Council, 
Hassan Rowhani. urged the 
Pakistani government 
Thursday to mount a 
"crackdown on terrorist 
groups in Pakistan and 
(prevent) the assassination 
of Shi'ite Muslims.’’ 
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Serbia’s Zajedno opposition leader Vnk Draskovic (right) shakes hands with Italian 
Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini as co-leaders Zoran Djindjic (left) and Vesna Pesic 
(2nd right) look on following talks Friday. The opposition leaders have staged some 
60 days of protests in the streets of Belgrade to force Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic to recognise opposition victories in local elections. Mr. Draskovic said he 
believed Mr. Milosevic w ould be out of power by the end of the year (Renter photo) 

U.S. to pursue landmine 
ban via Geneva conference 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
said Friday it will unilaterally observe a 
permanent ban on the export of anti-person- 
nel landmines and seek a global ban via the 
conference on disarmament that starts on 
Monday in Geneva. 

The U.S. decision to pursue a ban through 
Geneva appears to be a blow to Canada’s 
efforts to negotiate a ban through its “Otta- 
wa process” of talks, which two key coun- 
tries — Russia and China — say they will 
not support. 

White House spokesman Mike McCuny 
made the announcements in his daily brief- 
ing. saying that President Bill Clinton bad 
also decided the United States would cap its 
stockpile of such landmines at its existing 
level of several million. 

The ban would apply only to anti-person- 
nel landmines, which are designed to injure 
people, rather than anti-armour mines, 
which are made to destroy heavy vehicles 
like tanks. 

“When the Conference on Disarmament 
opens ... in Geneva on Monday the United 
States will seek to initiate negotiations on a 
worldwide treaty banning the use, produc- 
tion, stockpiling and transfer of anti-per- 
sonnel landmines,” Mr. McCuny said. 

■ U.S. officials said the decision to pursue 
the matter in Geneva, rather than through 
the Ottawa process, reflected the conclu- 
sion that Geneva would be a more effective 
forum, not least of all because Russia and 
China would attend. 

Russia and China are seen as the primary 
global suppliers of landmines, more than 
lOO million of which lie buried or hidden in 
64 countries around the world. Some 
25,000 people a year are killed or maimed 
by mines left when wars end. 

The Conference on Disarmament, which 
operates under the aegis of the United 
Nations, is a universal forum where coun- 
tries meet periodically to discuss disarma- 
ment. 

“In order for this to be an effective ban, it 
needs to be univeral or virtually so.” said a 


U.S. official who asked not to be named. 
“We believe ... we should concentrate our 
effort on a negotiating forum where it is 
most likely to be universal. 

. Sarah Walkling, senior analyst with the 
■' Washington-based Arms Control Associa- 
tion, suggested that without Russia and 
China, Canada's effort may be more sym- 
bolic than substantive. 

“If it’s not going to be much more than a 
paper tiger, which is what the Ottowa 
process is beginning to look like, then 
what’s the point? said Ms. Walkling. whose 
group has not taken a formal stance on the 
matter. 

The White House’s decision to unilateral- 
ly observe a ban on the export and transfer 
of anti-personnel landmines extends an 
existing, temporary ban put in place under 
legislation sponsored by Senator Patrick 
Leahy, a Vermont Democrat. 

Last May Mr. Clinton ordered more than 
four milli on so-called “dumb” anti-person- 
nel landmines removed from U.S. arsenals 
and destroyed. However he said Washing- 
ton would keep those mines it currently has 
in South Korea. 

“Dumb” landmines are those that do not 
self destrucL 

U.S. officials told reporters at the 
Pentagon the United States currently had 
one million older anti-personnel mines 
. sown in South Korea and an additional 
three million such “dumb” mines in its 
stockpile. That stockpile is being destroyed 
and so far 300,000 have been rendered 
harmless. 

They said the United States also has anti- 
personnel mines in use at the navy’s Guan- 
tanamo Bay Base in Cuba, where 12.000 
mines are being gathered and destroyed. 

They said the military also has “several 
million" newer self-destructing anti-per- 
sonnel mines in its inventory and that 
Washington reserves the right to use them 
until a global ban is agreed upon or military 
alternatives are founcL 


Ethics panel votes 7-1 recommending 
Gingrich reprimand, pay $300,000 penalty 


WASHINGTON < R) — The 
House of Representatives 
Ethics Committee voted 7-1 
Friday night to recommend 
that Speaker Newt Gingrich 
be reprimanded and re- 
quired to pay a 5300,000 
penally for his admitted 
breaches of House ethics 
rules. 

The vote followed release 
of a scathing report by a 
subcommittee that conduct- 
ed a two-year investigation 
of ethics charges against the 
speaker. The frill House Is to 
vote on the penalty Tues- 
day. 

Republican Lamar Smith 
of Texas cast the only “no" 
vote in the committee, 
which is equally divided 
between Republicans and 
Democrats. Mr. Smith said 
afterward he would have 
voted for a letter of 
reproval. 

The report said Mr. Ging- 
rich agreed that the repri- 
mand and payment to help 
meet some of the costs of 
the investigation were app- 
ropriate — one outcome of 
bargaining between his law- 
yers and committee counsel 
on a settlement. 

Mr. Cole told the commit- 
tee the sum had to be "high 
enough to send a message 
that this was in fact a very 
serious matter and to get 
people’s attention.” 

The subcommittee agreed 
that documents in the case 
should be made available to 
the internal revenue service 
— an action short of turning 
them over to the irs or 
Justice Department. 

If the committee and 


House approve the penalty, 
Mr. Gingrich would be the 
first sitting speaker to be 
formally reprimanded. The 
speaker is die third-highest 
elected official of the Uni- 
ted States after the president 
and vice president. 

A reprimand, imposed by 
the House seven times in 
the past, is exceeded in 
severity only by expulsion 
and censure, and the report 
said the subcommittee felt 
Mr. Gingrich’s offences 
“Fell somewhere in bet- 
ween" reprimand and cen- 
sure. 

Reprimand would allow 
Mr. Gingrich, a Georgia 
Republican, to remain as 
speaker, but censure could 
have forced him out. 

Mr. Gingrich admitted on 
Dec. 21 that he had provid- 
ed to ethics investigator “in 
my name and over my sig- 
nature, inaccurate, incom- 
plete and unreliable state- 
ments." 

He also acknowledged he 
had failed to seek legal ad- 
vice on whether his use of 
tax-exempt charitable funds 
for a college course he 
taught would violate tax 
laws. 

Mr, Gingrich said that he 
had not intended to mislead 
the committee. 

The report said he provid- 
ed false information in let- 
ters that said his motivation 
for leaching the college 
course was not political and 
that his political action 
committee, known as Go- 
pac. had no involvement 

"In his testimony Mr. 
Gingrich admitted these 


statements were not true,” 
the report said “The goal of 
the letters was to have the 
complaints dismissed” 

“Only Mr, Gingrich had 
personal knowledge of the 
facts ... either Mr. Ging- 
rich’s conduct in regard to 
the use of (tax-exempt) 
organisations and the letters 
submined to the committee 
was intentional or it was 
reckless. Neither of these 
reflects creditably on the 
House." 

“In addition," the report 
said “the violation does not 
represent only a single ins- 
tance of reckless conducL 

“Rather, over a number of 
years and in a number of sit- 
uations, Mr. Gingrich 
showed a disregard and lack 
of respect for the s tandar ds 
a pf conduct that applied to 
his activities." 

Mr. Gingrich has previ- 
ously received six letters of 
rebuke from the Ethics 
Committee for various in- 
fractions. 

The report also said Mr. 
Gingrich broke an agree- 
ment with the subcommit- 
tee not to make statements 
or have surrogates make 
statements — about the case 
following his Dec. 21 ad- 
mission of ethics violations. 

Republican Conference 
Chairman John Boehner 

said the punishment showed 

me speaker was being held 
to a higher standard than 
other member of Cong- 
ress, B 

He told a news conference 
he would vote for the penal- 

% . becau se Mr. 

Gingnch had agreed to iL 


as Burma ^ 

jails 20 

BANGKOK (AFP) -Bur- , 
mese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi said 
Saturday that 20 people 
jailed by the junta for their j 
role in student unrest were 1 

denied access to counsel 4 

and must be presumed i 

innocent j 

“The families were not A 

given access to the people -j 

concerned and neither were '■* 

the lawyers we had ar- 1 

ranged to defend them ... in j 

direct contradiction to the .j 

spirit and the letter of the ^ 
law,” the National League ; 

for Democracy (NLD) lea- ■ 

der said. J 

The seven-year sentences /j 
may have been passed at J 

summary trials known to i 

have been held Thursday, j 

but this could not be con- i 

firmed as political prison- j 

ers were usually transport- 
ed to trial with hoods over 
their heads, she said. 

The illegitimacy of the 
proceedings cast doubt on 
the verdict, the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate told 
AFP by telephone from 
Rangoon. “If they were 
act uall y guilty, there is no 
reason why the govern- 
ment should not be in a 
position to make their trials 
public,” Ms. Suu Kyi said. 

The 20, including six 
NLD members, were jailed 
for “inciting and agitating 
students and non-students 
during December 1996 stu- 
dent demonstrations” in 
Rangoon, Burmese mili- 
tary intelligence said in a 
statement received here 
Saturday. 

The statement said the 
sentences were passed un- 
der the country’s emer- 
gency act of 1950, but it 
did not say when. It added 
that none of those sen- 
tenced were students, 
though it did not name 
them. 

Up to 1 ,000 students took 
part in the biggest of the 
protests, which was ringed 
by non-student supporters 
before it was violently bro- 
ken up by armed riot police 
and troops on Dec. 7. 

The spate of demonstra- 
tions was triggered by the 
beating of three students in 
police custody following a 
minor incident at a teashop, 
but the demands quickly 
expanded to encompass the 
right of students to form a 
national union. 

Burma's military govern- 
ment has accused the NLD 
of being partly responsible ® 
for instigating the demon- 
strations, but Ms. Suu Kyi 
has repeatedly denied any 
involvement. 

“Not that I would have 
been ashamed had I been 
connected to the demon- 
strations ... It is just a fact 

that I had no connection,” 
she said. 

At a briefing for Burmese 
journalists onDec. 31, mil- 
itary officials said 47 peo- 
ple, including 13 NLD 
members, had been arrest- 
ed for instigating the stu- 
dent unrest. 

NLD officials earlier said 
64 members of the party 
had been arrested, while a 
Thailand-based dissident 
group said Saturday that 
more than 100 were under 

arrest in connection with 

the demonstrations. - 

December's street pro- W 
tests were the most defiant 
student actions seen in 
Rangoon since the -junta 
took power from the previ- 
ous military government 
after brutally suppressing 
nationwide pro-democracy 
demonstrations in 1988. 

The authorities respond- 
ed to the protests by clos- 
ing university campuses in 
the capital and maintaining 
a heavy security present* 
on the streets, including the 
stationing of tanks down- 
town. 

Ms. Suu Kyi’s move- 
ments have been restricted 
since then, although she 
has been allowed on occa- 
sion to leave her home. 

Aung Naing Oo of the All 
Burma Students Democra- 
bc Front ( ABSDF) told AH* 
in Bangkok that the military ^ 
junta’s accusations that the 
NLD was behind the demon- 
strations were unfounded. 
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A Ifelfa II rocket carrying a global positioning satellite explodes after liftoff from the Cape Canaveral .Air Force 
Station, raining debris for miles Friday. The air fojje has declined to speculate as to the cause of the problem 
(Reuter photo) - i 

U.S. Delta rocket explodes on takeoff 


CAPE CANAVERAL (R) 
— An unmanned Delta II 
rocket carrying a $40 mil- 
lion U.S. Air Force naviga- 
tional satellite exploded 
Friday just after blastoff, 
scattering flaming debris 
and sending billowing 
smoke for miles. 

About 13 seconds after 
the 11:28 a.m. est (1628 
GMT) liftoff from Cape Ca- 
naveral Air Station, a sys- 
tem designed to detect prob- 
lems with the rocket trig- 
gered its destruction. U.S. 
Air Force Brigadier General 
Robert Hinson, wing com- 
mander of the 45th Space 
Wing, said. 

“At T plus 13 seconds 
there was a self destruct ini- 
tiated, which resulted in the 
total destruction of the 
Delta and its payload," he 
said. That, in turn, prompt- 
ed air. force flight safety 
personnel to send a precau- 
tionary destruct signal to 
Jinanimise danger from the 
falling of any large frag- 
ground. 

He declined to speculate 
about what might have 
caused the explosion and 


said the air force had 
formed an early investiga- 
tion team, which would be 
replaced by a formal board 
of inquiry later. 

“The loss of any launch 
vehicle is catastrophic to us. 
We rely on 100 per cent 
launch capability.” Gen. 
Hinson said. 

The Delta rocket launch 
programme began in the 
late 1950s when NASA 
contracted McDonnell 
Douglas to modify its Thor 
ballistic missile as a space 
launcher. Today it is a main- 
stay of the U.S. unmanned 
space fleet 

Last year NASA entrusted 
the rocket with the launch 
of two Mars probes, which 
spearhead NASA’s return to 
the red planet, an effort 
costing hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars. 

This year the Delta is slat- 
ed to launch several satel- 
lites for the Iridium Project 
a web of 66 low-orbit satel- 
lites that will ring the Earth, 
providing virtually world- 
wide wireless communica- 
tions. Motorola has about a 
25 per cent stake in the 


international consortium. 

A spokesman for Iridium 
LLC said Friday’s explo- 
sion would delay the launch 
that had been planned for 
Monday. It is industry prac- 
tice not to launch another 
rocket after an explosion 
until the investigation pro- 
duces results. 

A Delta rocket last ex- 
ploded in May 1986. 

Witnesses said the explo- 
sion. which occurred Just 
530 metres above the 
launch pad, was spectacular. 

“I heard the main explosion 
and after that I heard three, 
four, more minor explosions 
and more smoke and more 
fireballs, and that’s basically 
it,” said Kurt Ronstrom. a 
freelance photographer who 
was photographing the blast- 
off about 3.2 kilometres 
from the launch pad. 

Photographers and repor- 
ters about 1.6 kilometres 
from the launch pad had to 
dive for cover when the 
blast occurred. They had 
been routinely advised be- 
forehand that in the unlikely 
event of an explosion they 
might be at risk. 


The rocket was carrying a 
Navstar Block HR satellite 
built by Lockheed Martin 
Corp, the first of a new gen- 
eration of U.S. Air Force glo- 
bal positioning system satel- 
lites. The satellites provide 
navigation information to 
U.S. military troops, aircraft, 
submarines and ships around 
the world. They also are used 
by civilians, such as boaters 
and truckers and pilots, to 
pinpoint their locations. 

A spokesman for Boeing 
Co. said a division of his 
company had built the 
engine of the Delta II rocket 
that blew up. 

On television tape, the 
explosion seemed to origi- 
nate at the base of the Delta 
II, where nine solid-fuelled 
rockets were located, as 
well as the liquid-fuelled 
main engine. 

Television news footage 
showed sparks showering 
the launch pad seconds after 
takeoff. Half an hour later 
witnesses said smoke was 
continuing to billow from 
the pad, and a cloud from 
the blast moved down the 
coast for two hours. 


Bulgarian Socialist dissidents discuss rival party 


SOFIA (R) — Dissidents from Bulgaria’s Socialist Party 
met to discuss forming a rival leftist coalition Saturday as 
the ruling party insisted on forming a new government 
despite a 13lh day of mass protests. 

With the go^'eniment and opposition as far apart as ever 
on the timing of a general election, opposition deputies said 
they were hoping that, if the Socialists formed a new cabi- 
net enough deputies would vote against it to force dissolu- 
tion of parliament and a quick election. 

National radio reported protests, rallies and concerts in a 
score of towns around the country to demonstrate against 
economic misery and for general elections not constitution- 
ally required for almost another two years. 

the new left in Bulgaria coalition, proposed by the 
Bulgarian Socialist Parry’ (BSP) reformist wing and a small. 
Liberal Marxist Party, would bring together prominent BSP 
reformers and representatives of other leftist organisations, 
as well as four deputies who left the BSP Thursday. 

“I am here because of an illusion and because of a 
dream,” Socialist Deputy Nikolai Kamov, head of parlia- 
ment’s Foreign Affairs Committee, told the meeting. 

“The illusion is that the BSP is able to evolve to accept the 
values and political practices of the European left.. My 
dream was that children bom around 1989 would be able to 
get European passports when they turned 18. 

“I think tire next week will be decisive for the develop- 
ment of Bulgaria. I have heard many reasonable ideas here. 
If we can come together from the left and the right, we shall 
succeed." 

The BSP is mode up largely of former Communists who 
renamed the party after the end of one-party rule in 1989. 

Minority’ ethnic Turks rallied in the southeastern town of 
Kurdzhali, gvpsies protested in Stara Zagora, and a caval- 
cade of taxis’ blocked the streets of the the Danube town of 
Rousse Saturday. 

Staff of state television said Friday they were joining the 
unrest to protest at government censorship. 

President-elect Fetar Stoyanov. who will be sworn in 
Sunday, says he might offer the Socialists the new 1 ruling 
mandate denied them by his predecessor Zhelyu Zhelev. 

The opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UDFj 
adamantly opposes any new mandate, demanding general 


elections which die Socialists, registering a mere eight per 
cent support in one opinion poiL. would be almost certain to 
lose. 

Diplomats say delaying elections would aid the Socialists 
if polls were held after a new International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) accord and reforms began to bear fruit. 

The IMF said it would complete talks on a tight monetary 
regime with a new government as soon as it was formed. 

The collapsing lev currency fell to new lows below 700 to 
the dollar on the interbank market Friday. 

The UDF said Friday it would give parliament a ll few 
more days’’ to approve its “salvation declaration" calling 
for elections and a strict monetary regime approved by the 
IMF, before stepping up the pressure by calling a general 
strike. 

Government officials appeared nervous that the presi- 
dent-elect’s inauguration could be a flashpoint for a show- 
down like one a week ago when protesters ransacked par- 
liament and clashes with police left 196 injured. 

The Socialists said talks with the opposition could resume 
after Mr. Stoyanov becomes president The opposition is 
boycotting parliament but says it will attend his inaugura- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, some 2,000 protesters gathered in this ethnic 
Turkish region of southern Bulgaria Saturday to add their 
voice to nationwide demands for the government of former 
Communists to quit 

Bulgaria's 800,000 Turks have a special grudge against 
the ruling Socialists, recalling efforts to make them change 
their names to Bulgarian ones and discourage Islam in the 
last years of Communist dictatorship which forced many to 
flee to Turkey. 

But the rally in cold and fog in the town of Kardzhali was 
fired less by ethnic tensions than the anger, shared by most 
Bulgarians, at poverty deepened by inflation of more than 
300 per cent and widely blamed on Socialist mismanage- 
ment. 

"We don’t know what to do,” said .Ahmed Sargun, a 
retired miner. “My pension is only enough to buy 100 
loaves of bread a month. My son fled Bulgaria to seek a 
better job in Turkey. I hope he is doing better” 


France ready to accelerate EU, NATO expansion 


PRAGUE (R) — French 
Foreign Minister Herve De 
Charette said Friday that 
France was ready to speed 
up the process of expanding 
the European Union (EU) 
and North Atlantic Treat) 
Organisation (NATO) and 
he backed Czech hopes to 
join the EU by the vear 
2000 . 

’France is iletei mined to 
support and even accelerate 
all princesses concerning 
enlargement of the EU and 
die Atlantic alliance,'* Mr. 
De Charette told a joint 
Qews conference with 
Czech Foreign Minister Jo- 
se FZielenec. 

“We consider that it is a 
strategic choice which is 


important for European 

unity, not only for current 
members but also for candi- 
dates.” 

The Czech Republic, 

Hungary and Poland are 
seen' as leading candidates 
to be the first new members 
of both the NATO and the 
EU. 

“1 think it would be realis- 
tic to talk about the end of 
our negotiations with the 
EU at the end of the millen- 
nium," Mr. Zielenec told the 
news conference. *‘I entirely 
agree,’* said Mi'. De Cha- 
rene. 

When the Czech Repub- 
lic, which has an associa- 
tion agreement with Brus- 
sels, applied to join the EU. 


Czech Prime Minister Vac- 
lav Klaus said full member- 
ship by 2000 was realistic. 
But ministers have recently 
been less precise on dates. 

Mr. De Charette paid trib- 
ute to the Czechs for reach- 
ing an accord with Germany 
meant to help heal the 
wounds of World War 11 and 
its aftermath. 

The agreement, reached 
after two year of delicate 
negotiations, is to be signed 
in Prague next Tuesday by 
Mr. Klaus and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

“It is a major event for 
your country, for Germany 
and for all Europeans," said 
Mr. De Charette. 

In the accord. Bonn ex- 


presses sorrow for the 1 938- 
45 Nazi occupation of the 
Czech lands and Prague ex- 
presses regret for Czech 
brutality in the post-war ex- 
pulsion of ethnic Germans. 

Germany, the chief spon- 
sor of post-Communist 
states seeking to join NATO 
and the EU. also gives its 
full backing for the Czechs 
to join both groups. 

Mr. Zielenec said his talks 
with Mr. De Charette covered 
a wide range of questions on 
EU and nato expansion and 
France had offered fo help to 
train Czech negotiators. 

Mr. De Charette said he 
was also preparing for a vi- 
sit to Prague by French Pre- 
sident Jacques Chirac. 


Taleban radio announces capture 
of province northeast of Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — The Ta- 
leban Islamic militia has 
seized Kapisa province in 
northeast Afghanistan, dri- 
ving back the forces of the 
opposition coalition, the Ta- 
leban’s Radio Shariat an- 
nounced Saturday. 

The report could not be 
immediately confirmed, but 
if the Taleban did take the 
province it would indicate 
opposition forces are in dire 
straits, incapable of resist- 
ing the Taleban advance and 
retreating to the Hindu 
Kush Mountains further 
north, analysts said. 

Radio Shariat said the Is- 
lamic militia pursued mop- 
ping up operations in Ka- 
pisa region Friday and cap- 
tured “dozens of soldiers" 
loyal to northern warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostum as 
well as armoured vehicles 
and heavy artillety. 

Mr. Dostam, who had 
served as military chief in 
the ousted Communist re- 
gime, is among prominent 
leaders of the anti-Taleban 
coalition which includes 
forces loyal to Ahmad Shah 
Masood, the military 
strongman of deposed Pre- 
sident Burhanuddin Rab- 

Suspected 
IRA attack 
in Belfast 
thwarted 

BELFAST (R) — Police 
foiled a suspected Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA ) guer- 
rilla attack when they 
seized grenades and a hori- 
zontal mortar in a Roman 
Catholic area of Belfast 
Friday. 

One man was arrested 
and two bags containing 
the home-made weapons 
were abandoned on the 
pavemeai and in a gfljden 
of the Old Park area of 
north Belfast, police said. 

Security sources said it 
appeared that an attack on 
police patrolling the area 
by IRA guerrillas fighting 
British rule may have been 
imminent. ! 

The haul comprised two 
improvised grenades, usu- 
ally fired from a rocket 
launcher, and a mortar and 
launcher of the son the 
ERA uses to attack police 
and British security tar- 
gets. 

The grenades were of the 
type used last week in a 
daylight attack on the Bel- 
fast high court buildings, a 
prestige symbol of British 
rule. 

The discovery underlined 
northern Ireland’s worsen- 
ing security situation after 
a spate of IRA attacks this 
year and two suspected 
reprisals by pro-British 
Protestant “loyalists." 

No-one has been killed 
this year but loyalist 
spokesmen have threat- 
ened to end a two-year 
truce if the ERA kills any- 
one in its 1997 campaign. 

On Thursday night the 
head of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, Ronnie Fla- 
nagan, said the IRA ap- 
peared determined to kill a 
member of the overwhelm- 
ingly Protestant police 
force. 

"They (the IRA) are try- 
ing to kill police officers at 
the moment. We have had a 
whole series of attacks that 
are very real attempts to 
kill," he told a television 
audience. 

Since New Year’s Eve 
the IRA has fired mortar 
bombs at police patrols and 
at a border police station. 
One policeman was injured 
in the high court attack. 

The devices were found 
in an area called Rosebank 
Gardens in the Ardoyne 
area of Belfast, which is 
inhabited by members of 
the Roman Catholic minor- 
ity from which the IRA 
draws support- 

police said troops and 
police made the arrest and 
discovery after “suspicious 
activity’’ in the area. 

Belfast has been on high 
alert this year after the IRA 
targerted Northern Ireland 
for the first time since an 
August 1994 mice by bom- 
bing Britain's Northern 
Ireland army base. 


bani. 

Radio Shariat said the 
militia took control of main 
towns in Kapisa province, 
including the capital, Mah- 
moud Raqi. 

“The enemy has lost the 
capacity to resist and has 
fled to the mountains,” the 
radio said. 

Informed sources said the 
anti-Taleban forces retreat- 
ed. in many cases without a 
fight and leaving heavy ord- 
nance behind, after the Is- 
lamic militia captured a 
strategic bridge in the north- 
ern part of the province and 
cut off the resistance. 

The capture of the bridge 
was followed by the Taie- 
ban’s dramatic success in 
taking the Bagram Air Base. 
50 kilometres north of Ka- 
bul as well as Charikar, cap- 
ital of Parwan province, a 
little further north. 

Radio Shariat also said a 
fighter aircraft of the oppo- 
sition coalition was shot 
down near Charikar midday 
Friday by a U.S.-made Stin- 
ger missile. No independent 
confirmation of the report 
was available. 

The opposition forces 
now control a tiny part of 


the region souLh of the Hin- 
du Kush Mountains, in the 
north and northeast of Par- 
wan province. 

This region is considered 
vital as the Saiang Tunnel 
leading to Mr. Masood's 
traditional bastion of Panj- 
shir Valley is located there. 

The strategic Saiang 
Tunnel, built by the Soviet 
Union during the 1960s 60 
to 120 kilometres to the 
north of Kabul, leads to the 
northern regions still con- 
trolled by the different fac- 
tions of" the anri-Taleban 
coalition. 

The Taleban are in control 
of more than two-thirds of 
the country, including Ka- 
bul which they took last 
September. 

Meanwhile, the head of 
the U.N. special peace mis- 
sion to Afghanistan, Nor- 
bert Hoik appealed for an 
immediate ceasefire Satur- 
day as the Taleban militia 
drove north towards the 
Panjshir Valley. 

The fighting was all the 
more “disturbing” as it star- 
ted soon after a working 
group meeting in Islamabad 
attended by representatives 
of the Taleban Islamic mili- 


tia and its opponents. U.N. 
sources quoted Mr. Hoil as 
saying. 

Mr. Holl emphasised that 

a cesssation of hostilities 
would help the process of 
dialogue that was “so well" 
begun in Islamabad and 
save it from being put in 
jeopardy. 

Continued fighting would 
also send the wrong signal 
on the eve of a major U.N.- 
sponsored international 
meeting due to start at Ash- 
kabad in Turkmenistan in 
three days to mobilise hu- 
manitarian aid for Afghans. 
Mr. Holl said. 

Mr. Holl noted that state- 
ments by some Afghans 
during the Jan. 13-15 Isla- 
mabad talks did not reflect 
the "friendly and frank" dis- 
cussions held in the work- 
ing group that covered all 
major issues. 

This was an apparent ref- 
erence to a statement by Ta- 
leban Deputy Foreign Mi- 
nister Sher Mohammed 
Stanukzai rejecting a Tale- 
ban withdrawal from Kabul 
or its demilitarisation as de- 
manded by the anti-Taliban 
alliance. 


South Korean unions scale 
down strikes; clashes erupt 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean strike leaders Saturday 
abandoned calls for indefi- 
nite stoppages in protest at a 
controversial labour law as 

riot police clashed violently 
with workers in the streets 
of central Seoul. 

Separately, police arrested 
a shipyard unionist in the 
southeastern city of Ulsan, 
bringing to five the number 
of union heads picked up 
since South Korean courts 
last week issued warrants 
for the arrest of 20 labour 
leaders. 

In a sign union bosses 
were wilting under pres- 
sure, the leader of the out- 
lawed Korean Confedera- 
tion of Trade Unions said its 
members would limit indus- 
trial action. 

But a brief clash between 
riot police and 4,000 work- 
ers and students showed 
passions were still inflamed 
over the law, which allows 
companies to dismiss work- 
ers and replace strikers. 

“From next week, full 
strikes will take place only 
Wednesday- On other week- 
days, union members will 
work normally,'' Kwon 
Young Kil told a news con- 
ference. 

Mr. Kwon warned of an 
"all-out struggle" from Feb. 
18 unless Lhe government 
promised to revise the la- 
bour law. 

Mr. Kwon and six depu- 
ties, who have led more 
than three weeks of stop- 
pages that have now Jazgely 
tapered off, are sheltering 
from arrest at Myongdong 
Cathedral in central Seoul. 

Police vehicles fired vol- 


leys of teargas at the 4,000 
protesters following a noisy 
rally in what has become a 
regular sight in Seoul since 
the law was rammed 
through parliament at dawn 
on Dec. 26 while opposition 
deputies slept. 

The proresters, trying to 
march on Myongdong some 
four kilometres away, 
fought back with iron rods 
and ripped up paving stones 
to hurl at police before 
being dispersed. 

Later, hundreds regrouped 
in shopping alleyways near 
the cathedral and fought 
running battles with riot po- 
lice. The clashes ended after 
less than an hour. 

The government has 
heaped pressure on the 
Confederation fugitives, 
keeping a tight security 
noose around the church, 
preventing union activists 
from getting in or out. 

In Ulsan, police arrested 
Kim U-Shik, Confederation 
leader of Hyundai Heavy 
Industries, the country’s lar- 
gest shipyard, in an early 
morning raid. 

Police said Mr. Kim was 
charged with obstructing 
business. 

Earlier this week four un- 
ion officials from Hallu 
Heavy Industries were 
arrested on similar charges. 
State prosecutors have 
warned the strike leaders 
they faced arrest unless they 
dropped industrial action 
immediately. 

An aide to Mr. Kwon said 
the Confederation was 
changing tactics to prolong 
the protests, aiming more at 
a political struggle. 


“If it is impossible to 
force this government to re- 
vise the law then we will 
have to oust it in the next 
election and seek a revision 
by a new ruling camp," he 
said. 

South Korea is due to 
hold presidential elections 
in December. President 
Kim Young-Sam is limited 
to one term. 

Mr. Kim's popularity has 
plunged since his ruling 
New Korea Party railroaded 
the labour bill through par- 
liament. 

He has refused to revise 
or revoke the law, arguing 
that labour reform is crucial 
to trim corporate costs and 
improve international com- 
petitiveness. 

Seizing on public dismay 
ax the forced passage of the 
law. the opposition has 
thrown its weight behind 
union leaders. 

Groups of opposition po- 
liticians. including main 
leader Kim Dae-Jung and a 
number of parliamentari- 
ans. collected signatures in 
Seoul Saturday to demand 
the government repeal the 
law. 

Labour Ministry officials 
said Saturday the strikes 
had faded. The ministry 
said some 30,000 workers 
were on strike. 

The Confederation pro- 
vided no comparative turn- 
out. 

Highlighting that only po- 
ckets of resistance remain. 
Hyundai Motor Co. Ltd, the 
nation’s largest carmaker, 
reopened Saturday after a 
week of temporary shut- 
downs. 


Yeltsin illness puts succession 
issue back on the agenda 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian president’s latest 
illness has revived the polit- 
ical fortunes of his rival Ge- 
neral Alexander Lebed, to 
the alarm of the political 
and economic elites but the 
delight of most ordinary 
Russians. 

For President Boris Yel- 
tsin, Friday was his 10th 
day at the Kremlin Central 
Hospital where he is offi- 
cially said to have pneumo- 
nia. 

Doctors have gradually 
admitted that his illness is 
“fairly serious" but a 
Kremlin spokesman said 
Friday thar his condition 
was “improving" and that 
he would be able to leave 
hospital next week. 

But this new illness so 
soon after his multiple heart 
by-pass operation on Nov. 
5, is now regarded by polit- 
ical analysts as serious 
enough to warrant bringing 
the issue of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
succession into the open. 

"Pneumonia for an elderly 
man recovering from a 
heart operation, is in itself 


quite serious. It can no lon- 
ger be ruled out that the pre- 
sident may be forced to re- 
sign, not under any kind of 
pressure but for quite objec- 
tive reasons," said Andrei 
Pyontkovsky. director of 
the Centre for Strategic 
Studies. 

Gen. Lebed who is the fa- 
vourite to succeed Mr. Yel- 
tsin. said he was certain the 
president would not com- 
plete his mandate which 
runs until 2000. He said the 
country was ripe to “fall 
into his arms." 

An opinion poll published 
Thursday in the Nezavissi- 
maya Gazeta could only 
have reinforced Gen. Le- 
bed’s optimism. It showed 
that 58.4 per cent of Rus- 
sians had confidence in 
Gen. Lebed, far more than 
in all other political lead- 
ers, including Mr. Yeltsin 
who made only 22.6 per 
cent. 

But at the same time, a 
large section of the political 
elite has begun mobilising 
to block the ascension of 
the unpredictable general. 


or failing this, to limit the 
consequences. 

Yegor Stroyev. the presi- 
dent of the Federation 
Council — the upper cham- 
ber of parliament — has 
proposed amending the 
constitution to give parlia- 
ment more powers and thus 
limit those of the head of 
state. 

The move is mainly to 
prevent Mr. Yeltsin’s suc- 
cessor abusing the very 
extensive powers the presi- 
dent enjoys under the exist- 
irig constitution. 

“Even the leaders of the 
present regime might agree 
to limit the president’s po- 
wers if this job went to 
someone like Lebed.” said 
analyst Sergei Markov of 
the Carnegie Foundation in 
Moscow. 

“Before, the stability of 
the regime called for a 
strong president It may re- 
quire a weak president to- 
morrow,” he said. 
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Same principles for Sudan 

BY BACKING Sudan in its current war against 
ihe Sudan People’s Liberation Army, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti acted in harmony 
with Jordan's long-standing policy of full support 
for the territorial integrity of Arab countries and 
the rejection of foreign intervention in the domes- 
tic affairs of sovereign states. Jordan has always 
believed that internal problems should be solved 
through peaceful means. Dialogue should never 
give way to violence. 

But dialogue cannot be viable unless the political 
environment is right. The pressure for creating 
such environment falls on the government as much 
:is it does on the opposition. In Sudan, neither the 
government nor the opposition have done what it 
lakes to encourage dialogue and address the con- 
cerns of both parties in a reasonable, pragmatic 
and peaceful manner. - 

While that environment should be created, the 
priority now is to end the current violence and to 
curb foreign intervention by Ethiopia and Eritrea 
if the two countries are truly involved in support- 
ing the secessionist rebels. Until that happens, 
Sudan should be supported. But after this mission 
is accomplished, the Sudanese regime cannot 
expect the support of its people unless it carries out 
the political and economic reforms without which 
Sudan and the Sudanese will remain hostage to 
hunger, fear and instability. 

It is no secret that the Sudanese people are hurt- 
ing. and they have been for a while now. The 
regime has persecuted the opposition, driven the 
country to the brink of bankruptcy and all but iso- 
lated the country from the international communi- 
ty. And as it did all of that, it failed to find a fast- 
ing settlement to the conflict with the southern 
rebels. 

The Sudanese regime needs to realise that a pro- 
found change in the policies of Sudan must be 
introduced and the conflict with the south should 
be approached with innovative ways that recognise 
the interests of the country and the particularities 
of the south. Democracy and the right of people to 
j choose within the framework of an enlightened 
; constitution should govern the talks that the 
i Sudanese government and the southern rebels 
| should launch in order to settle their differences. 

The higher interests of Sudan should be the only 
- factor on which there should be no compromise. 
The regime and the people of the south will proba- 
he able to find an acceptable solution if both 
• are convinced of the sincerity and seriousness of 
! each other in building a new Sudan in which all 
| enjoy equality and democratic and human rights 
j in full. 

h 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NOW THAT Arab sovereignty has been restored to 
Hebron, the Jewish seniors there have no alternative 
but to coexist peacefully with ihe Arab inhabitants so 
that negotiations for a final settlement can go ahead as 
planned, said A 1 Ra'i editorial Saturday. Ft said that if 
the present settlers consider themselves the grandchil- 
dren of the Jews who had lived in the city in old times, 
they must do their best to behave like their ancestors, 
who were guaranteed safety by the overwhelming Arab 
majority, and have to abandon their hostile attitude 
towards the Arab residents of the city, urged the paper. 
As to the Arab people of Hebron, they feel that the 
dawn of freedom has emerged after the darkness of the 
paM decades and they undoubtedly, under the present 
circumstances, will regard the Jewish minority living in 
their midst as a fact of life and therefore try to avoid 
any friction with them because peaceful coexistence 
wiih the settlers is bound to have iLs beneficial impact 
on the coming Palestinian-Israeli negotiations on a 
final settlement, added the paper. Indeed, said the 
paper, the new experiment and its outcome will serve as 
an example on which much of the future of this region 
depends. The paper said that the future negotiations 
between the two sides will depend on a peaceful situa- 
tion in Hebron, free of all forms of violence and resort 
lo force. 

A WHITER for A 1 Dustour accused Israel of being 
behind the current conflict between Sudan and its 
neighbours, saying that Israel is encouraging and 
fuelling this war with the purpose of depriving Sudan 
and Egypt of their control over the River Nile waters. 
Mohanimad Kawash said that Israel does not conceal 
its intentions of exercising pressures on Egypt through 
strengthening the hands of nations that control the 
source of the Nile and it is currently in contact with 
Turkey, at the military and economic levels, with the 
hope Ural Ankara would continue its hostile attitude 
towards Iraq and Syria to deprive them of the river 
waters. The writer said that in light of the current war 
waged against Sudan, with backing from Eritrea and 
Ethiopia. Egypt has no alternative but to interfere and 
put an end to attempts to split up its southern neighbour. 
The writer said that by defending Sudan. Egypt will be 
defending its own national interests and guarantee its 
own water supplies from the River Nile. 


UNDP 1996 report needs careful 
analysing to formulate strategies 


SOCIAL SCIENTISTS pointed out long time ago that the 
size of the gross domestic product (GDP) and the rate of 
its annual growth by no means serve as a sole indicator of 
human development or quality of life in a given country. 

There are, they claim, other ways to measure and moni- 
tor human developments which are not necessarily reflect- 
ed in the GDP. such as life expectancy at birth, the avail- 
ability of basic education, level of enrolment in schools 
and literacy rate, and the standard of living of the popula- 
tion. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
has started to issue annual reports since 1990 to measure 
human development in all countries of the world, using 
certain criteria and parameters which are consistently 
refined and improved year after year. The UNDP report 
produces an overall index of human development to facil- 
itate comparisons across countries and to monitor changes 
from one year to another in the same country. 

The report highlights the non-economic factors, and tries 
to discount GDP as a single indicator to measure develop- 
ment. Yet the actual results prove beyond doubt that per 
capita GDP and its growth remain the most important fac- 
tor. because other indicators are directly influences by the 
level of income. This is evident in the UNDP report rating 
Arab countries according to the level of human develop- 
ment. 


We find that the rich oil-exporting countries occupy the 
upper part of the scale while the poor, non-oil producing 
and exporting countries take the lower part of the lisL 
Jordan was placed after all oil-producing countries, and 
ahead of all non-oil producing countries, an indication that 
Jordan is doing well within the limitation of its me ans . 

The international report is not only informative, it also 
helps decision makers in many development countries to 
identify the weak points in their policies of social and eco- 
nomic development 

It also prods governments to do more on the human 
leveL But the 1996 report also embarrassed many govern- 
ments which were claiming to have achieved social mira- 
cles when, according to the report their record proved to 
be wanting. 

Some countries did not Like their position on the world- 
wide map of human development as reflected in the inter- 
national report They decided to issue their own national 
reports. They include such Arab countries as Egypt Iraq 
and Tunisia. Similar attempts are under way in Lebanon 
and Palestine. 

The real objective of these politically motivated endeav- 
ours is to improve the image of the ruling class which 
would like to put forward a beautiful record of real or 
imaginative achievements. 

Question is who would believe these national reports if 


they came up with results different from those given by the 
international report, and how can we compare the level of 
h uman development among countries if based on entena. 
which vary from one country to another to suite the local 

requirements? 

Of course various points of view can be offered on me 
best method to measure human development, but it should 
be admitted that the United Nations is the most qualified 
agency to set unified rules, especially when they are sub- 
jected to continued revision and improvement. 

The UNDP report enjoys high credibility and no politi- 
cal regime on earth can ignore its results or provide a con- 
vincing substitute, no matter how hard it may try. 

The UNDP presented its 1996 report in Jordan in a big 
and noisy celebration. However, the report did not draw 
the attention and the analysis it deserves, neither in gov- 
ernment circles nor in the media. Public awareness of the 
report is not sufficiently strong. No one tried to dwell on 
the weak points in Jordan’s human development as depict- 
ed by the report and formulate a strategy to tackle such 
points- 

We should make up for this shortcoming before we get 
involved in the preparation of our own Jordanian report on 
human development for local consumption. 


Erez: Peres one, Netanyahu zero 


Bv Gwvnne Dver 


LIKE STAR-crossed lovers, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat only meet in the dead of 
night, bui their last meeting 
seems to Wave done the trick. 
Early in the morning of Jan. 
15 . at the Erez border crossing 
between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip, Netanyahu and Arafat 
agreed on prompt Israeli with- 
drawal from Hebron, and an 
18 -month schedule for Israeli 
evacuation of rural areas of the 
West Bank- 

After eight months and a lot 
of heavy breathing, Netanyahu 
and Arafat have something 
they can call their own. This is 
□ot the Oslo accords, signed 
years ago by a defunct Israeli 
government, or some promise 
made to Arafat by martyred 
Israeli leader Yitzhak Rabin. 
This is a deal “Bibi" 
Netanyahu made himself, and 
will find it very hard to dis- 
own. The Middle East peace 
process is back on the rails. 

Just joking, of course. It is 
still in deep, deep trouble. But 
it has not completely self- 
destructed yet, because 


nobody, not even Netanyahu, 
has any alternative to put in its 
place except war. And now 
that he has made his first major 
concession to reality, it is a 
good time to ask if Netanyahu 
is really as intelligent as be 
obviously thinks he is. 

Four months ago, when 
Netanyahu opened a tunnel 
under Temple Mount in 
Jerusalem and triggered vio- 
lent protests that led to 79 
deaths, you could plausibly 
argue that he was a clever man 
who simply intended to 
destroy the peace process. 
After all, that is precisely what 
many of those who voted for 
Netanyahu wanted. 

But. if Netanyahu truly were 
one* of those- people himself, 
then he could never have 
brought himself to sign this 
week's deal with the 
Palestinian National Authority 
tPNA). which requires 80 per 
cent of Lhe city of Hebron to be 
handed over to Palestinian 
control. This would have been 
the point where he drew a line 
in the sand, and defied the rest 
of the world (and half of Israel 
itself). 

He has not done that, so now 
we know that he really is a 


player, not a fanatic in dis- 
guise. His goal is to give as lit- 
tle land back to the 
Palestinians as posable, over 
as long a time as possible. He 
undoubtedly sees some things 
as non- negotiable (Jerusalem, 
perhaps, and full Palestinian 
sovereignty). But he will make 
deals, and he accepts tbar some 
concessions must be made. 

So he is a player... but is he a 
good player? Do his tactics get 
what he wants for Israel (what- 
ever that is)? And here one 
must be permitted a little 
doubt. 

Admittedly, Netanyahu is up 
against a wily and subde oppo- 
nent Not poor old Yasser 
Arafat who is about as wily 
and subtle as Fired Flintstone, 
but Shimon Peres, the real 
architect of the Oslo accords 
and Netanyahu's predecessor 
as prime minister. 

Peres, as a colleague in the 
Knesset once remarked, “only 
stops scheming when he is 
asleep." He studies his adver- 
saries, their tactics and their 
weaknesses, and he plans 
many moves ahead. 

Peres' short-term goal is to 
preserve and advance the 
peace agreement even under 


an Israeli government that is 
fundamentally hostile to it. His 
long-term goal is to replace 
that government and return to 
power. And I would be willing 
to bet that Peres bequeathed 
the Hebron issue to Netanyahu 
because he foresaw what use 
Netanyahu would cry to make 
of it, and how that would 
entangle the Likud leader in a 
deal he could not refuse. 

Hebron, the last of the urban 
areas on the West Bank to be 
returned to Palestinian control, 
was supposed to be evacuated 
by Israeli troops ten months 
ago. well before the June elec- 
tion. Peres postponed that han- 
dover because of all the Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad suicide 
bombs going off in Israel 
before the election (bombs that 
were intended to get 
Netanyahu elected, and did). 

But why didn’t Peres hand 
Hebron over after his election 
defeat, but before he left 
power? It would have been a 
defensible action, in fulfilment 
of an overdue Israeli diplomat- 
ic commitment. But Peres pre- 
ferred to leave the decision and 
timing of the Hebron handover 
to the incoming government of 
Benyamm Netanyahu. 


Singapore — Career and car 
and nowhere to go 


By Bob Holmes 

NORTH .AND south Korea 
are not Asia's only candi- 
dates for possible reunifica- 
tion. Malaysia and 
Singapore have not ruled 
out the possibility, either. 

Such a move is not immi- 
nent. but leaders of both 
nations, which were united 
under the Malaysian 
Federation from 1963 to 
1965 . have acknowledged 
that it could happen — 
eventually. 

The divorce 31 years ago. 
over ethnic and political 
disagreements, was acrimo- 
nious. Since then, both have 
benefited from high eco- 
nomic growth and have 
kept the lid on potentially 
combustible race relations. 

They are regarded as 
almost model societies by 
many envious govern- 
ments. and until now. reuni- 
fication has not been an 
issue. 

Then, earlier this year, 
Singapore's senior Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew. the patri- 
arch who led the little 
island to economic success, 
surprised everyone by say- 
ing that one day the two 
stares could rejoin. 

Singapore had to remain 
competitive, organised and 
tightly knit, or it would 
eventually be "absorbed," 
he told an open-mouthed 
audience. “Rejoining would 
be difficult to achieve for a 
very long-time, but I hope 
that one day it will happen." 

Almost as surprising was 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mahathir’s 
refusal to dismiss the 
zz'lsn* "I d= no: think the 


time is yet." he commented. 
"Maybe one day." 

It set the chattering class- 
es of both countries into 
overdrive. Editorials 

expounded. Readers wrote 
in. Radio stations polled lis- 
teners, and almost everyone 
was against the idea. 

Singapore's Prime 

Minister Gob Chok Tong 
raised the issue again duT- 
ing his annual national day 
speech in August. This 
time, however, it was clear 
the island's leadership was 
using the issue as a warning 
to its citizens. “Don’t slack- 
en or else." was the gist of 
the message. 

While saying “reunifica- 
tion is not on my political 
agenda," Goh added: “If 
Singapore's economic com- 
petitiveness were to falter, 
it could be forced to ask 
Malaysia to take it back — 
and on Malaysian terms." 

That was the reason, he 
explained, behind Lee's 
remarks. He said Lee felt 
Malaysia was doing very 
well and could become 
even more competitive. 

Goh was urging 
Singaporeans to keep their 
hands to the pump. But he 
did not go as far as his men- 
tor. who also said: “If they 
(the Malaysians) go the 
whole road with us 
(advancing and reducing 
racial tensions), then I say 
we rejoin them because this 
is what we fought for. 

“It will take some time,” 
Lee continued, “but the 
road we are going — pursu- 
ing maximum economic 
benefit — if we carry it to 
its logical conclusion... the 
difference between 


Singapore and Malaysia 
will narrow.” 

But he added an impor- 
tant rider “We will not join 
unless Malaysia practices 
meritocracy." 

This scratches old racial 
differences. The statement 
requires Malaysia to aban- 
don its preferential treat- 
ment of Malays, who form 
50 per cent of its popula- 
tion. Both nations have a 
racial mix consisting large- 
ly of Malays, Chinese and 
Indians, but in Singapore, 
Chinese form a 77 per cent 
majority. 

Mahathir was not slow to 
rapke capital out of (he per- 
ceived insult: “Singapore is 
using us as a bogeyman... 
and is practising racial dis- 
crimination itself. This can 
be seen by the fact that 
Malays are not allowed to 
hold high posts in the 
armed forces, become 
pilots or bear arms in that 
country.’' 

Despite this tit for tat, the 
fact remains that there are 
many similarities between 
the states. The people share 
a common colonial history 
and the economic and phys- 
ical links are strengthening. 

As both societies become 
more sophisticated, they 
become more similar. 

Claustrophobic 
Singaporeans flood over the 
Causeway into Malaysia to 
get off their overcrowded 
island. Many buy properties 
on the mainland.. A second 
Causeway between the 
neighbours will open next 
year and a bridge is 
planned. 

Malaysia's New Straits 
Times commented: 


“Singapore investment in 
Malaysia, both in terms of 
property and business, is 
growing at such an extent 
that national boundaries 
will eventually be but a for- 
mality.” 

A crucial factor in any 
possible remarriage is that 
Malaysia, once sneered at 
by rich Singaporeans, is 
gaining respect. The growth 
rates are similar and the 
incomes gap is narrowing. 

What is more, most 
Malaysians own cars — 
something few 

Singaporeans achieve 
because of prohibitive 
taxes. 

Singaporeans have long 
worked for the five Cs — 
career, condo, credit card, 
club and car, with the last 
the most elusive. 
Malaysians are b eginnin g 
to feel sorry for the poor lit- 
tle rich guys south of the 
peninsula — all dressed up 
and nowhere to go, except 
to Malaysia. 

What Singaporeans need 
is land, and Malaysians 
have it. An international 
port city and another finan- 
cial centre could be coveted 
by the next generation of 
Malaysian politicians. The 
more one looks at a merger, 
the more advantages one 
can see for both sides. 

But perhaps the biggest 
factor in its favour is that 
today's politicians have the 
luxuy of not being around 
if and when it happens. 

Bob Holmes is a freelance 
writer based in Kuala 
Lumpur. This article is 
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It was a poisoned apple. 
Peres, who knows far more 
about the rest of the world than 
Netanyahu (despite die latter's 
American mannerisms), under- 
stood chat there simply was no 
way for Israel to avoid handing 
the city over. Its Arab neigh- 
bours. the Europeans, even the 
United States, simply would 
not tolerate such a blatant vio- 
lation of the Oslo accords. 

But Peres also foresaw that 
Netanyahu, if given the oppor- 
tunity. would try to use Hebron 
os a bargaining counter not 
understanding that he simply 
had no leeway on the issue. 
Specifically, Netanyahu would 
stall and stall on the Hebron 
issue, hoping to turn it into a 
crisis so big that when he final- 
ly gave in. nobody would 
demand that he make any fur- 
ther concessions (like handing 
back the rural areas) for a long 
time. 

So Peres left him Hebron to 
deal with, and Netanyahu 
stalled and stalled on it — and 
in the process, as Peres must 
have hoped, he annoyed, alien- 
ated, or downright infuriated, 
practically every important 
player on the Middle East 


stage. 

They got so fed up with 
Netanyahu’s tactics that when 
the Palesti nian side started 
linking the far more important 
issue of Israeli withdrawal 
from rural areas of the West 
Bank to the Hebron deal, not 
even Washington objected. 
They just twisted Netanyahu’s 
arm harder. 

So now he is stuck with a 
withdrawal agreement he 
signed himself, a rebellious 
cabinet, and a deeply divided 
country. If he does not produce 
a steady flow of concessions 
on the ground (the three-phase 
timetable for withdrawal from 
rural areas runs until August 
1998 ), he will become an inter-;, 
national pariah. If he does 
make the concessions, his own 
coalition may break up under 
the strain, forcing him to form 
a “government of national 
unity” with Peres’ Labour 
Party. 

But maybe all this is just 
coincidence and random 
chance. Maybe Peres had no 
idea of the difficulties that the 
Hebron issue would lead the 
Netanyahu government into. 
Maybe pigs have wings. 


LETTERS 

‘If you find my number, 
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To Lhe Editor: 
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JMA president says no 
doctors found involved 
in embezzlement case 

Auditors have submitted findings 
to prosecutor, Dajani announces 
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AMMAN (J.T.1 — Jor- 
dan Medical Association 
/JMA) President Basem 
Dajani announced at a 
press conference Satur- 
day that auditors had 
submitted a report that 
shows no doctors wen; 
involved in embezzling 
from the JMA's savings 
and pension fund. 

Dr. Dajani saw the 
auditors, appointed by 
the public prosecutor to 
examine the books of the 
association following 
reports JasL had submit- 
ted their report to the 
public prosecutor. 

He said that the report 
showed that certain 
amounts were indeed 
embezzled but that no 
doctor had been involved 
in the case. 

He also said that the 
JMA’s lawyer had decid- 
ed that the matter was 
best left to the court to 
deal with. 

Last August, a govern- 
ment-appointed commit- 
tee to investigate into the 
case blamed inefficient 
financial management, 
failure to abide by 
accounting rules, corrup- 
tion, and abuse of funds 


for a large loss incurred 
by the JMA”s pension 
fund. 

The committee reported 
that the losses occurred 
between 1994 and 1995 
and quoted Mabdi Abul 
Dahab, chairman of the 
committee, as saying 
that the fund sustained a 
loss of JD1.3 million in 
1994 and JD2.200 in 1995. 

Mr. Abul Dahab said 
the losses resulted from 
non-adherence to recog- 
nised accounting rules 
and lack of internal audifj 
by the fund's manage- 
ment. 

Dr. Dajani said that the 
report recommendations 
which the JMA board 
studied and implemented. 
These included the cre- 
ation of a new financial 
and administrative sys- 
tem and upgrading the 
association’s registers 
and books. 

Dr. Dajani said, howev- 
er, that the JMA board 
will not hesitate to refer 
to court any person who 
might be found to have 
been involved in any 
irregularities. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Algerian minister dies in firearm incident 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Algeria’s minister responsible 
for planning, Ali Hamdi. one of the government's 
negotiators with international financial institutions, 
died at his home Saturday while handling a firearm, 
an official source said. Hamdi, an engineering gradu- 
ate and father of three who entered the government 

one year ago, had hold of his personal firearm when 
he died, the source said. There was no elaboration. 
The 49-year-old minister played a coordinating role 
when Algeria was involved in negotiations with the 
World Bank and the African Development Bank. In 
1994 he took pan in agreements signed with the 
International Monetary Fund. Algeria has undergone 
more than four years of violent civil war since a 
rebellion in 1992. Tens of thousands of people have 
died in the war. 

Iran hangs two convicted of murder 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran executed two brothers con- 
victed of killing four of their relatives, the Kayhan 
newspaper reported on Saturday. It said the brothers 
were hanged on Friday in Tehran’s Qasr prison for 
killing two women and their two children in 1995 } 
after a money robbery. The family relationship was 
not made clear in the report. In a separate report, the 
Iran daily said a 55-year-old Iranian stabbed his wife 
and one of his sons to death and injured another two 
of his children and his father-in-law. It gave no details 
on the motive but said police was searching for the 
father. 

Islamists to be barred from Somali talks 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — A Somali faction leader 
said Saturday that an Islamic fundamentalist group 
now operating in the country would not be allowed 
into negotiations on national reconciliation because 
they were “terrorists.” Ali Mahdi Mohammad, who 
rules northern Mogadishu, told reporters: “We don’t 
want to accommodate the Al Ittihad A1 Islam _ 
in the negotiations on national reconciliation 
accused them of causing unrest in Ethiopia’s Soraali- 
popuiated southeastern Ogaden region and described 
them as “terrorists who want to grab power by the 
barrel of the gun.” 
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In Bangladesh, child workers must 
abandon sweatshop for classroom 


DHAKA, Bangladesh 
(APj — at 13, Rina 
Begum is a veteran 
seamstress who recently 
worked 10-hour days in a 
sweatshop for $16 a 
month, stitching clothes 
destined for the' - discount 
chains in richer coun- 
tries. 

Today, she's going to 
school for the first time 
in her life, under an 
agreement by Bang- 
ladesh's garment indus- 
try to end child labour. 

”1 alwavs wanted to go 
to school, but two years 
ago my parents sent me 
to work for money.” said 
Rina in her classroom, a 
tin shed in a poor Dbaka 
neighbourhood where 
she" studies with a dozen 
other young ex-laborers. 

Threatened with an 
international boycott of 
their products, garment 
manufacturers signed an 
accord last year with the 
International Labour 
ranisation and 

1CEF to end child 
labour in Bangladesh's 
highest-earning" export 
industry by this month. 
Under the’ accord, the 
industry cannot employ 
children youneer than 
14. , 

But while children 
might be happy, some 
parents are worried about 


the loss of income, and 
others fear their kids 
have lost their jobs for 
good. Rina’s father — 
For one — doubts the 
manufacturers will keep 
their promise to rehire 
former employees after 
they complete the mini- 
mum required education. 

**I did not mind when 
they sent my child to 
school,” said her father, 
Rahmat Ali, who pedals 
a rickshaw for about $2 a 
day. 

‘The question ifc if she 
will ever get her job 
back.” 

Bangladesh earns $2.4 
billion a year on gar- 
ments, 66 per cent of the 
country's export earn- 
ings. Nearly half the rev- 
enue comes from the 
United States. 

After the agreement 
was reached to end child 
labour, a joint survey by 
UNICEF and the ILO — 
both U.N. organisations 
— and Bangladesh's 
manufacturers found 
more than 10,000 chil- 
dren in the garment 
industry, most of them 
girls under 14. 

By deadline time, about 
3,000 of the workers 
were estimated to have 
reached the age of 14 and 
could stay at work. Of 
the 7,000 others, nearly 


4.000 already have been 
enrolled in ISO schools 
across Bangladesh. 

Inspectors from the 
ILO, UNICEF and 
Bangladesh government 
will monitor compliance 
for at least one more 
year. 

Two-thirds of the 1,171 
garment factories sur- 
veyed in mid-October 
were found to have no 
child workers, the ILO's 
Dhaka office said. The 
others plan to dismiss 
their child workers in 
November, when educa- 
tion arrangements will be 
ready. The accord said no 
child worker could be 
fired unless she had a 
place in a school. 

In the schools, run by 
voluntary agencies, each 
child gets a monthly 
stipend of $7 to compen- 
sate for lost wages. The 
children also learn wage- 
earning skills, such as 
handicrafts. 

Some, like, Rina 
Begum, supplement the 
stipend with after-school 
work. But that doesn't 
come close to her previ- 
ous $16 a month, a pretty 
good salary in a country 
where the average 
monthly wage for an 
adult industrial worker is 
$23. 

The drop in income has 


hurt many families. 

Aklima, another 13- 
year-old who lost her 
job, has three brothers 
and sisters — all too 
young to work. Her 
mother is a widow, and 
until six months ago, the 
family dependeB on 
Aklima's $23 month. 

“I’m an ailing person. 
But I'm now forced to 
work as a house maid 
after my daughter lost 
her job and mo"ney,” said 
Aklima’s mother, Zohra 
Khatoon, who is 45. 

The programme also 
premised bank loans for 
families to start small 
businesses, but this pro- 
ject is snarled in 
Bangladesh's elaborate 
bureaucracy, an ILO offi- 
cial said on condition of 
anonymity. 

A UNICEF report said 
that some children had 
expressed fear about fac- 
ing a family grappling 
with an income drastical- 
ly reduced because they 
were no longer working. 

About 10 per cent of 
the former garment 
workers already have 
dropped out of school, 
the report said, and 
because they are still 
underage have taken jobs 
such as selling newspa- 
pers or working as 
nousemaids. 




Khartoum says invaders pushed back 


(Continued from page I) 

Saleh said in a press state- 
ment published Saturday in 
Khartoum. 

“Sudan and Egypt have 
underlined the need for 
wanning up rhe coolness 
that had occurred in; their 
bilateral relations and the 
restoration of those' relations 
lo normality” he said. 

“The picture of what is 
going on following the 
Ethiopian invasion and on 
what is happening in east 
Sudan was clear to the 
Egyptians and the view- 
points were identical.” Mr. 


Saleh said. 

So far the only response of 
solidarity for Sudan has 
come from Jordan. Yemen, 
Iraq and Qaiar — the latter 
having set up a ministerial 
committee charged with aid- 
ing “assistance needed by 
the Sudanese people.” 

Washington, meanwhile, 
has' expressed concern about : 
the tension between Sudan 
and its neighbours. 

The Sudanese government 
and the rebels both say the 
army lost Kurrauk and Qeis- 
san. two small towns in 
Blue Nile state on the 
Ethiopian border, when the 


attacks began six days ago. 
The rebels say they have 
also captured army gar- 
risons further north. 

“They (the armed forces) 
have confined the Tigrean 
(Ethiopian) forces to a nar- 
row area to the west of the 
towns of Kurrhuk and Qeis- 
sdn, forcing the Tigrean 
forces to' retreat to rear posi- 
tions Al Sudan AJ Hadith 
added. 

The government newspa- 
per said the Sudanese air 
force had bombarded areas 
lost by the army and that the 
Ethiopians were preparing 
to hand over their positions 


to south'- Sudanese rebels 
flown into Ethiopia from 
Uganda and Eritrea. 

In Cairo the NDA said 
Antonov bombers of the 
Sudanese air force on Friday 
bombed a rebel-held area 
near the border settlement of 
Menze. which is also in 
Blue Nile state. 

‘The - indiscriminate 
bombing has affected the 
unarmed civilians, who wel- 
comed the revolution with 
enthusiasm.” said a state- 
ment by the NDA’s military 
forces. 

“We appeal to the 
international community 


and humanitarian organisa- 
tions to provide humanitari- 
an assistance to the people 
of the area.” the statement 
added. 

In Geneva, Swiss-based 
Christian Solidarity 

International (CSI) said 
Antonov bombers, heli- 
copter gunships and ground 
troops had been razing vil- 
lages in Blue Nile state. 

In the Eritrean . capital 
Asmara, a spokesman . for 
the rebel . Sudan People's 
Liberation Army iSPLA). 
which is part of the NDA 
military forces, said the 
Sudanese governor of Kur- 
muk was one of the prison- 
ers captured when the bor- 
der town fell to the rebels. 

The spokesman. Yassir 


Arman, named him, as Hus- 
sein Yaaqoub and said he 
was captured with some of 
his aides. 

A private Khartoum news- 
paper said the prisoners 
included Yaaqoub Hussein, 
described as commissioner 
of Kurrauk province, and 
Ismail Mahmoud, the local 
head of the national con- 
gress, Sudan's only legal 
political organisation. 

The newspaper, Akhbar Al 
Yom. quoted Federal Rule 
Minister Ali Al Haj Moham- 
mad as saying the Ethiopi- 
ans took the two men away 
in military aircraft to an 
unknown destination. 

Mr. Abu Eissa said other 
prisoners from Kurmuk 
were the chairman of the 


town council, Rabie Ahmed 
Kurmino, and Sheikh 
Qamareddin Ismail, a local 
dignitary. The NDA state- 
ment named three officers 
— a major and two lieu- 
tenants — taken prisoner in 
the Menze area. 

The focus of preparations 
for the army’s counterattack 
has been Blue Nile capital 
Daraazin, the site of the 
hydroelectricity plant which 
supplies, Khartoum with.. 9.0 
per cent of its power. . 

Al Sudan Al Hadith quot- 
ed the governor of Blue Nile 
state. Colonel Babaker Jaber 
Kabalo, as saying military 
reinforcements and supplies 
had been arriving iu the 
state. 

“The army now has the 


initiative on all fronts and 
the next few days will wit- 
ness the complete destruc- 
tion of the Tigrean (Ethiopi- 
an; troops," he added. 

“A repon from the opera- 
tion areas says Ethiopian 
forces have begun to with- 
draw their military equip- 
ment as a prelude to the 
withdrawal of their troops,” 
the newspaper said. The 
. south Sudanese rebels 
would replace them, it 
added, quoting Mohammad, 
the federal rule minister. 

There were no fresh 
reports on Saturday from the 
northern front, where Sudan 
says Eritrean forces have 
attacked. Both Eritrea and 
tiie rebels say only the 
rebels are attacking. 
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Swedes f i n d letter-bombs destined 
for London; seven people arrested 


COPENHAGEN (R> — Dan- 
ish police on Saturday arrest- 
ed seven members of an 
extreme right-wing group they 
said planned to send lener- 
bombs to addresses in London, 
but said three bombs intercept- 
ed in Sweden contained only 
detonators. 

A Danish policeman was 
shot and wounded during one 
of three raids following a 
tipofF from an International 
Police (Inteipol) intelligence 
unit in Germany and the inter- 
ception of the three devices in 
Sweden. Copenhagen police 
said. 


Detective Commander Per 
Larsen told a news conference 
that Saturday's raids, on two 
locations in the capital and a 
house in the seaside village of 
Nivaa. 20 kilometres to the 
north, had uncovered explo- 
sives and detonators. 

Three devices made in Nivaa 
were intercepted by Swedish 
police in the port city of 
MaJmo, a short ferry trip from 
Copenhagen, where the 
bombers bad taken them for 
posting, he added. -They were 
disguised as video tapes and 
were to be sent to addresses in 
London. I will not at this point 


say anything about the intend- 
ed recipients,” Mr. Larsen 
said. 

Police said initially that the 
devices were Jive bombs but 
an examination by Swedish 
police later showed that they 
contained only priming 
charges. 

'The material packed around 
the detonators proved not to 
explosive, as was first thought, 
but the detonators themselves 
are dangerous enough and 
could easily cost a couple of 
fingers.” Copenhagen murder 
squad chief Kurt Jensen told 
the Danish news agency 


Rhzau. 

“First indications are that an 
extreme right-wing group here 
in Denmark is being controlled 
from abroad, with the intention 
of hitting international targets. 
We are still in full swing with 
our searches and would not 
rule out further arrests,” Mr. 
Jensen told the news confer- 
ence earlier. 

Police said Thomas Derry 
Nakaba, Danish-bom despite 
bis name, shot a policeman in 
the groin with a pistol as police 
broke into the Nivaa house. 


King expresses pride in capital 

(Continued from page 1) 
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the British Crown Prince 
(Prince Charles;, in internal 
development,” Prince Has- 
san said. 

• He added: 'Through the 
organisation which he 
(Prince Charles) is heading 
he managed through the 
utilisation of £20 million to 
provide 60.000 job opportu- 
nities.” 

Prince Hassan continued 
that job opportunities pro- 
vided by 30.000 companies 
in the U.K. are on the rise 
day-bv-day. 

Noting that the European 
Union (EU) is currently 
focusing on the role of non- 
governmental organisations, 
he referred to the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation 
(HUDC) and their role in 
developing 1 1 sites in 
Amman and four other sites 
in the neighbouring city of 
Zaiqa. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
development does not mean 
only urban development, 'if 
this is ihe criterion, I poim 
to some areas such as 
Mahatta and say that the 


development which entails 
providing water, electricity 
and sewage services is 
important, but it falls short 
of addressing the problem 
of unemployment through 
the exploitation of the hid- 
den potentials of every Jor- 
danian community and 

neighbourhood.” 

The Crown Prince 

stressed the importance of 
cooperation and participa- 
tion of government institu- 
tions in "shaping the future, 
and paid tribute to the role 
of Amman’s elected council 
members and its specialised 
councils. 

Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi paid tribute to the 
Jordanian leadership and its 
role in developing the King- 
dom. Briefing His Majesty 
and the Crown Prince on the 
achievements of the munic- 
ipality', Dr. Abbadi pledged 
xo continue efforts aimed at 
developing the city. 

He said Amman’s city hall 
will in the future represent 
an intellectual centre and a 
meeting place of Jordanian 
intellectuals, adding that it 
will include a national 
museum and a cultural cen- 
tre. 


Jordan, Iraq conclude deal 


(Continued from page l; 

seven per cent this year. 

Jordan's oil imports are 
carried out under a special 
exemption to U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed 
on Baghdad after its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. Before 1990, Iraq 
ranked as Jordan's main 
trade partner. 

During the Baghdad 
talks, Iraqi and Jordanian 
officials also signed a new 
trade protocol raising the 
volume of goods to be 
traded between the two 
countries to $255 million 
from $200 million during 
1996. 

In Amman, Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
held talks with Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and discussed 
with him trade and eco- 
nomic relations, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Petra said the talks were 
a continuation of discus- 
sion held in Amman Iasi 
Monday between the two 
officials. 

The news agency quoted 


Mr. Kabariti as stressing 
that inter-Arab economic 
relations should be 

strengthened in a way to 
make them able to meet 
the challenges away frqjn 
political disputes. *; 

The two also reviewed 
efforts to lift economic 
sanctions on Iraq. Petra 
said. 

According to official 
sources Mr. Aziz assured 
Mr. Kabariti that Iraq is 
intent on abiding by all 
U.N. Security Council res- 
olutions that placed stiff 
penalties on his country 
following its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

According to the sources 
Mr. Aziz denied that Iraq 
was bolding any Kuwaiti 
prisoners as Kuwait 
insists. 

The sources said that Mr. 
Aziz expressed Iraq’s sin- 
cere wish to open up to the 
Arab World but noted that 
recent speeches made by 
the Iraqi president on 
which he lashed at Arab 
leaders cast doubt on Mr. 
Aziz’s assertion. 


Asia struggles to feed 
its growing masses 


By Scott Hillls 
Reuter 

BEIJING — The massed 
humanity of Asia grows 
relentlessly and the coun- 
tries with the largest popu- 
lations are expected to face 
an increasing struggle to 
feed their new mouths, 
agricultural analysts said. 

By the end of die century. 
60 per cent, or 3.75 billion 
people, of the earth's popu- 
lation will live on this 
crowded continent, accord- 
ing to U.N. projections, 
and nearly two thirds of 
them will be in China and 
India. 

To meet the challenge of 
feeding them the world is 
relying on new agricultural 
techniques to boost crop 
yields in the Asian coun- 
tries themselves and the 
grain exporting giants: the 
United States, Canada, 
Australia. Argentina and 
the European Union. 

China boasts record grain 
harvests, but imports seen 
soaring officials in Beijing 
have announced record 
grain harvests and pledged 
that China is able to feed its 
1.2 billion people, despite 
losses caused by floods and 
droughts and the growing 
food demands of an 
increasingly better-off pop- 
ulation. 

But some economists cast 
Malthusian predictions 
about an imminent food cri- 
sis and fret over the possi- 
bility of a hungry China 
gobbling up world grain 
supplies. 

Premier Li Peng told the 
U.N.-sponsored World 
Food Summit in Rome ear- 
lier this year that China 
would use increased grain 
yields and exploit more 
land to maintain food self- 
sufficiencv. 


Beijing took steps to 
boost the harvest by raising 
government grain procure- 
ment prices — paid to 
farmers for a set portion of 
their harvests — by an 
average of 25 per cent. 

Authorities also stepped 
up efforts at land reclama- 
tion and flood and water 
control. 

China has forecast a 
record grain harvest of 480 
million tonnes in 1996. 
about 1 5 million tonnes 
more than last year's 
bumper yields. 

Beijing won accolades 
from Jacques Diouf. direc- 
tor-general of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) under the United 
Nations, who lavished 
praise on China's agricul- 
tural “miracle" and dis- 
missed fears the country 
would soon be unable to 
feed itself. 

Lester Brown, president 
of the Worldwatch Institute, 
a private Washington-based 
monitor of food supplies, 
said China was losing crop- 
land at a record rate. 

Mr. Brown said China's 
huge population and dwin- 
dling water resources had 
also helped to turn it from a 
net grain exporter two years 
ago to the world's second 
biggest importer behind 
Japan in 1995. 

China must feed more 
than one-fifth of the 
world’s people on just 
seven per cent of the plan- 
et’s arable land. 

Economic reforms have 
increased pressure on land 
use with industrial estates 
and housing swallowing 
once productive farm land, 
prompting authorities to try 
to curi> construction. 

By 2000, the country's 
population is expected to 
hit 1.3 billion and is seen at 


1.6 billion in 2010, pushing 
grain demand up to 640 
million tonnes in that year. 

Chinese officials forecast 
the country’s grain con- 
sumption to be about 527 
million tonnes in the year 
2000, against output of 
about 495 million tonnes. 

A growing appetite for 
meat among increasingly 
wealthy Chinese has also 
helped boost demand for 
grain. 

Mr. Brown has predicted 
China's grain imports could 
soar to well over 200 mil- 
lion tonnes by the year 
2030, far above producer 
nations' current capabilities 
to supply. 

Indian food security 
concerns grow as 
agri-investment lags 

India will have to strive 
hard to attain food security 
in the coming years in the 
face of rising population 
growth but the situation is 
not yet alarming, officials 
and analysts said. 

‘‘Looking at food and 
nutritional security we will 
have to do much more to 
meet the criterion adopted 
at the Rome meeting,” said 
S.M. Vinnani, a senior offi- 
cial of the Hyderabad- 
based International Crops 
Research Institute, an inde- 
pendent research organisa- 
tion. 

Mr. Vinnani said in the 
past five to seven years the 
growth in Indian food pro- 
duction has nor been very 
impressive. Production had 
hovered around 185 million 
tonnes with an addition or 
fall of two or three million 
tonnes. 

“While population is gal- 
loping and we have added 
about 100 million in five 
years, food production has 


not gone up corresponding- 
ly,’' Mr. Virmani said. 

India, with 930 million 
people, is widely expected 
to overtake China as the 
world’s most populous 
country some time next 
century. 

Mr. Virmani said the ratio 
between pulses and cereals 
production was also getting 
wider 

“The green revolution (of 
the 1960s) was restricted to 
30-40 districts of the coun- 
try in the north and south. 
That area is not gening 
expanded/’ he said. 

Ashok Gulati. of the inde- 
pendent National Council 
of Applied Economic 
Research (NCAER). said 
India possessed the tech- 
nology and what it needed 
was investment. 

“Given the technology 
unfolding in the next five to 
ten years, liberalisation of 
the economy and past per- 
formance. we feel India 
will be reasonably okay 
after raking care of the pop- 
ulation growth,” Mr. Gulati 
said. 

He said projections made 
up to 2020 show that in a 
normal year there would be 
a net surplus in agricultural 
production and in years 
vqiih below normal mon- 
soon there could be margin- 
al surpluses. 

“Looking at production 
trends in the last three years 
there is no threat to India’s 
food security/’ said one 
analyst who did not want to 
be identified. 

“There will be no famine 
situation. We will continue 
to be a net exporter in the 
coming years ” he said. 
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Israel expects economic 
dividends from Hebron accord 


UAE official sees no 
economic gains from Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP l — Israel 
hopes to draw new foreign 
investment and tourists, 
while relaunching trade ties 
with Arab countries, after 
the pullback of its troops 
Friday from the volatile 
West Bank city of Hebron. 

The Tel Aviv stock market 
is already expecting a 

resumption of die Middle 

East peace process, frozen 
since right-wing leader 
Ben van min Netanyahu 
came to power in June. 

The Michianim indicator 
of leading stocks has 
climbed 13 per cent since 
die beginning of the year, 
reaching 239.13 in Thurs- 
day trading. The marker 
was closed on Friday. 

The volume of transac- 
tions. after an empty stretch 
last y ear, rose 80 per cent, 
to S60 million, in January 
from December. 

Foreign investors, who 
control 10 per cent of 
stocks on the Tel Aviv 
exchange, have stayed on 
the sidelines tor several 
months because of rising 
political tensions due to the 
near collapse of Israeli- 
Palestinian peace negotia- 
tions. 

The investors, however. 


plunged back into the mar- 
ket buying star stocks such 
as Hapoalim bank, food 
company Ossem and indus- 
trial group Koor, according 
to traders. 

The Israeli government 
on Thursday also quickly 
sold $750 million in bonds 
on the New York exchange 
backed by loan guarantees 
from the U.S. Treasury. 

Israeli Central Bank Gov- 
ernor Yaakov Frenkel pre- 
dicted that the Hebron 
accord, the first concluded 
between Israel’s new right- 
wing government and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority, would boost for- 
eign investment and bring 
back tourists, the number of 
which dropped six per cent 
last year. 

“Businessmen and 

tourists don't like risks, or 
uncertainty. For them, the 
Hebron accord can only 
have a positive effect," Dr. 
Frenkel said. 

The director of the Israeli 
Industrial Association. 
Yoram Blizovsky. also 
expected that joint projects 
with Arab countries which 
were frozen last year “will 
now move forward." 

Qatar. Oman and Moroc- 


co. three Arab countries 
which hud taken the first 
steps toward normalising 
ties with Israel, froze their 
trade relations with the 
Jewish state after Mr. 
Netanyahu’s election victo- 
ry- 

Israel media had also 
raised the possibility over 
the past few weeks of a 
resumption of the Arab 
boycorr of the Jewish state, 
which was lifted in 1994 
after the launch of Palestin- 
ian autonomy. 

Such an action would be a 
mde shock to Israel's econ- 
omy. 

Multinational corpora- 
tions. believing that Middle 
East peace was on the way, 
have invested heavily in 
Israel since 1995. 

International risk-rating 
agencies such as Standard 
and Poor’s and Moody's 
had raised their confidence 
measure of Israel because 
of the peace process begun 
with the country's Arab 
neighbours. 

Israeli business leaders 
also are predicting a flurry 
of trade with the newly 
autonomous Palestinian 
areas following Israel's 
troop redeployment from 


Hebron, the last major town 
on the West Bank to obtain 
self-rule. 

“The Palestinian 

autonomous territories rep- 
resent one of Israel’s prima- 
ry export markets, with 
sales of $2 billion in 1996. 
six times more than Egypt,” 
Mr. Blizovsky said 

The Hebron accord, 
which was agreed to 
Wednesday after more than 
three months of tortuous 
negotiations and intense 
U.S. mediation, also calls 
for improved trade ties 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

But this will prove diffi- 
cult unless Israel greatly 
loosens its repeated clo- 
sures of the Palestinian ter- 
ritories. which disrupts the 
How of people and goods. 

The closures, which Israel 
says are for security rea- 
sons. have squeezed the 
economic life out of the 
Palestinian territories, caus- 
ing an explosion in unem- 
ployment and a 39 per cent 
drop in revenue for resi- 
dents of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip over the last four 
years, according to a U.N. 
report. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Israel 
is looking at the Gulf region as 
a market for its products but it 
remains unattractive for Gulf 
businessmen because it is rela- 
tively small, a UAE official said 
Saturday. 

Mohammad A1 Abbar, direc- 
tor general of the Dubai Econo- 
my Department, said economic 
dealings with Israel would he 
possible only after the establish- 
ment of a comprehensive peace 
between the Jewish state and 
Arabs. 

“The Israeli market is not 
encouraging given its modest 
potential of (six million). More 


than half of them have come 
from poor countries," Mr. Abbar 
told the local newspaper Ai 
Khaleq. 

“From an economic point of 
view, the Gulf private sector 

will not benefit from dealing 
with (he Israeli market. Israel is 
eying the Gulf markets.” he 
pointed out. 

The UAE was among several 
countries that sent delegations 
to the Middle East economic 
summit in Cairo late last year. 
The conference, the third in the 
region, covered projects to be 
carried out in the Middle East as 
part of the peace process 


between Israel and Arab coun- 
tries. 

Several Arab officials and 
experts hove warned against 
joining Israel in a common mar- 
ket on the grounds it is seeking 
to control their economies- 

1 There is a psychological bar- 
rier between the Arab people 
and the Israelis which could not 
be broken easily. I think dealing 
with Israel will be possible only 

within a comprehensive peace." 
Mr. Abbar said. 

-This process needs time 
because humane and peaceful 
initiatives should take place 
before commercial dealings." 


REUTERS ■ 



TP RQ 


The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 18/01/97 -20:07 


USD DEM CBP CHF ,JPY CAD ITL NLG FRF 

IDPEIE2S 

mmMr 


EU warned it has no alternative to farm reform 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) 
may have lo slash its beef, 
daiiy and cereal produc- 
tion and jeopardise other 
vital trade interests if it 
does not act to bring its 
agricultural prices into 
line with world levels, its 
senior trade official has 
warned. 

“Prices must come 
down." Sir Leon Brittan 
said in a speech to the 
Irish Cooperative Oigani- 
sation Society in Dublin. 
“Our agriculture industry 
must be able to operate on 
world markets without 
subsidy: we must be able 
to compete effectively 
against imports from else- 
where.” 

Sir Briuan’s intervention 
came amid increasing 
debate about the future of 
the common agricultural 
policy iCAPl. 

The policy, which guar- 
antees farmers prices that 
arc frequently well above 
world market levels 
i around 15 per cent for 


wheat for example), 
accounts for nearly half 
the EU's 80 billion Euro- 
pean Currency Units 
($100 billion ) budget. 

"Farming remains essen- 
tial for rural development 
but it is illusory to think 
that policy can be based 
exclusively on agricul- 
ture." Agriculture Com- 
missioner Franz Fischler 
has said Monday. 

He emphasised that in 
many rural parts of the EU 
farming now accounts for 
less than half the jobs. 

"We have to change our 
thought patterns here.” he 
said. 

If it maintains its current 
level of cereals produc- 
tion, the EU will be pro- 
ducing a surplus of 40 
million tonnes by the end 
of the century — well in 
excess of the 25-million 
tonne ceiling on sub- 
sidised exports it is com- 
mitted to implementing by 
1999 under the Uruguay 
Round world trade accord. 
Sir Brittan said. 


A similar crunch is 
looming in the dairy and 
beef sectors. 

Attempting to maintain 
high prices through mar- 
ket intervention ** would 
quickly lead to an unsus- 
tainable buildup of stocks, 
he warned. 

That left no alternative: 
“If we remain reliant on 
export subsidies in order 
to access the world mar- 
ket, respecting our WTO 
(World Trade Organisa- 
tion) commitments will 
mean tight controls on 
production." 

Sir Brittan also warned 
that a failure to press 
ahead with agricultural 
reform could undermine 
the EU’s position when a 
new round of negotiations 
on further liberalisation of 
world trade gets under 
way. 

The EU is commited to 
beginning new negotia- 
tions on agriculture by 
1999 and its major part- 
ners are already taking 
significant steps away 


from direct subsidies to 
fanners. 

The U.S. farm act had 
radically altered the nature 
of farm support by making 
income support indepen- 
dent of production choic- 
es. leaving the fanner free 
to plant "the crops con- 
sumers want. Support lev- 
els are virtually non-exis- 
tent in New Zealand, low 
in Australia and declining 
in Canada. 

“We have to be realistic 
about this. The pressure is 
not going to vanish ” Sir 
Brittan said. 

The EU could opt to dig 
in its heels on agriculture: 
but that would inevitably 
compromise its ability to 
win trade concessions in 
other fields where it has 
equal or greater interests. 

It would also leave EU 
farmers increasingly 
unable to compete in a 
growing world market. 
"No sector of the econo- 
my can thrive if it is kept 
cocooned and isolated." 
Sir Brittan said. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Sharp breath 
5 Football great 
10 Church area 

14 King of the Huns 

15 Without help 

16 Stable baby 

17 Synthesizer 

18 Lariat 

19 Possessive 

20 Cause of Trojan 
war, in myth 

23 Wheel holder 

24 Chapeau 

25 Cheered (lor) 

28 Hwys. 

30 Blue 

33 — spumante 

34 Blame 

35 Numerical prefix 

36 Legendary 
pioneer 

40 English festival 

41 Yellow fever 
mosquito 

42 African port 

43 Pronoun 

44 Um 

45 Stop 

47 Patriotic gp. 

48 Mild expletive 

49 Special favorite 

56 French cheese 

57 Mythological 
weeper 

58 Heed 

59 Karenina 

60 Where heroes 
are made 

61 Prod 

62 Emit an odor 

63 Benefits 

64 Clothing 
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DOWN 

1 Vasco da— 

2 Above 

3 Pig cuisine 

4 Itsay ownday, 
e.g. 

5 Ancient king of 
England 

6 Get — ! 

7 Burden 

8 Against 

9 Beach find 

10 Going on 

11 rw*3«it 


12 Ring stone 

13 Some trains 

21 English river 

22 Social dess 

25 Eastern prince 

26 Mio' 

27 Different 

28 Money for 25D 

29 Insider Info 

30 Metric measure 

31 Regions 

32 If I — Care" 
(Inkspots’ song) 

34 Roams 

37 Relating to ships 

38 Decembers’ final 
days 

39 Classifies 

45 "Gunsmoke" star 

46 Actress 
Charlotte 

47 Give a talk 

48 *■ — GilEs" (old 
TV show) 

49 English 


□□□□ □□DQ □□□□ 
□□HUB □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□□□ BQQQ □□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□□BE] □□□□ 
DQDQ □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
DUQQ □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□ QQDQ 
□□□ □□!!□ □□□□□□ 
□UBQHQDEQ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
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composer 

50 Yeam 

51 Vowel run, in 
reverse 

52 People 


53 Spanish river 

54 Safecracker 

55 Ogles 

56 Impede 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY 
JANUARY 19, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 



ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You may feel 
tied down today, however, 
this helps you work out 
some private plan which is 
not ready to be discussed. 
See some friends later 
tonight and make any 
effort to make them feel 
comfortable in your 
home. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) A close friend 
may be disappointing 
today, however, later this 
eve ning other friends cod 
bring much pleasure in 
their company, so make 
the effort to be courteous 
and handle any difficulties 
which could be present. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Contact a promi- 
nent person today who 
can extend a favour to you 
and make your career 1 
activities more successful. | 
Use tact and diplomacy 
for best results and there- j 
by you will gain the 
respect of a bigwig. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
l June 22 to July 21) You 
may feel frustrated today, 
however, you can go out 
and gather the information 
you need to complete any 
tasks which is given. Later 
this evening seek out the 
advice of a knowledge- 
able person with any 
career activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Organising your ideas 
today tnay be difficult! 
however, don't give up 
and soon you will get 
good results from your 
efforts. Later this evening 
you can spend some qual- 
ity time with your loved 
ones and relax for the 
days ahead 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You may 
find it difficult today to 
cootact one who is impor- 
. tant. . however, plater . this 
evening you can see this 
person quiteeasily. This i$ 
a good time for you to go 
out on the town with close 
friends for some fun activ- 
ities. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Wait until 
the afternoon today before 
planning your activities 
for the- days ahead and 
thereby relieve your mind 
of any difficulties. Take 
any health treatments later 
this evening you need to 
be fit both inside and out. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Handle 
the duties today around 
the house which you're 
responsible for and there- 
by make your loved ones 
more appreciative. Make 
sure you drive carefully 
while on the highway and 
stay out of any difficult 
situations. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Avoid any disagreements 
. at home today, so that you 
can maintain a harmo- 
nious atmosphere. Take 
time later this evening to 
enjoy some outside 
amusement which is 
worthwhile to voar physi- 
cal and emotional well- 
being. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Be 
very serious in your stud- 
ies today and get excellent 
results. Get into hobbies 
later this evening you like 
and enjoy them, so’ that 
you can prepare yourself 
for the stress and pres- 
sures of your business 
activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2 1 
to February 19) Come out 
of that slump today and do 
something t 0 improve 
your situation for the bet- 
ter and thereby make your 
career activities more suc- 
c^ssful. Make repairs to 

your property so that vou 

can increase its value. * 
PISCES: (February 20 lo 
March 20) Your wishes 


— ' MIMICS 

today may seem hard to 


j umu io 

obtain, however, later this 
evening you can get them, 
take no risks concernin'* 
your reputation, so tint 
you can gain the recogni- 
tion of those in authority 
who can be quite benefi- 
cial. 
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Jordan’s white cement company 
increases production in 1996 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Arab Company for Manu- 
facturing White Cement 
last year produced 196,603 
tonnes of cement, register- 
ing an increase of 5,000 
tonnes over the 1995 pro- 
duction figure. 

The announcement was 
made Saturday by board 
Chairman Eid Abu Karaki 
who said that only 55, 000 
tonnes were marketed in 
Jordan and the rest was 
exported to Syria and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Abu Karaki said the 
company was pursuing 
efforts to export more 


white cement to new mar- 
kets abroad and is current- 
ly focusing attention on 
the Palestine self-rule 
areas and Yemen. 

Mr. Abu Karaki indicat- 
ed that production of 
white cement has 
increased by 25, 000 

tonnes after the company 
expanded its production 
lines last October. 

He said the company has 
plans for modernisation 
and development of its 
equipment and produc- 
tion lines noting that the 
company’s production 
stopped for two months 


Daily 


5? review of news from i£e Cflra£ic press 


Haj Hassan and Obeidat : 
1996 was not a good year 

** “1996 WAS a disappointing year. It was a shock- 
ing year for us as economists.! do not imagine there 
was any trader who had not suffered a commercial 
loss during that year” said Hisham Haj Hassan, a 
member of the board of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. He also described 1996 as being a bad 
year economically citing the consequences of the 
Gulf War and the faultenng peace process. 

Mr. Haj Hassan stressed that despite the efforts j 
exerted by the government, with the participation of . 
the private sector, to modernise economic regula- 1 
dons, the situation did not improve. “Legislation 1 
alone is not enough without political stability for the 1 
whole region,” he pointed out emphasising strong 1 
correlation between politics and economics. 

According to Mohammad Obeidat. president of 
the Consumer Protection Society, the Jordanian 
economy did not progress at all during 1996. “On 
the contrary, there was a retreat in many economic 
sectors due to weak planning and the absence of any 
secondary strategies for each of the sectors” Dr. 
Obeidat indicated. He said that these sectors were 


unlikely to develop if dealing with economic issues 
continue to be with a traditional vision and mental- 

%r. Obeidai called for holding a national econom- 
ic forum with the participation of qualified econom- 
ic specialists and experts to formulate a factual and 
scientific strategy to activate the Jordanian econo- 
my. He indicated that such -a forum will help 
improve the Kingdom’s economy and identify the 
sectors that require development more than others in 
addition to specifying the structural imbalances in 
various areas. 

The head of the society affirmed thar most of the 
people have not felt any progress in Jordan’s eco- 
nomic performance in 1996. He said that adminis- 
trative facilities and incentives among many other 
factors to attract investments were still lacking in 
the Kingdom. He added that the new economic laws 
were good but still lacking clarity. 

He concluded by noting that there are many 
opportunities still not utilised in Jordan and that it is 
necessary to design an adequate marketing strategy 
to market Jordan touristically and also market me 
available investment opportunities (A1 Dustour). 



“I’m interactive, too, you know!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square; to form 
four ordinary worrit. 





DIPTE 


HHIMIMi Gevcu. I 

RIPEV i 


PHORGE 


NIMPED 


Print answer hero : HIS [XU LJs A 

(Answers Monday) 

VtoantevL. I Jumbles: THINK PIECE CIPHER .ACTING 

I Answer How We lee house staff got their work done - 
BY CHIPPING IN 


WHAT THE NEIGH- 
&CX2 CONSIPEREP 
THE PARKING POG. 

> ■■ 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


last year because of the 
installation of equipment 
to boost production. But, 
be said, the expansion 
was necessary in view of 
the expected increase in 
demand on white cement 
in the local markets on the 
one hand and the hike in 
the white cement prices 
worldwide on the other. 

Mr. Abu Karaki 
explained that the high 
quality and the competi- 
tive price makes it easy to 
market the Jordanian 
white cement abroad. He 
pointed out that the com- 
pany was now seeking to 
win the ISO -900 guaran- 
tee certificate. 

Referring to the internal 
management, Mr. Abu 
Karaki said the company 
is currently studying 


options for providing its 
230 workers with life and 
occupational injuries 
insurance. The workers 
are provided with safety 
precaution equipment and 
covered by the public 
health insurance service 
and, in addition, they 
receive 13th and 14th 
month salaries each year 
as well as other financial 
incentives and awards - 

The company, added Mr. 
Abu Karaki, has created a 
provident fund for the 
workers, with their sav- 
ings earning a 2S per cent 
interest each year. 

The company which has 
a JD 10 million paid up 
capital is owned equally 
by the Syrian and the Jor- 
danian governments. 


India eyes Gulf 
for LNG supplies 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
India is considering buy- 
ing millions of tonnes of 
LNG from the Gulf after 
Oman dropped an ambi- 
tious project to build a 
pipeline to supply it with 
natural gas, an Indian 
official has said. The 
Indian government has 
set up a committee to 
study the South Asian 
country’s needs in lique- 
fied natural gas (LNG) 
and negotiations for long- 
term sujmly contracts 
with Gulf Arabs could 
start after one year, said 
P.K. Jain, director of 
LNG projects at the state- 
controlled Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation. 

“After the cancellation 
of projects to import nat- 
ural gas, we found that 
the purchase of LNG 
from the Gulf is a rational 
and economically feasi- 
ble alternative,” he told 
AFP at an international 
gas conference in Abu 
Dhabi. 

“I expect negotiations 
for supply deals to begin 
within one and a half 
years. I believe we will 
import LNG from Qatar 
and Oman,” he said. 

Qatar has launched the 
world's biggest LNG 
venture to tap its Mam- 
moth North Field, the 
biggest single gas reser- 
voir in the world with 
estimated reserves of 7.1 
trillion cubic metres 
(236.6 trillion cubic feet). 

Three projects there, all 
with foreign sharehold- 
ing, will eventually pro- 
duce around 21 million 
tonnes of LNG per year. 
Most of the output will be 
exported to Japan and 


other Asian consumers 
under long-term supply 
contracts. 

Oman has also 
embarked on setting up 
its first LNG industry at a 
cost of nearly $6 billion. 
A plant in die southern 
port of Sur will produce 
around 6.6 million tonnes 
when it is commissioned 
in 1999. 

During a visit by Indian 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma to Muscat, 

Omani officials 

announced they had 
decided to shelve the 
pipeline project, which 
could have cost up to $10 
billioh. 

They said Oman had 
spent nearly $70 million 
on its feasibility studies 
but was not found viable 
because it does not have 
enough gas. 

Oman’s, gas reserves are 
officially put at around 
750 billion cubic metres 
(25 trillion cubic feet) 
and a large part of the 
output will be supplied to 
the LNG plant, which has 
already secured supply 
deals with Asian clients. 

“The cost of buying 
LNG and transporting it 
by tankers from the Gulf 
could be more than that 
of natural gas. But it is 
economically more 
viable in India and more 
secure than the 
pipelines ” Mr. Jain said. 

He said India had con- 
sidered purchasing natur- 
al gas from Iran through a 
pipeline that could travel 
through Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. But it later 
dropped the idea because 
Pakistan refused to give 
passage. 


Gulf Air to sell six aircraft 
in bid to avoid bankruptcy 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Gulf Air has announced 
that it will sell six Boe- 
ing 767 aircraft and 
stop flights to New 
York, Geneva and South 
Africa in a bid to pre- 
vent the carrier from 
going bankrupt. 

The B ahrain -based 
airline will sell the air- 
craft from February to 
July 1997 as others it 
had leased out last year 
return to service, com- 
pany officials told 
Bahrain's official Gulf 
News Agency (GNA). 

But the airline — 
owned by Bahrain, Abu 
Dhabi, Qatar and Oman 
— will still have to stop 
flights to New York, 
Geneva and Durban via 
Johannesburg, officials 
said. 

The restructuring will 
also lead to cuts in staff, 
they added. 

“The measures taken 
are part of Gulf Air’s 


strategic plan to return 
to profitability,” Gulf 
Air president and chief 
executive Ahmad Ben 
Saif A1 Nahyan told 
GNA. 

“The rationalisation 
programme which com- 
menced last year has 
begun to show very pos- 
itive results and we are 
optimistic that Gulf Air 
can rise to the challenge 
and make it back to the 
road of success," he 
said. 

Gulf Air will now 
to consolidate strategic 
routes, he said. 

"Flights to London 
Heathrow are to be 
operated by the Airbus 
A440 aircraft to provide 
this strategic sector 
with additional seating 
capacity.” 

Qatar" said last month 
that a proposed increase 
in the capital of Gulf 
Air would not end its 
cash crisis and called 


instead for the sale of 
part of the fleet and a 
halt to losing flights. 

The sales will cut Gulf 
Air’s fleet to 30 air- 
planes — including 
eleven B767, 14 Airbus 
A-320 and A-340 
and reduce Gulf Air’s 
total worldwide desti- 
nations to 50, officials 
said. 

The announcement 
followed a board meet- 
ing last week in Doha 
when Gulf Air officials 
said the company decid- 
ed to seek an “optional” 
loan from the owners 
while carrying out stud- 
ies on further capital 
requirements. 

It did not elaborate but 
Qatar and Oman reject- 
ed a proposal for the 
owners to increase the 
capital by around $256 
million and said the 
carrier must find “alter- 
native sources" to raise 
funds and cut “its 


wasteful expenditure.” 

Its current capital 
stands at $657 million. 

Bahrain and Abu 
Dhabi had also offered 
to buy out the stake of 
Qatar and Oman and 
pump in extra capital to 
rescue the airline, but 
sources said Qatar and 
Oman viewed the move 
as a virtual “takeover 
bid.” 

The losses were 
caused mainly by grow- 
ing competition from 
other airlines including 
those launched recently 
by Oman and Qatar. 

According to Gulf Air 
chief executive Ahmad 
Ben Saif Al Nahayan of 
Abu Dhabi, Gulf Air 
has managed to elimi- 
nate around 60 per cent 
of the company’s bud- 
get deficit of $150 mil- 
lion in 1996. 
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ARAB BANK 
MID. EAST XHV.BX. 
INDUSTRIAL DBV.BX. 
THE HOUSING ST.. 
JOR. KUWAIT BASK 
JOR.CUU BANK 
ARAB JOR.INV.BX. 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 196.50 ZCHG: -O.Ol 


JOR.XLBCTRIC PWR. 

11.4 

7.32 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.7 

1.99 

ARAB ZBZL. HOTELS 

17.4 

2.92 

SHIPPING LINES 

10-5 

6-00 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

REAL ESTATE XNV. 

20.0 

4.14 

JOBDAN IHTL-TRAD. 

31 . a 

0.00 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

65. S 

0.00 

ARAB XVXL.XSV.EDUC. 

14.0 

5.63 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

UNIFIED OO. 

11.4 

4.63 


S E R VI CE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 111.73 ZCBS: +0.26 


3.730 

3. 060 

JOR. CtHERT FACT. 

10.400 

8.720 

JOB. PETROL. SEFINASY 

3.650 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COHM.AGR. 

4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. MANF. 

2.330 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES MABFCT- 

7.350 

4.250 

DAK ALDAHA DV.INV. 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK b POULTRY 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CDHV.TRD. 

1.020 

.540 — 

"tovncwAL liras - 

1.580-. 

> . .930 -.1 

1 INTERHED . PETHO. CHEH. 

1.720 

1.080 

ARAB PHAHM.CHEM. 

3.190 

1.440 

UNIV. MDDK.INDS. 

1.930 

1.140 

JOR. USDS. RESOURCES 

1.390 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

2.460 

1.750 

KL -ZAY READY WEAR 

1.380 

1.080 

HITL. TOBACCO 

1.580 

.930 

UNION CH. b VEG. 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114 . B0 *CHG: -HJ.23 


OKAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 153.36 ZCHG: +0.10 


MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 18/01/1997 


.800 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.1 

0.00 

10 

6300 

3319 

.52 

.53 

.01+ 

.890 

.700 

UNION IHV. 507 

68 . 9 

0.00 

5 

11500 

2530 

.72 

.72 


.960 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

4 

2550 

1173 

.46 

.46 


.640 

.310 

JOR. ZEDS .NATCH-JEHUO 

o 

0.00 

25 

42500 

13468 

.33 

. 11 

.02- 

1.730 

1.300 

HAIL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

2 

2250 

3130 

1.40 

1.40 


.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

g 

0.00 

16 

23750 

11545 

.50 

.48 

.02- 

.900 

.520 

HAIL. TEXTILE 

g 

0.00 

22 

14623 

7766 

.55 

.54 

.01- 

.940 

.400 

NAIL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

26 

18500 

9435 

.51 

.51 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

S 

0.00 

9 

5700 

4332 

.76 

.76 

_ 

.770 

.570 

SAZZ PHARH. 65> 

E 

0.00 

1 

3000 

780 

.61 

.61 



.770 

.390 

INDS. XHS. 

26.5 

0.00 

40 

89400 

38438 

.42 

.43 

, 01 + 

.820 

.590 

HAIL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

6 

13300 

9165 

.67 

.70 . 

•'.03+ 

1.020 

.800 

ARAB XHT. FOOD FACT. 

69.5 

0.00 

9 

25900 

25635 

.99 



.950 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.6 

0.00 

49 

83350 

54568 

.66 


.01- 

ID TOTAL 





226 

342698 

185326 





> i Llfrt during tha put: 12 
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*** Jordan Marketplace 




World gems, hand mai 
A truly unique shop. 


STUDIO HASS 


le in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 

Outstanding designs. 


FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in | 
Shmetsam, .second floor; ! 
220 sq.m.' 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abd|oun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 ) 


Advertisement 


In 


Pr ofrra i onAl QuHty] m 
1 Hour Service 

Develop yoar>ooloBr film at 
our shop and fee- 

• jvmmo pkmtm 

aim hf fr 

• Free mmimrj L- 


.j.kamm; SI-KV1CES 
Hi i’.li": OFFICFS 
i'lBUCi 'LACES 

-MMNTF NANCE SERVICES 

eC .A m>T : ‘."S v 
PLiJMUJNG 

-FOR KENT; 

I'LL! 'XL VILLAS AND 
RATS, t FURNISH tDi 




mmm 



Call tel 



Bank. Phone: OMO 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


osown moth. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL ||| 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & wjB 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM • jBjf 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS Y ' 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
.APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


R ed£ci44SlCL+tt 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
u Sushi 





jig FOR 
I RENT 

l Jd'j'xe Vitiris 
A ;npA.u tTi on i. s . 

| in - 1 roman 


For details please oall 

Tel . §£423? 

Fax. 864231 


TO HDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CRLL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE: 

Vk ffat ttaliao Jastc j 
(J oar/net PUZfi . 3 

We use dp uiy bes iftre&vtt '{ 

• \ 

TntheOmv \ 
-CST STUFFED PIZZA *, 1 
Bi/mm (CHcagoSyk) 

> PAN PIZZA ^ 

? (Tlbn-w Ttack Crist) ‘‘JJPi 
X* ITAUAN SANDWICHES ^ 

•jT Y-'j. \ 

*4 MnSiuw . \ 

} 

TbeMeerTtnaee Bp The lisle Emeu , 

: 

Tel. 688 471 ExL 32 : 


, !■< , 
Hit 11,11 « 

< .iiil* 1 * 


A 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, January 19, 1997 


Bulls win as Rodman fined 
$25,000; Spurs end losing streak 


Maldini makes few changes in 1st Italy side 


CHICAGO CR) — Michael 
Jordan and Toni Kukoc 
scored 24 points apiece as 
the Chicago Bulls didn't 
miss a beat without sus- 
pended forward Dennis 
Rodman on Friday, thump- 
ing the Milwaukee Bucks 
100-73. 

Scortie Pippen added 20 
points for the Bulls, who 
have won nine straight 
games and improved to an 
NBA-best of 34-4. 

“We took too many out- 
side sho.s and they were 
j'ust too tough on us defen- 
sively," said Vm Baker, 
who led the Bucks with 36 
points. "They were not 
going to be embarrassed 
without Rodman in the 
game.” 

Rodman was suspended 
until at least the all-star 
break and fined 525,000 for 
kicking a cameraman in the 
Bulls’ 112-102 victory at 
Minnesota on Wednesday. 

"We played without 
Dennis before. You just 
have to go and suck it up, 
make the best of the situa- 
tion." said Jordan about 
Rodman’s absence. 

“Some of our young play- 
ers are really going to have 
a chance to contribute now, 
getting some important 
minutes in crucial situa- 
tions. It's just going to 
make us a better team.” 

At Washington, Alonzo 
Mourning scored 34 points 
as die Miami Heat defeated 
the Washington Bullets for 
the second time in five days 
with a 103-92 victory in 
Baltimore that gave Miami 
the sole lead from New 
York in the Atlantic 
Division. 

Voshon Lenard added 21 
points for the Heat (28-10), 
who improved to a league- 
best 1 9-5 on the road. 

Juwan Howard had a sea- 
son-high 33 points for 
Washington, which has 
dropped three straight 
games. Chris Webber, who 
averages a team-leading 
20.5 points, scored just four 
points. 

In Vancouver. Karl 
Malone scored 10 of his 30 
points in the third quarter as 
the Utah Jazz rolled to their 
biggest win of the season, a 
106-68 demolition of the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. 

Stephen Howard added 
1 5 points for the Jazz, who 
stopped an eight-game road 
losing streak. Bryant 
Reeves scored 17 points for 
the Grizzlies. 

In Portland. Damon 
Stoudamirc scored 24 
points, including his team's 
last seven, leading the 
Toronto Raptors to their 
first-ever win over the 
Portland Trail Blazers, 94- 
92. 

The Raptors led by as 
many us 1 1 points with 7:57 
left in the fourth quarter 
after a Stoudamirc layup. 
The Trailblazers used a 13- 
4 run IO get within a basket, 
87-85, with 4:37 left. A 
three-pointer bomb and a 
pair of running junipers by 
Stoudamirc held off the 
Blazers. 

"We waited too long to 
play the game and they 
came here to play,” said 
Portland’s Kenny 

Anderson. Isiah Rider 
scored 23 points to lead 
Portland, who had won 
seven of eight games. 

In Dallas, Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored 26 points, 
grabbed 12 rebounds, 
blocked seven shots and 
added four assists to lead 
the Houston Rockets to on 
8S-7S win over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

Sam Mack added a sea- 
son- high 13 points for the 
Rockets. Olajuwon and 
Mack combined to score 10 
points during a 12-2 fourth- 
quarter run that broke the 
game open. 



Shawn Kemp of the Seattle Supersonics 

NBA STANDINGS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Atlantic Division 



W 

L Pet Gb 

Miami 

28 

10 .737 


New York 

27 

10 .730 

1/2 

Washington 

19 

18 .514 

8 1/2 

Orlando 

15 

19 .441 

11 

New Jersey 

10 

25 .286 

16 1/2 

Boston 

9 

26 .257 

17 1/2 

Philadelphia 

8 

29 2 16 

19 1/2 



Central Division 


W 

L Pet Gb 

Chicago 

34 

4 .S95 

- 

Detroit 

27 

9 .750 

6 

Atlanta 

24 

11 .686 

8 1/2 

Cleveland 

21 

16 .568 

12 1/2 

Charlotte 

21 

16 .568 

12 1/2 

Milwaukee 

18 

18 .500 

15 

Indiana 

17 

19 .472 

16 

Toronto 

13 

24 .351 

20 in 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Houston 

Utah 

Minnesota 
Dallas 
San Antonio 
Denver 
Vancouver 


LA Lakers 

Seattle 

Portland 

Golden State 

Sacramento 

LA Clippers 

Phoenix 


Midwest Division 
W L Per Gb 
30 9 .769 - 
26 12 .684 3 1/2 
16 21 .432 13 
12 23 .343 16 
10 26 .278 IS 1/2 
10. 28 .263 191/2 
7 32 .179 23 


Pacific Division 


W 

28 

28 

21 

15 

16 
14 
13 


L 

11 

II 

17 

22 

24 
22 

25 


Pet Gb 
.718 - 
.718 
.553 
.405 
.40 0 
.389 
.342 


6 1/2 

12 

12 1/2 
12 1/2 
14 1/2 


“Dream (Olajuwon) was 
amazing at both ends of the 
court." said Rockets coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich. whose 
team played without 
Charles Barkley, out with a 


Sprained ankle, 

Jamal Mashbum had 17 
points, six rebounds, five 
steals and four assists for 
the Mavs. 

In Philadelphia, Kendall 


Gill' scored 29 points, 
’including a dunk with" 46 
seconds remaining in over- 
time that lifted the New 
Jersey Nets to a 105-103 
win over the Philadelphia 
76ers. 

Gill made a 24-footer as 
the nets tied the score, 103- 
103, with 1:08 left in over- 
time. Gill then stole the ball 
from former Net Rex 
Walters at the top of the key 
and drove for die winning 
points as New Jersey ended 
a four-game losing streak. 

In San Antonio, Sean 
Elliott scored 19 points and 
Carl Herrera added 14 as 
the San Antonio Spurs 
ended a six-game losing 
streak with a 96-76 rout of 
the Sacramento Kings. 

Corliss Williamson 
scored 16 points for the 
Kings. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
scored 22 of his 27 points in 
the second half as the 
Seattle Supersonics 

remained perfect in the new 
year, knocking off the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 96-84 
for their seventh straight 
victory. 

Gary Payton added 23 
points for the winners. 

Chris Mills scored 21 
points to pace the Cavs’ 
attack. 

At Indiana. Latrell 
Sprewell and Joe Smith 
scored 26 points apiece to 
lead the Golden State 
Warriors to a 98-91 road 
win over the Indiana 
Pacers. 

Golden State hit 28-of-30 
free throws, with Smith, 
who pulled down 1 1 
rebounds, a perfect 10-for- 
10 and sprewell going 9- 
for-10. Indiana was woeful 
from the line, hitting just 
1 6-of-32 shots. 


ROME (1?) — Cesare Maldini took no risks when he 
named his first squad as Italy’s national coach on Saturday 
— he called up the main players in predecessor Anigo 
Sacchi’s side. 

Former under-21 coach Maldini, appointed to the senior 
position last month when the unpopular Sacchi resigned to 
take the helm at AC Milan, called up 20 players for the 
friendly against northern Ireland in Palermo next 
Wednesday. 

Maldini, whose junior side won the last three European 
championships, called up two stalwarts of his last under- 2 1 
team - — Internationale midfielder Salvatore Fresi and 
Parma defender Fabio Cannavaro. Both are uncapped at 
senior level. 

The only other changes were the return of Parma right 


back Antonio Benacrivo, who replaces Juventus’s Moreno 
Torricelli, and Milan midfielder Stefano Erarno, who rills 
the gap left by veteran Roberto Donadoni 
Maldini, who plays a more defensive brand of football 
than Sacchi. has promised significant tactical changes but 
had said he would not take any risks for the Palermo march 
and would stick with most of Sacchi’s players. 

Maldini, whose son Paolo will remain as captain, was 
expected to make more changes for Italy’s key World Cup 
qualifier against England in London on February 12, for 
which he will have more time to prepare. 

In Palermo. Chelsea striker Gianfranco Zola is likely to 
start up front alongside Lazio's Pierluigi Casiraghi. with 
Middlesbrough’s Fabrizio RavaneUi and Juve’s Alessandro 
Del Piero coming on later in the match. 


Compagnoni 
wins again 


ZWIESEL, Germany (R) 
— Italian world and 
Olympic champion 

Deborah Compagnoni 
clinched her second giant 
sliriom victory in consecu- 
tive days in the women’s 
Ajpine Skiing World Cup 
on Saturday. 

After showing compo- 
sure on a bumpy piste to 
win her first race of the 
season in the discipline on 
Friday, the 26-year-old 
Italian tamed an icy 
German piste again to hold 
off Austrian rival Anita 
Wachter for the second day 
running. 

Compagnoni clinched 
her third world cup victory 
of the season with an 
aggregate time of two min- 
utes 8.37 seconds for the 
two runs, 0.90 seconds 
ahead of Wachter, who had 
held a slim lead after the 
first run. 

Germany’s Katja 

Seizinger, the overall 
World Cup champion who 
fell in Friday V race, 
bounced back to take third 
with 2:09.87. 

The race proved to be 
another triumph for overall 
world cup leader Pernilla 
Wiberg, who took fourth, 
just one hundreth of a sec- 
ond behind Seizinger, her 
main world cup rival. 

Wiberg, who had strug- 
gled with her giant slalom 
form before coming to the 
German races, still has a 
solid lead of 264 points 
over Seizinger in the over- 
all rankings. 


League’s small town team 
of Green Bay touches fans 


GREEN BAY, Wisconsin (R) — The 
small town team in football is back on 
top and headed for the Super Bowl and 
an audience of some 800 million televi- 
sion viewers and 42 million radio listen- 
ers. 

The Grleen. Bay Packers, representing a 
community of less than 200,000 on a 
Lake Michigan Bay, return td the NFL’s 
championship game for the first time in 
29 years when they take on the New 
England^ Patriots next Sunday in New 
Orleans.' 

“Part of the charm, part of the appeal of 
this franchise is the size of the communi- 
ty and the well-documented loyalty and 
support from their fans,’’ says Lee 
Remmell, the team’s director of public 
relations, who covered the Packers as a 
sports writer for nearly 30 years before 
joining the team. 

The team has sold out all seats at no- 
frills, 60,790-seat Lam beau Field on a 
season-ticket basis since 1960 despite 
having only five seasons with a winning 
record in the 25 years prior to the arrival 
of current, coach Mike Holmgren in 
1992 

“That is an incredible show of loyalty, 

I think, and support.” said Remmell of 
the fens, many of whom wear “cheese- 
head” hats to celebrate the area’s dairy 
industry. 

The team is unique in major U.S. 
Sport, as it is owned by the community. 
The bond between die team and the town 
is indeed special, and can be seen on the 
field where the recent craze has packer 
players leaping into the seats behind the 
end zone after scoring touchdowns to be 
hugged by adoring fans. 

Longtime- fan Angela Leatherman, 28. . 
of Green -Bay did -not get to attend a 
game in person until obtaining a coveted 
ticket to Lambeau field last season. 

"A friend got a ticket for me when we 
played the Bears and we won the game,’’ 
Leatherman said. “Then as a special 
treat, she was able to get me onto the 
field after the game. She told me to just 
walk across the field and enjoy the expe- 


rience. 

“But when I got to the 50-yard line, 
something just came over me and I 
dropped down, did a push-up and kissed 
our big Packers ‘G’ in the middle of the 
field. A police officer came up to me, but 
my friend had some influence and kept 
me from being arrested. 

"My friend has refused to get me a 
ticket since, but it’s okay, because I was 
actually there, first in the stadium and 
then even on the field, and I kissed our 
’G\ I think I’ll die happy because of 
that."' 

Affection for the team spreads beyond 
the borders of Wisconsin. 

Despite their long absence from the 
Super Bowl, the pack has maintained a 
popularity spawned by great champi- 
onship teams under legendary coach 
Vince Lombardi in the 1960s. 

Green Bay can even lay claim to cap- 
turing the tide of “America’s team” from 
the Dallas Cowboys, as Packers’ para- 
phernalia recendy surpassed the 
Cowboys’ in sales. 

But it is in Green Bay where the NFL 
has what has been described as “a pro 
city with a college atmosphere." 

“The players are so largely responsible 
for the affection the fans have for this 
team,” said Duane Swift of the Green 
Bay visitors and convention bureau. "For 
instance, when you meet a movie star, 
and they take the time to shake your 
band, you’re more likely to have a 
favourable impression of that person. 
And these players by virtue of the feet 
it's such a small town, have touched 
everybody here. ■ 

“First of all, they actually have more of 
an opportunity to ‘touch everybody’ just 
by going to the store, or to the cleaners, 
to a movie or a mall, or to a gas station. 
Not just by jumping into the stands on a 
Sunday afternoon.” 


Australia give Venables a winning start 

MELBOURNE (R) — - Australia began a new era under former England coach Terry Venables with a lacklustre 1-0 win 
against New Zealand in a four-nation tournament on Saturday. 

Venables endured a frustrating night as he watched Australia twice hit the woodwork in a largely disjointed display 
in bis first match in charge. Y 3 

Fullback Matthew Bingley scored the only goal when he beat the off-side trap before rounding New Zealand goal- 
keeper Jason Batty to slide the ball into an empty net after 25 minutes. ° 

“I always knew we had a Jot of work to do if we are going to change things. It was like a derby match and I thought 
we played reasonably. A win is a win,” Venables told reporters later. 

“We did some good things but there was a lot we could do better," added the fotmer Barcelona and Tottenham Hotspur 
coach, who signed an 18-month contract K> guide Australia through their 1998 world cup campaign 

m^ rou“git^^°^. f 0ther ^ ** Werc 4150 ““ “ peeper Zeljko Kalac. who 

Co°v»y ^L“i“ S,er ^ " Engkni ^ ^ New Zealand strike* 

After a bright start, Australia, a side composed entirely of locally-based plavere, faded badlv 
prompting Venables to jump from the bench to shout at his players. ' J 

“We needed to be more ruthless with those early chances but after that the opposition 
said. 

New Zealand are Australia’s only real challengers in the Oceania aualifvin* a™.,., tv 1 

play-off against the fourth best Asian country for a berth in the finalsbi FnLcf year. * St0 “ P Wl " fa “ a 

“It was nice to be back in a dugout,” Venables said. “But this one was a bit small r m 

Instead of a capacity crowd that watches his last match at Wembley Venables’ !ide n , 
at Lakeside Stadium, the modest home ground of south Melbourne in the national “ P yed ‘ n from of 10 ’ 496 fans 

At one corner of the ground, several youngsters kicked a football around on a grass talk that 
Crete retraces. a e™ dai « that divided two small, con- 


in the second half, 
came back into it.” Venables 


are 


con- 


“All I’m concerned about is what happens on the pitch. The bigger the atmn,nh„„ 
an wet a pond atmnsnherf* in cmnit ui . , atmosphere 


can get a good atmosphere in small grounds,” Venables said 
In the first march in the tournament. South Korea proved too quick and skilful 

1-0 with a goal from striker Kim Do Hoon in the 56th H 


the better it is, for sure. But you 


minute. 


for a below-strength Norway, winning 


CINEMA 


V PHILADELPHIA “1” A PHILADELPHIA “2 


TEL: 6 34 144 CINEMA 


TEL634144 


• A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone ..... in 


DAYLIGHT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

JL A. 


Richard Gere, Sean Connery 
& Julia Ormond....in 


CINEMA 


FIRST KNIGHT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.-30 


TEL699238 

PLHZB 


* RANSOM 

starring Mel Gibson 


J CINEMA ~ 111:677420 

CONCORD 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


-A 


CONCORD “1” 

BAD BOYS 

6:30, 8:30.1 Q:3n 
CONCORD “2” 


Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


Nabit & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Ramadan specials 

fey Nabil & Hisham 

starting Jan. 22 
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 

■ reservations please call 

640155, 625155 
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Unknown Belgian stuns Sanchez Vicario at 
Australian Open; Sampras, Ivanisevic advance 


Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 

Women cook up 
feast at Open 

MELBOURNE (R) — All the ingredients for a mouth- 
watering second week of women’s tennis are there on the 
final week's menu of the Australian Open. 

The shock departure of second seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain has turned up the heat for a cordon bleu 
final — 21 times Grand Slam winner Steffi Graf against 
teen prodigy Martina Hingis. 

The pressure is on Graf, who is unbeaten in her past six 
Grand Slam tournaments but whose form has been way 
short of that which carried her to a five-set victory over 
Hingis in the year- ending WTA championship. 

The German says she is fully focused on reaching her 
first Melbourne final in three years after missing the past 
two opens through injury. 

However, her father Peter’s trial on tax evasion charges is 
expected to reach a verdict on January 24, just a few hours 
before the final. 

Graf has also confirmed the professional women’s tennis 
circuit is investigating claims she took appearance money 
against the tour's rules. She risks a three-month ban if the 
allegations are proved. 

While Graf had to swallow questions about her father's 
trial and the appearance money allegations, it was a week 
of caviar and champagne for the Hingis family. 

The 16-year-old, who is coached by her mother Melanie, 
has not dropped a set while playing what she described as 
“almost perfect tennis." 

After crushing Austria's Barbara Schett in just 50 min- 
utes in the third round, she said: “It was almost a practice, 
shorter than a practice. 

It’s getting bener and better, and hopefully I'll never 
have a big match until the semis or whatever." 

Czechoslovak-born Hingis was in the headlines in the 
first week for a five-year deal with an Italian sportswear 
label worth up to $12 million if she reaches world number 
one'. 

Graf, who will take her career earnings over $20 niilfion*' 
is she wins here, is playing her first tournament since beat- 
ing Hingis in that epic finale to last year’s tour. 

The German had barely wanned up when her first round 
opponent retired with an injury, and had rusty starts in her 
next two matches before eventually finding rhythm. 

Graf will next play 12th seeded South African Amanda 
Coetzer, a semi finalist here last year who has enjoyed a 
drama-free run, failing to drop a set in the tournament. 

For 10th seed Brenda Schultz McCarthy, the tournament 
turned sour when she crashed out in the second round, 
becoming the only seed in the top half of the draw to miss 
the second week. 

Graf is likely to face American seventh seed Lindsay 
Davenport in the quarter-finals and Spanish third seed 
Conchita Martinez in the semifinals. 

Sanchez Vicario, attempting to win her first Australian 
Open final, crashed out on Saturday to unheralded Belgian 
Dominique Van Roost in the third round to give Hingis a 
seemingly clear run to the final from the bottom half of the 
draw. 

Her toughest match will probably come in the semifinal, 
possibly against 15th seeded American Chanda Rubin. 

One unseeded player could still cook up a surprise. 
Former champion Mary Pierce is on her best form for two 
years and is definitely the crowd's favourite in the 
women’s draw. 

Melbourne tennis fans are hungry for a new heroine to 
replace Graf and the absent Monaco Seles. Pierce would be 
the icing on the cake but Hingis, a brash teenager who 
enjoys chicken fajitas, would be just as tasty. 


MELBOURNE (AP) — 
She was about to beat the 
No. 3-ranked woman ten- 
nis player, her arm hurt, 
and she was too nervous 
to even remember the 
score. 

One arm massage and 
five points later, 
Dominique Van Roost still 
couldn’t calm down, but 
this time it was because 
she had beaten Aranxta 
Sanchez Vicario 1-6, 6-4, 
8-6 and advanced to the 
women’s last 16 of the 
Australian Open. 

The 23-year-old Belgian 
had trailed 2-5 in the final 
set Saturday, but pounded 
a series of winners and 
served once for the march 
at 6-5. She lost that game, 
but forged ahead again by 
breaking Sanchez Vicario 
for the fourth time of the 
set. 

This time, she called for 
the trainer, who massaged 
and stretched the arm and 
asked Van Roost the 
score. 

‘1 totally didn’t know. ... 
I was s6 nervous,” she 
admitted later. 

This was the first time 
Sanchez Vicario had 
failed to make at least the 
fourth round of a Grand 
Slam tournament since 
her second-round depar- 
ture at Wimbledon in 
1992. In the meantime, 
she has won the French 
and U.S. Owns and been 
a losing finalist seven 
times. 

The 23-year-old Van 
Roost, on the other hand, 
has won just two small 
tournaments — last year 
in Wales and last week in 
Hobart, Australia. Her 
best previous Grand Slam 
performance was reaching 
the fourth round of the 


Australian Open in 1992, 
shortly after she turned 
pro. 

“No, no, no.” Van Roost 
said when asked if she 
was well-known back in 
Belgium. 

Van Roost hit 23 of her 
46 winners in the final set, 
while Sanchez Vicario 
had only nine the whole 
match. The Spanish player 
wasn’t saved by her edge 
in unforced errors: 31 to 
68 . 

Sanchez Vicario was 
one of two Spanish seeds 
eliminated ~ Saturday. 
Men’s No. 16 Alberto 
Berasategui retired with 
leg cramps while traijin® 
Slovakia’s Dominik 
Hibaty 6-3, 7-6 (7-3)?6-7 
(4-7), 2-0. 

Hibaty now faces 'top- 
seeded Pete Sampras, Abo 
trounced Mark 

Woodforde 6-1, 6-0, 6-1 
in just 79 minutes despite 
roars of support for the 
Australian from the centre 
court crowd of 15,000. 

Woodforde, who never 
has beaten Sampras in 
nine tries but has given 
him trouble in the past 
with his variety of spins, 
reached the semifinals 
here last year. 

On the way, he beat fel- 
low Australian Mark 
Philippoussis, the man 
who eliminated Sampras. 

This time, Sampras 
served sharply and passed 
with precision, never let- 
ting Woodforde play his 
game. He ended with a 
spectacular leaping slam 
dunk overhead, and 
remarked later “I guess a 
white man can jump.” 

“You wish you had days 
like this all the time,” said 
Sampras, who allowed 
Woodforde just 17 points 


Surin wins sprint 
in Montreal indoor 



MONTREAL (R) — Brany 
Surin blew past early leader 
Donovan Powell of Jamaica 
and won by a stride over 
Olympic relay teammate 
Robert Esmie in the 60 
metres at the Montreal 
Athletics Grand Prix on 
Friday. 

Surin, the two-time world 
indoor champion, won in a 
modesr time of 6.60 sec- 
onds. 

.American Vince 

Henderson was third in 
6.6S. 

“For me, this is a chance 
to race in Canada,” said 
Surin. 

“Especially here in 
Montreal where I live, it 
was important to win.” 

Surin has a greater goal in 
mind, a third straight world 
indoor 60 metres title in 
Paris in March, with 
$50,000 on the line for the 
winner. 

‘That’s my goal for the 
indoor season,” said Surin, 
who teamed with Esmie, 
Olympic sprint champion 
Donovan Bailey and 
Glenroy Gilbert to win gold 


in the sprint relay last sum- 
mer at the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

Esmie said he was not dis- 
appointed with his time 
since he is nursing a 
strained left hamstring. ‘Til 
be ready for the world 
indoors,” he said. “I'll be 
the only one capable of 
stopping Bruny from win- 
ning three in a row.” 

In other events. D’ Andre 
Hill of the United States 
won the women’s 60 metres 
in 7.43 seconds. 

Kwaku Boateng, a Ghana 
native living in Montreal, 
won the high jump at 2.27 
metres. 

Boateng was among six 
Ghanaians who left the ath- 
letes village at the 1994 
Commonwealth Games in 
Victoria, took a bus to 
Montreal and applied for 
refugee status. 

They have remained in 
Montreal ever since and 
expect to receive landed 
immigrant status next week. 
Boateng hopes to represent 
Canada at the world indoor 
championships. 


Jim Courier of the U.S. serves to compatriot Jeff 
Tarango during their third round match at the 
Australian Open. Conner defeated Tarango hi straight 
sets 6-1 7-6 6-3 (Renters photo) 


in the 13 games between 
the Australian’s two suc- 
cesses in holding serve — 
once in the first set and 
once in the third. 

“It was fun. Hopefully I 
can maintain this level,” 
he added. 

Woodforde said: “He 
didn’t let me play any- 
thing at all. Any time I 
tried something, he was 
there and hit it by me.” 

No. 3 Goran Ivanisevic 
also advanced, beating 
American Chris Woodruff 
6-3, 6-7 (5-7), 6-3, 6-1. 
He next meets Norwegian 
Christian Ruud, a 7-6 (8- 
6), 6-7 (3-7), 6-2, 7-6 (7- 
5) winner over South 
African Neville Godwin. 

No. 5 Thomas Muster 
survived four set points in 
the second set and won 6- 
4, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3 against 
German qualifier Jens 
Knippschild, setting up a 
meeting with No. 11 Jim 
Courier, who beat fellow 
American Jeff Tarango 6- 
1, 7-6 (7-3), 6-3. 

No. 8 Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa advanced to 
a meeting with No. 10 
Albert Costa of Spain. 
Ferreira beat Italy’s Renzo 
Furlan 6-4, 6-4, 6-7 (3-7), 
6-1. Costa defeated 
Australian Scott Draper 6- 
4. 6-2, 7-5. 

In women's matches. 
No. 4 Martina Hingis, a 
16-year-old who has rock- 
eted up the rankings, 
cruised past Austrian 
Barbara Schett 6-2, 6-1. 
She next meets Romania's 
Ruxandra Dragorair, who 
beat American qualifier 
Kristina Brandi 6-1, 6-1. 

No. 8 Irina Spirlea of 
Romania beat Silvia 
Farina of Italy 6-1, 6-3; 
No. 9 Karina Habsudova 
of Slovakia beat Taiwan's 
Shi-Ting Wang 6-3, 7-6 
(7-5); No. 14 Mary Joe 
Fernandez defeated 
Henrieta, Nagyova- of 
Slovakia 6-2, 6- 1 ; and No. 
15 Chanda Rubin ousted 
Czech Sandra KJeinova 6- 
1,6-3. 

Spirlea now meets 
Habsudova. Fernandez 
plays Swiss player Patty 
Schnyder, a 7-6 (7-4), 6-1 
winner over Polish quali- 
fier Magdalena 

Grzybowska. and Rubin 
plays Van Roost 

Van Roost said that last 
year, her goal was to go to 
.the Olympics, which she 
did, but she lost to 
Sanchez Vicario in the 
first round. 

This year, her goal was 
to beat a top 10 player for 
the first time, and she has 
done that already. 

“I was playing well last 
week so I had a lot of con- 
fidence, but when I started 
the match I was nervous 
of course,” Van Roost 
bubbled. ’’For me it was 
the first experience in a 
Grand Slam stadium.” 

The massage before the 
last game helped her relax 
a bit, but then she shook 
her arm after hitting a vol- 
ley; “Probably I was 
holding my racket too 
tight” she said. 

The arm had been trou- 
bling her for a week, part- 
ly because she hits so 
hard. Van Roost said, but 



Croatian Goran Ivanisevic looks to play a backhand during his third round match 
against Chris Woodruff oF the U.S. at the Australian Open January IS. Ivanissxic 
defeated Woodruff in four sets 6-3 6-7 6-3 6-1 (Reuters photo) 

Order of play for maJn marches at the Australian Open Tor. Sunday a seeding 
brackets) . . :^-;r - - v .* ' ■■ *■' 

Centre Court, start 2345 GMT 

Mary Pierce (Fra) V Anke Huber (Ger X5) 

Andrei Medvedev (Ukr) V Michael Chang (Usa X2) 

Steffi Graf (Ger XI) V Amanda Coetzer (Rsa X12) 

Thomas Enqvist (Swe X7) V Marcelo Rios (Chi X9) 

Show Court JL start 2400 GMT 

Carlos Moya (Spa) V Jonas Bjorkman (Swe.) 

Conchita Martinez (Spa X3> V Sabine Appeimans (BeJ XI 6) 

Show Court 3, start 2400 GMT 

Kimberly Po (USA) V Lindsay Davenport. (USA X7) 


“It is nothing really bad, 
just sore and very tender.” 

Sanchez Vicario blamed 
herself for missing oppor- 
tunities. 

“She was playing every- 
thing really close to the 
lines and making winners. 
When you have nothing to 
lose, that can happen, and 
I just think she played 
very well, but / let go the 
match.” she said. 

She added,*Tm just 
going to keep going and 
give my best for the next 
one, and I think every- 
thing will turn around my 
side.” 

Despite the two Spanish 
losses Saturday, her nation 
has three men in the last 
16. more than any country 
except the United States. 


which is likely to have 
four. Spain’s Felix 
Mantilla and Carlos Moya 
reached the fourth round 
before Costa. 


“Normally, in other 
years, we were practicing 
all the time on clay, and 
now we are practicing half 


a year on hard conns.’ 
said Costa. 

“NVe realise that tlv 
money and the points nr 
in the hard court e\etiK - 
said Moya, who has bent 
en defending cluirpios 
Boris Becker, Putrid 
McEnroe and Ben.-. 
Karbacher here. 


Polish youngster doubles tally in Sapporo 


SAPPORO (R) — Polish 
teenager Adam Malysz 
defied trick)’ winds to soar 
to only his second World 
Cup victory in a normal hill 
competition on Saturday. 

Malysz' 19. leapt 93 
metres in his second try to 
clinch victory with a total 
of 239 points. 

His first jump of 89.5 had 
left him down in sixth 
place on Sapporo’s 
Miyanomori jumpinghili. 

“You get either good or 
bad luck m conditions like 


1 

this and fortunately I was 
lucky today,” Malysz said 
of his wind-assisted second 
jump. 

Winds gusted up to 32 
kph during the event, dis- 
rupting the timing of some 
of Malysz’s key chal- 
lengers. 

His only previous world 
cup victory was in the final 
event of the 1996 series in 
Oslo last March. 

Mika Laitinen of Finland 
posted the longest jump of 
94 metres in the second 


round to share second place 
with Norway's Sturle 
Holseter. who recorded 
92 J and 90 for 234 points. 

Overall World Cup 
leader Primoz Peterka of 


Japan for the event. 
Sunday’s large hill compe- 
tition and a two-day com- 
petition in Hakuba. a site of 
the 1998 Nagano winter 


Slovenia did not travel to Olympics. 


FURMSHED /WARTWfENTS 

One bedroom, living room, kitchen & bathroom. 
Location: Jabai Amman, beL 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel: 667862 - 642351 


FOR SRLE 

Nissan Sunny 'QS on Bargain! 

Only 4 ,000 km, air condition, central lock, auto 
gear change, etc. Everything you need. Duty 
unpaid. 

Please contact: Muna at 672486,7,8 

$ 10,000 (non-negotiable) 


DELUXEARARTMENTS 
' FORRENT . V" . 

In a newly erected building located In Khalda Palace. 
Each flat consists of 3 bedrooms, a lounge, salon, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen. Separate central heating for 
each fiat. Rent to be paid annually. 

Please call Abu Ahmad Tel: 604739 


GOREN BRIDGE 


VffTli OMAR SHARIF 
& i ANN AH HJRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I> As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

*J CKJ93 0KJ7G -UI054 

The bidding has proceeded; 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
INT 2* ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q- 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold; 

*KQJ107G PAK9 :A 9 3 *8 

Tlie bidding hae proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pan INT Pass 

* 

Whnt do you bid now? 


hold: 

»QJ3 rQ 8 5 3 IK *K.llO* r . 

The bidding has proceeded; 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

X* Pa&s Toss 2.' 

2* ? 

■What action do jr.u take 7 

Q. 5 - Both vulnerable, as P.-ti* 'i 
you hold; 

*J10 TAQ.I9 -:-Qg 

The biddinc hns proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTE EAS. 1 

Pan Pasm 1 a 1 r . 

2* Pass 2* Pi- . 

? 

What action do you ul.c' 1 


Q.3 - Neither vulnerable, ns 
South you hold; 


Q. 6 • As South, vulnerable, 
hold: 


■ . > *i« 

*A6 785 CAQD54 4-KQ86 *AKB ITAQ654 -7954 


The biddine has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 3* SO Si* 

7 

What action do you take? 

Q.4 • As South, vulnerable, you 


TTie biddine hrw proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH F.tSl 
1Z> Para 2* 

Whnt action do you in lie"’ 

Look for onsu crs w: A/ev-A:-. 


FOR RENT 


First floor (new) furnished or unfurnished with an area ci 
200 sq.m. of two floors building in the Engineers Estate at 
Um Summaq. Abdullah Ghosheh Street between Seventh 
Circle and Mecca Street. Owner lives on ground iioor. It 
consists of one master bedroom, bedroom, maid room, 
living room, spacious sitting room, dining room, kitchen 
and guest bathroom. Independent heating, electricity and 
water supply systems. Separate car garage. 

Expatriates, if interested, please call 
owner at home 811048 or at site 
on 1, Abdul Majeed Udwan Street of 
Ibrahim Al-Qattari Street. 
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Arab 


envoys 

brief 


Albright 


on peace 


process 


CAIRO I AFP) — Arab 


the 

have 

U.S. 

State 


ambassadors at 
United Nations 
urged the future 
Secretary of 
Madeleine Albright to 
help revive stalled 
Israeli-Syrian peace 
talks, an Egyptian gov- 
ernment daily reported 
Saturday. 

They made the request 
during a meeting Friday 
at the Egyptian mission 
in New York at the 
behest of Ms. Albright, 
the outgoing u.N. 
ambassador, to famil- 
iarise herself with the 
needs and concerns of 
the Arab diplomats, A1 
Abram daily said. 

‘T wanted to talk to 
you to get acquainted 
with your positions, 
your concerns and what 
you expect from the 
United Slates in the next 
phase.” Ms. Albright 
told the Arab diplomats, 
according to Al Abram. 

The Arab diplomats 
underscored the need to 
"make progress" in 

Israeli peace'talks with 
Syria and Lebanon, 
which have been stalled 
for nearly one year. Al 
Abram said. 

They also called on the 
United States to follow 
up on the implementa- 
tion of the Hebron 
accord under which 

Israel pledged to hand 
over control over the 
West Bank town to the 
Palestinians, it added 
quoting Us correspon- 

dent in New York. 

The talks also centred 
on the thorny issue of 
Jewish settlements and 
efforts to rid the region 
of nuclear weapons 
amid Israel's failure to 
sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. 

Arab Gulf ambas- 

sadors voiced concern 
over Iran's armament 
policy “particularly fol- 
lowing Iran's latest pur- 
chase of (Russian) sub- 
marines.” Al Abram 
said. 

The meeting coincided 
with discussions in 
Cain* on Friday between 
Egyptian President 
Hosiii Mubarak and 
Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam 
on the Middle East 
peace process following 
the implementation of 
the Hebron accord. 



BLAST IN LAHORE: Security forces and rescue workers remove a man wounded in an explosion out- 
side a courthouse in the Pakistani city of Lahore on Saturday. The blast killed at least 15 people, includ- 
ing the leader of a militant group, and wounded 90 (see story inside) (AFP photo) 


Peru rebels free hostage, but 
both sides maintain tough line 


LIMA (AFP) — Leftist 
rebels freed one of their 74 
hostages, but both sides 
stuck to a hard line Saturday 
with rebels insisting their 
440 jailed comrades be freed 
and the government again 
rejecting the demand. 

The government also took 
a hard line with the media, 
attempting to remove news 
photographers and television 
crew s late Friday from a roof 
overlooking die Japanese 
embassy residence but with- 
out immediate success. 

From their vantage point, 
they are able to read posters 
in the window of the 
Japanese embassy com- 
pound seized on Dec. 17. 

“Most Peruvians would 
like to eat as well as the pris- 
oners in here. These differ- 
ences justify the people's 
struggle." one Saturday, 
referring to regular food 
deliveries to the Japanese 
embassy compound by the 
International Red Cross. 

A third said only that the 
73 remaining hostages were 
held because^ they were deci- 
sion-makers in the govern- 
ment. 

Tupac Amaru 

Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) rebels released Luis 
Valencia, the chief of opera- 
tions for Peru’s anti-terror- 
ism police, who appeared to 
need assistance Friday as he 
walked out of the Japanese 
ambassador's residence to 
applause from other 
hostages. 

Mr. Valencia is best known 
for his prominent role in rhe 
September 19^2 arrest of 
Ahiinael Guzman. the 
founder of Peru’s larger 
rebel force, the Maoist 
Shining Path. 

International Red Cross 


representative Michel 
Minnig said later that the 
Red Cross had requested his 
release for health reasons. 
Mr. Valencia. 46. suffers 
from diabetes, heart prob- 
lems and ulcers. 

in a press conference 
shortly after the release. 
Domingo Palermo, the gov- 
ernment's point man on the 
month-old crisis, once again 
rejected the top MRTA 
demand: freeing its prison- 
ers. 

“As is public knowledge, 
the Peruvian state will not 
free MRTA prisoners. I 
repeat, as is public knowl- 
edge. the Peruvian state will 
not free MRTA prisoners." 
Mr. Palermo said. 

Tupac Amaru rebels 
responded early Saturday 
with posters in the window 
reiterating their demand for 
release of some 440 com- 
rades in Peru's prisons. 

“Mothers, wives and chil- 
dren of our prisoners are also 
awaiting their freedom. 
Peace for all,*’ read one early 
Saturday. 

In Tokyo, a Foreign 
Ministry’ spokesman said 
Saturday that Japan ftilly 
supports the Peruvian gov- 
ernment's prciposals to solve 
the month-long hostage cri- 
sis. 

“Japan hopes for a serious 
reply front the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement, 
s«» u> to make progress 
tov\ard> the settlement.” 
said spokesman Hiroshi 
Hashimoto. 

Mr. Palermo said that 
Canada had been asked to 
join the commission but 
gave no indication whether 
Tupac Amaru rebels had 
agreed to the participation of 
Canadian Ambassador 


Anthony Vincent, who was 
himself a hostage. 

The government called for 
(he talks to take place in a 
vehicle in a security zone 
near the embassy residence. 

Still held captive are the 
Japanese ambassador, 

Japanese executives, the 
Bolivian ambassador. 

President Alberto Fujimori’s 
younger brother and two 
Peruvian cabinet ministers. 

Tupac Amaru rebels, who 
seized the residence on Dec. 
17 with more than 600 
prominent officials inside 
during a gala reception. let 
go women and most elderly 
captives, and last released 
hostages on Jan. 1. when a 
group of seven were let oul 

Peruvian officials and 
rebels have battled over the 
makeup of a negotiating 
panel to end the crisis. The 
two sides have agreed on 
representatives from the 
Holy See and the Red Cross. 

The Peruvian government 
turned down a rebel call for 
Guatemala to be on the 
panel. Guatemala's govern- 
ment just signed a peace deal 
with its leftist rebels, and 
Peru says there no parallels 
can be drawn. 

Before the release Friday, 
15 people with signs and 
megaphones showed up with 
a mariachi band to sing 
"happy birthday” to Jorge 
San Roman, the deputy min- 
ister of energy who turned 
57 Friday. 

Red Cross spokesman 
Steven Anderson. who 
enters the compound daily, 
indicated that there would be 
no quick end to the crisis. 

“To wake up every day 
with the idea that they will 
be freed that day makes it 
harder for them.” 


Iran sets 


by-elections 
in February 
for 22 seats 


TEHRAN i AFP) — [ran 
to hold parliamentary bi- 
o lections on Feb. 7 to fill 
22 vacant seats in the 
assembly, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

Voting will be held in 15 
districts where results 
w ere cancelled for alleged 
irregularities after (he leg- 
islative polls in March 
and April. 

Islamic conservatives 
w on most of the seats in 
the 270-member parlia- 
ment. against a coalition 
of Islamic left-wingers 
and moderates close to 
President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rufsanjani. 

The conservatives, led 
bv parliamentary speaker 
Ali -Akbar Nateq Nuri. 
hope to tighten their grip 
on the assembly by win- 
ning new seats next 
month. 

The speaker is favoured 
by the ruling Shiite 
Muslim clergy to replace 
Mr. Raf'sanjahi after the 
June or July presidential 
election. 

Political parties exist in 
Inin, but they often com- 
plain of repression. 


India arrests two more in 
mystery wreck off Malta 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian police have arrested two 
travel agents for sending illegal Europe-bound immigrants 
on a ship which allegedly rammed and sank another ves- 
sel off Malta drowning 2S3 people, a news agency said 
Saturday. 

The United News of India (UNI l said police in the north- 
ern state of Punjab had arrested Tarsem Singh and Bhajan, 
following complaints by parents of three young men who 
perished in the tragedy. 

On Wednesday, police had arrested a New Delhi-based 
travel agent named Sam Charan Dass who had allegedly 
arranged for 14 Indians to board a Honduras-flagged 
freighter, the Johan, which was carrying the immigrants to 
Greece. 

The shipwreck was revealed after the arrest of 107 Asian 
illegal immigrants at Hcrmioni on the southern 
Peloponnese peninsula on Dec. 30. 

Some of the immigrants claimed that the Johan had delib- 
erately rammed and sunk another vessel, the 4.000-ionne 
Panamanian-registered Franship, carrying illegal immi- 
grants from India. Pakistan and Sri Lanka on Dec. 25. 

Dinakar Gupta, chief of police in Punjab’s Jalandhar dis- 
trict. said Dass was allegedly paid $39,000 by the 14 after 
promising them jobs in Greece. 

Another Jalandhar police official. RajpaJ Meena. alleged 
Tarsem Singh took 230.000 rupees (S6.57 1 1 from the par- 
ents of a Sikh youth and Bhajan had charged two men 
100,000 rupees (S2.S57) each, promising to take them to 
Europe and provide employment. 

Mr. Meena said three other travel agents, who had gone 
into hiding, had been charged in the case. He said Dass had 
been remanded to judicial custody until Feb. I by a Punjab 
judge on Saturday. 

India on Tuesday ordered a federal investigation against 
firms which arranged for passage on the Johan. 

Indian embassies in Italy. Maha and Greece have also 
been asked to investigate the incident. 

Searches by teams from Italy and Malta in the area where 
the incident supposedly occurred have failed to discover 
anv bodies or wreckage. 


Egypt still 
pursuing 
case of 
PoWs deaths 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
on Saturday said Cairo still 
wants answers on the mas- 
sacre of Egyptian prison- 
ers of war (PoWs) by the 
Israeli aimv during con- 
flicts in 1956 and 1967. 

“Up until now the Israeli 
report on the inquiry into 
these crimes has not been 
received by Cairo, which is 
continuing to follow the 
case with interest.” Mr. 
Musa told reporters. 

“The negotiations on 
Hebron or any other ques- 
tion will not make U.S. 
forger other issues that we 
judge important.'' he added, 
referring to Israel's with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
town of Hebron which has 
dominated the Middle East 
political scene in recent 
weeks. 

Former Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
announced in December 
1995 the appointment of a 
general to investigate the 
massacre of hundreds of 
Egyptian prisoners of war 
by die Israeli army during 
the conflicts of 1956 and 
1967 


Jordanian 
said held 
in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — The man- 
ager of Beirut’s Marriott 
Hotel said on Saturday a 
Jordanian employee 
reported arrested by 
Lebanese security forces 
for alleged links to anti- 
Syrian attacks disappeared 
15 days ago and nas not 
been seen since. 

General Manager Sam 
Ibrahim said financial con- 
troller Derar Al Karmi. a 
Jordanian, left the hotel in 
west Beirut “with 
unknown persons” on Jan. 
3 and has not come back 
since. 

“All I know is he left the 
hotel on Jan. 3 at about 
5.15 p.m. with unknown 
persons. We don’t know 
where he is now.” -Mr. 
Ibrahim told Reuters. He 
said Mr. Karmi was in his 
40s but did not elaborate. 

He was commenting on 
Beirut newspaper reports 
on Saturday that Mr. 
Karmi was arrested by 
Lebanese security forces 
on Jan. 3 on suspicion of 
links to recent attacks on 
Syrian targets. 

Al Diyar daily, quoting 
official sources, said Mr. 
Karmi was arrested on sus- 
picion of links to a 
machinegun attack, on Dec. 
1 S on a van carrying 
Syrian workers in the 
Christian area of Tabaija 
north of Beirut in which 
the driver was killed 

Al Nahar daily, quoting a 
recent report by the 
Kuwaiti daily Al Anbaa. 
said Mr. Karmi was arrest- 
ed but it was not clear if he 
was being questioned over 
the Tabaija incident or the 
Dec. 31 bus-bombing in 
Damascus that killed 11 
people. 

Syria has accused Israel 
of being behind the 
Damascus blast, an allega- 
tion denied by Israel. 

Asked about Mr. Karmi’s 
arrest. Prosecutor-General 
Adnan Adoum said: “I 

can’t confirm or deny this 
because I am not aware of 
it personally and did not 
give orders to arrest any- 
one.” 

Some 48 Lebanese peo- 
ple were arrested after the 
Tabaija attack but were 
freed later. Damascus is 
Beirut’s main foreign 
power broker with 35,000 
troops stationed over two 
thirds of Lebanon. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 19, 1997 


Helms urges halt in aid 
to S. Africa over Syria 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The head of the Senate 
Foreign Relations 

Committee has raged the 
U.S. Government to sus- 
pend aid to South Africa if it 
goes ahead with plans to sell 
weapons components to 
Syria. 

“The government of 
South Africa should under- 
stand that, not only will 
U.S.-South African relations 
suffer if they arm a terrorist 
nation, but also a significant 
amount of U.S. foreign aid 
to South Africa will be cut 
off.” said a statement 
released by Senator Jesse 
Helms. 

On Wednesday. South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela rejected any pres- 
sure against the $650 mil- 
lion deal, which involves the 
supply of modem firing con- 
trol systems for Syria’s age- 
ing. Soviet-made tank force. 

Syria is on a U.S. list of 
countries that sponsor ter- 
rorism, along with several 


other foes of Israel in the 
Middle East- American law 
requires the administration 
to withhold assistance to 
countries dial provide mili- 
tary equipment to countries 
on the list. 

Israel also has protested 
the deaL It said the South 
African fire control system 
was based on technology 
obtained from Israel before 
1994 by South Africa’s 
white government. 

“Syrian acquisition of the 
state-of-the-art military 
hardware runs counter to 
long-standing U.S. national 
security interests in the 
region and represents a sig- 
nificant new threat to 
Israel,” said the statement by 
the committee c hair man. 

Sen. Helms, a staunch sup- 
porter of Israel, recommend- 
ed that the administration 
make it clear to the South 
African government “in no 
uncertain terms” that for- 
eign aid will be suspended if 
the sale goes through. 


Libya assails U.S. criticism 
of its stand on balloon trip 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya 
on Saturday stepped up the 
war of words with the 
United States in the diplo- 
matic squabble over U.S. 
adventurer Steve Fossett’s 
foray into Libyan airspace 
during his bid to make the 
first round-the-world bal- 
loon flight. 

A Foreign Minstry official 
quoted by tbe official 
Libyan newsagency JANA 
said U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
was “delirious and rambling 
tike a drug addict” after he 
accused Tripoli of paranoia 
for initially refusing Mr. 
Fossett permission to fly 
over tbe country. 

Libya’s government said 
Friday it would not allow 
the silver batioon 'to overfly 
its territory but later gave its 
permission for the flight 

The 52-year-old stockbro- 
ker, in his helium “Solo 
Spirit” balloon, crossed 
over the southern tip of 
Libya “uneventfiiUy” 
Saturday, spokesman Alan 
Blount told AFP from mis- 
sion control in Chicago. 


Mission watchers said the 
original refusal had forced 
Mr. Fossett into a detour 
which had added about a 
day and a half to the trip. 

“It’s really a shame that 
the Libyan government 
couldn't see its way to give 
balloonists die right to travel 
across their airspace.” Mr. 
Bums said during a press 
briefing. adding that 
Tripoli’s decision reflected 
“the paranoia of tire Libyan 
leadership.” 

In a message to the United 
Nations, the Libyan Foreign 
Ministry said: ’It is incom- 
prehensible that Mr. Bums 
reproaches Libya when the 
whole world knows perfect- 
ly well that the United States 
is behind the air embargo 
imposed on our country” 
since 1992. 

“It is really regrettable that 
tbe spokesman of a major 
power like the United States 
uses pejorative and trivial 
terms such as paranoia.” the 
Libyan official said, adding 
that Washington was show- 
ing a lack of respect for the 
sovereignty of other states. 


India intercepts Pakistani 
boat loaded with weapons 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India 
on Saturday intercepted a 
Pakistani boat loaded with 
weapons off the western state of 
Gujarat, where it had shot down 
a Pakistani spy-plane earlier this 
week, the Press Trust of India 
(PTT) said. 

A-K. Tan don, director-general 
of the Border Security Force 
said tbe vessel had been inter- 
cepied in Indian waters off the 
district of Kutch. 

He said weapons seized from 
the boat included 19 Chinese- 
made pistols, five AK-47 
assault rifles, a revolver. 1320 
explosives and a huge stock of 
cartridges. 

He did not give further details. 
It was not immediately dear if 
any arrests were made. 

Meanwhile. Indian defence 
authorities wens examining a 
video clip of a Pakistani pilot- 
less plane downed by a missile 
fired by the Indian Air Force 
over an airport in the Gujarat 
town of Bhuj on Wednesday. 

Defence sources said air force 
experts had not been able to 
ascertain tbe make of the craft 
nor the country where it was 
produced. 


’The Unmanned Air Vehicle's 
(UAV) is not made in Pakistan," 
a source told the United News 
of India (UNI) Saturday. 

“Experts are trying to crack 
the riddle as to which country* 
supplied the plane to Pakistan 
and results will be forthcoming," 
he said. 

India issued a formal protest 
against Pakistan on Thursday 
over the intrusion of its air- 
space by the remote-controlled 
plane, describing it as an 
“unfriendly act" 

The Indian Air Force, the 
world’s fourth largest, has 
placed radar and missile stations 
along the forward zone in 
Gujarat on high alert since the 
shooting incident. 

India and Pakistan have fought 
three wars since the subconti- 
nent's independence from 
British colonial rule in 1947. 

Tbe two South-Asian rivals 
often clash at frontier zones in 
Kashmir bur have not attacked 
each other's aircraft since the 
‘alleged shooting of an Indian 
helicopter last year across the 
Siachan Glaciers in [he 

Himalayas... 


Islamists challenge Kuwaiti novelists 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A group of 
Islamists is trying to have three books writ- 
ten by Kuwaiti novelists banned because 
they contain passages about sex that are 
corrupting society, the group’s leading 
member said Saturday. 

Abdul Latif Al Ateeqi and three other 
Islamists are seeking a ban from the courts 
on books by local novelists Laila Al 
Othman raid Alia Al Shuaib which include 
homosexual and other sex scenes. Mr. 
Ateeqi told AFP. 

Mr. Ateeqi. who is a government employ- 
ee and writer for the daily Al Qabas, said 
his aim is to “protect public morals” by 
challenging the books, arguing that they are 
against the Islamic traditions of this emi- 
rate. 

“We (do) not accept this homosexual 
story because we are Muslim,” said Mr. 
Ateeqi. referring to one of the works by Mr. 


Othman. 


“We do not accept that this is literature*? 
How is this literature?” 


Mr. Othman and Mr. Shuaib were ques- 


the ( ? ubU(: Prosecutor at the end of 
December after the islamists presented 


b y Mr - OWu, pub. 
lished the 1980s and one book by Mr 

nail im 1 • * 


Shuaib published in 1993. 


™ *^ d A eh A d •*» prompted to 


present his case now after reading the W 
sages about sex in a criticism of all three 
books penned recently bv another Islamic? 
-tor. and then roadfttg'the S'S 


The Kuwaiti Writers’ Association has crit 
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challenge writers* 
reaching ihe courts. 



McEnroe buys 
Madonna duplex 


De Niro in court 


Ecstasy comments 
lands musician in 
trouble 


Supermode! 
sentenced 
in drug charge 


DAKAR (.AFP) — Former 
Senegalese supermodel 
Katoucha Niane got a six- 
month suspended prison sen- 
tence on Friday after a Dakar 
court convicted her of “pos- 
session of drugs parapherna- 
lia.” a judicial source said. 
Niane, who has been launch- 
ing her own designer collec- 
tion. was arrested on Dec. 20, 
1994 along with 15 other peo- 
ple at the home of a 
Senegalese drug trafficker in a 
low-income district of Dakar. 
She was conditionally freed 
°n Jan. 6, 1995 pending 
Friday’s sentencing, in which 
the trafficker — described by 
police as the mastermind of a 
Senegalese narcotics ring — 
was given three years behind 
bars. Niane, the daughter of 
Senegalese writer Djibril 
Tams ir Niane and a close 
friend of British model Naomi 
Campbell, is regarded as hav- 
ing helped change the fashion 
world's perception of black 
models. She was a favourite of 
Yves Saint Laurent and 
Christian Lacroix. 


Sinatra out 
of hosoital 


LOS .ANGELES (AFP) — 
Eighty-one-year-old Frank 


- - — -■ v.,* i nuir. 

oinaira was discharged Friday 
from Cedars-Sinaf Medical 


in Los Angeles, a 
spokeswoman for the sinner 

‘■li:. j ... - . 


said. u His doctors discharged 
him from Cedars this morning 


ana his prognosis continues to 
he good.” said his publicist 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Pop 
star and actress Madonna has 
found a buyer for her 14-room 
central park duplex: tennis star 
John McEnroe. Tennis’ 
favourite Brat reportedly 
bought Madonna's pad for S7 
million to house the three chil- 
dren he had with actress Tatum 
O’Neal and the child of current 
girlfriend country singer Patty 
Smythe. But neighbours 
apparently are not too happy 
about the move, fearing die 
tantrums that made McEnroe 
famous and rehearsals of his 
budding rock band may disturb 
their sleep. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Actor 
Robert De Niro and his ex- 
wife Toukie Smith are battling 
in court over their twin boys, 
conceived in vitro and carried 
by a surrogate mother after the 
couple broke up. Smith claims 
De Niro is not paying his share 
of child support, according 
press reports, while the actor 
wants the court to detail his 
visitation rights. De Niro can 
often be seen pushing the 15- 
month -old beys in a baby 
stroller in New York’s Tribeca 
neighbourhood. 


LONDON i AFP) — The 
British music group East 17 
has decided to drop Brian 
Harvey after he praised the 
drug Ecstasy as something 
which could make people “bet- 
ter”. their recording company 
announced Friday. “His recent 
remarks about drugs to the 
media have forced the other 
three members to demand that 
Brian leaves the band.” a state- 
ment from Massive 
Management said. ‘‘The 
remaining three members of 
East 17 under no circum- 
stances can condone the tak- 
ing of Ecstasy or any other ille- 
gal substances. “They want it 
known that these remarks 
made by Brian Harvey do not 
reflect the views of the three 
other members” Harvey pro- 
voked a furore Thursday when 
he said in a radio interview that 
he had once taken 12 Ecstasy 
tablets before driving his car 
and did not regard the drug as 
harmful. 
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